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PREFACE.

Ir will be found that the lessons in this volume have been
very carefully graduated ; the ascent in the style and langnage
of the pieces being so sasy and progrossive that fow diffenltion
will b ensountered, which the pupil has not been prepared to
OFercime.,

In order to meet the requirements of many sehools,
in Spelling and Defining have been introduced. Questions have
not heen added, for the simples reascn that they ars regardad aa
saperflucus by most teachers, who osn themselves more aptly
spply the intarrogative aystem as far a8 they think it peofitable.

In defining words, the anthor has simed at simplicity, as far
88 be could withont the sacrifice of accuracy and precision. In
this part of his taak he has been largely indebted to the lexicog-
mphy of Webstor, whose definitions are always as simpla =
they can well be, consistently with their logical exnotnesa.

In the earlier Readors of this series; Spalling lessons have been
given without definitions, for & reason which every experienced
teacher will admit es sound. Many simple words, such s shos,
tabls, door, house, clothes, knifs, stick, &e., proper as making
part of the spelling lesson in the earlier books, do mot need
defining ; and many common words, sach se cause, effect, fire,
body, brain, freedom, art, church, color, each, every, excuse, for-
tune, &0, could not be defined exceapt by the aid of abetract or
Lm&uﬂhrwma,muuhmmpudinghth&dﬁﬂmmm
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thomsalves. It is not till the child has made more progres in
the exercise of thought than he is supposed to have attained
hefiare he is qualified to enter upon this Reader, that lessone in
Defining will be found & profitabls study.

The contents of the present wolume, with the exception of
{| some fifteen or twenty pages, are new,and such a5 have appeared
in mo other resding-book. The illustrations sre by the Bret
artista, and of a charactsr to impart fresh interest to the text.
In order to resd well, the pupil must comprehend and sympa-
thize with what he reads. Not only has regard been hed by the
suthor to this essentinl point, but he has given a variety of
pisces, espeeially fitted to exercise and develop the elocutiopary
sod declamatory powers of the young. Thesa oocasional depart-
ures from the level siyle of ordinary delivery will be found
highly useful in vocal practice.,

It has been the anthor's study, while making the reading les-
sons easy and simple, at the pame time to aveid that derogntory
style of eddreming the youmg, which many writers ssem to
regard as one of the conditions of their intelligibility. Their
notions of simplicity resemble those of the good lady deseribed
by Dickens, who thought she must speak in broken Eoglish in
ordar to make heeself underatood by the poor Italian.

The wuthor would nok omit this opportunity to express his
reitarated acknowladgments to the many teachers in the Unitad
States, who have so generously and practically shown their
approbation of his labors in the canse of school literature.
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PART I.

PAUSES AND MARKS IN READING.

1. The Couwa indicates the shortest pause in reading ;
aa, When the wineisiu!thﬂwilin ont.

2. The Semicorox indicates s panse somewhat lo
than the Comma; as, Be courteous ; and remember
bad manners make bad morals.

3. The Corow indicates a panse longer than the
Bemicolon ; as, Understanding without wealth is like
feet without shoes : wealth withoot understanding is
like ghoes without feet.

4. The Pemtop indicates the longest paose ; as, The
wages of gin is death,

5. The IwrERmoeation mark indicates a qnentl‘nn; a8,
Will no one speak P

§. The Excramamiow mark indicatea mnhon surprise,
admiration, grief; as, Wnn!dthﬂlhnﬂheﬂﬂrmpmwﬂ
my time |

7. The Daise is nsed rhemam!enmbmaka off
sbriuptly ; ss; He is a — but I will oot say what
he is.

8. The Parenteema is used to include words which
could be left out without injuring the sense of a sen-
tence ; as, He said (and hie voice faltered) " Let me

" The Commsa or the Dagh ig ofien unsed in place
of the Parenthesis,

9. The A-ros’rro-PEE Indicates the pomsossive case;’
ag, John’s hat. Itis ﬂmuaadtumutthﬁﬂmluhnnf
ong lotter or more ; a8, &'er for ever, 'gan for

10. ThaHrmEinmdmaupmte a; also
to uonnuct mﬂpuund words; as, re-pub-lic, wood-shed.

Marks of QuorarioN include passages taken fiom
Dﬂiﬂr suthors ; as, ** The proper study of mankind,”
says Pope, * is man.”

1Z. The mark of Acczwr denotes that the stress of
the voiee should be put on a certain syllable; as,
in’stant, in-sist’,

13. The Maix'nox, which ia merely & hyphen placed

™



