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AN EAGLE FLIGHT



I bave in this rough work shaped ot & man
B hom s beneatbomworld doth embrace and
L]

With amplest enderiainment ! my frea dvifd
Halis nol particularly, but moves idself
In 8 wide s2a of wax ; no lrveli'd malice
Infecis one comma in the cowrse [ Rold ;
But flies an cagle flight, bold and forth on,
Lreving no trask behind,
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INTRODUCTICN

JOSE RIZAL

In that horrible drama, the Philippine revolution, one
man of the purest and noblest character stands out pre-emi-
nently—José Rizal—poet, artist, philclogue, novelist, above
all, patriot; his influence might have changed the whole
course of events in the Islands, had not a blind and stupid
policy brought about the crime of his death,

This man, of almost pure Tagale race, was born in 1861,
at Calamba, in the island of Luzon, on the southern shore of
the Laguna de Bay, where he grew up in his father’s home,
under the tutorage of a wise and learned native priest,
Leontio,

The child’s fine nature, expanding in the troublous latter
days of a long race bondage, was touched early with the fire
of genuine patrictism. He was eleven when the tragic con-
sequences of the Cavité insurrection destroyed any linger-
ing illusions of his people, and stirred in them a spirit that
has not yet been allayed,

The rising at Cavité, like many others in the islands, was
a protest against the holding of benefices by friars—a thing
forbidden by a decree of the Council of Trent, but author-
ized in the Philippines, by papal bulls, until such time as
there should be a sufficiency of pative priests. This time
onever came, As the friars held the best apricultural lands,
and had a voice—and that the most authoritative—in eivil
affairs, there developed in the rural districts a veritable
feudal system, bringing in its traln the amrogance and



