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THE BOOEK OF THE COURTYER:
A PossiBLE SoURCE oF BENEDICKE AND BEATRICE.

“‘The best book that ever was written upon good breeding,
It Corlegiano, by Castiglione, grew up at the little Court of
Urbino, and you shoald read it,” says Dr. Johnson to Boswell,
of all places in the world, in the Isle of Skye, “roving among
the Hebrides at sixty.” But when, in the Life of Addison,
we find the Courfyer classed with Galates, and compared with
the social essays of the Spectator and the Tafler, it becomes
clear that the Great Cham was so ignorant of the law he was
laying down in this instance, that he took ¥ Cortegiano for a
caurtesy-book, 1 book of etiquette :—

#To teach the minnter decencies and inferior duties, to
regulate the practice of daily conversation, to correct those
depravities which are rather ridiculous than criminal, to
remove those grievances which, if they produce no lasting
calamities, iinpress hourly vexation, was first attempted by
Casa in his book of manners, and Castiglione in the Courtier,”
{Works, vi1, 428, Addison.)

William Michael Rossetti, writing of Italian Courtesy-
Books for the Early English Text Bociety, enumerates ten
or a dozen such books, ranging from the Tesoreflo of Brunetto
Latini, in 1265, the year of Dante’s birth, to Giovanni della
Casa’s Galateo, of abont 1550. He includes 1! Cortegiano,
but calls attention to the fact that it contains but ouve refer-
ence, and that an incidental one, to what Dr, Johnson calls
“the minuter decencies” of life. It iz among the facetiae,
and recalls to some of those who had been present an inei-
dent that happened at the dinver-table of Federico Gonzaga,
Marguis of Maotaa. It is precisely becavse Il Cortegiano is
not a mere courtesy-book that it has borne so well the judg-
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