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EULOGY.

Tue nation is bowed down to-day under the weighi of
a golemn and appalling sorrow, such as never hefore vested
upont & greal people, It is not the presence of death
merely—with that we have beeome funiliar, 1t is not the
loss of a leader only thal we mowrn, nor of o stalesman who
had exhibited wisdom in great trials, in vast enterprizes of
war, and in delicate negotintions for the preservaiion of
peace with foreign countries; but of a twice chosen and
twice ordained ruler in whom these great qualitics were
found, and to which were added the personal courage of the
goldier and the woral heroiam of the Christian

Judged by thiz generation in other Louls, nud by other
generntions in fubwre times, Abraham Liveoly will le es-
teemed as the wisest of rolers und the mest fortunate of
men.  To him and to hiz fame the manner of iz deatl is
nothing ; {0 the country and to the whole civilized family of
man it is the mmest appalling of tragical events.  The rising
gun of the day following that night of unexampled erime
revealed to us the nation's loss; Dut, stunned by the shock,
the pm:upk: were unxble to comprehend the lli?lg]litllklu ol the
calamity. As the last rays of the setting sun glidled into
the ealm twilizght of evening, the continent was stilled info
silence by its horror of the erimo and its sense of the greai-

ness of the loss sustained.



[f we helieve veverently that God guided his chosen
people in ancient times, that He was with onr fathers in their
strugele for independence, we are likely also to helieve that
in the events franspiving in thiz country the Ruler of all the
enrth males his wavs known Lo men in an wnusnal manner
and to aw unusual extent, I God rules, then are not all
men, even in Uheir Imperfoctions and sins, in some mysterious
Wiy gl mler Imculim' cirenmatanees the doers of His will ?
To the hwnan eve Abraham Lincoln seems to have heen
specially designated by Divine Providence for the perlono-
anee o a great work,  TTig erigin was hunble, his means of
education stinted.  Ile waz without wealth, and he did not
enjoy the support of influential friends, Muoch the larger
part of his hife was spent In private porsuits, and he never
exhibited even the eomnmon hmman desive for public employ-
ment, leadership and fame, Ihs awbition concerning the
great office that he held wie [ully satisfied ; and the trivinph
of his inedevate and reazonable expeclalions was not even
ured by the untimely and bloody hand of the assassin,
Duving the eanvass of 1864 and with the modesty of a child
he said, * T eannot say that 1 wish to perforuy the duties of
President for four years more; but 1 shonld he gratified hy
the approval of the people of what I have done,”  This he
received 5 and however precious it may have been to Lim, it
15 imore preciens memory to the peaple themselvea,

is publie lify was embraceil in the period of aboni six
vems. This statement does not include his brief service in
the legisldure of the State of Ilinois, nor his serviee as a
subordinate officer in one of the fronticr Tndian wars, nov his

single tern of service in the Ilonse of Representatives of



the United States nearly twenty years ago.  In none of
these places did he altract the attention of the country, nor
did the exporience acquired it bim specially for the ereat
duties to which he was cafled finally. Ile was nealy fitty
years of age when he enfered wpon the contest, hencofirth
historieal, for a seat in the Senate from the Swale of linois,
This was the commencement of hiz public life, and [rom that
time forward he gained and grew in the estimation of his
conntrymen. At the moment of his deadh he enjoved the
confidence of all loyal wmen, wchuding these even who did
not openly give him iheir support; and there were many,
possibly in them it waz a sin, who eawme ol last o regard him
as a Divinely appointed leader of the people.  The specches
which he delivered in that contest are faithfil exponents of
his character, hig prineiples, and iz capueily, iz siate
ments of opinion aee elear and unequivecal ; biz reazsoning
was Jogical and harmoniows; mud his prineiples, az then
expressed, were congonant with the declaration subsequently
made, “ that each man hag the tight by natire to le the equal
politieally of woy othee wan,”  He was then, ns ever, chary
of predictions concerning the fature; but it was in hiz open-
ing specch that he declared his convicetion, which was in trmth
a prophecy, that this nation could not vemain permanently
half slave and hall® free.

In that long and arducous contest with one of the fore-
most men of the coundry, Mr. Lincoln made no vemark which
he was unable to defend, nor could he, by any force of argu-
ment, be driven from a position that he hal faken. It was
then that those who heard or tead the debate ohserved the
richness of his nature in mirth and wit which charmed his
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friends without wounding his opponents, and which he wsed
with wonderful sagaeity in iltustrating his own arguments, or
in weakening, or eyen at times in .m'urihmwing the argu-
ments of his antagonist,  And yet it eannot be doubted that
for many years, il not [vom his very youil, Mr. Lincoln was
a melancholy man.  He seemed to lear about with lim the
welght of coming carcs, amd 1o 21t in gloom as though s
path of lile was dackened by an anweleome shadow.  Tis
fondness for story and love for mirth were the compensation.
which nuture guve.

Tn the widst of overbwrdening cares these characteris
tics woere a duily reliel; and yel it ig bul just Lo say thal e
often nsed an appropriate story as o moeans of Giling a teo
inguisitive visitor, or ol changing or ending a conversation
which he did net desire to pursue.

Duwing the first French revolution, when the strects of
Paris were stained with lunan blood, the inhabilani=, women
and men, flocked to plices of ausement, Lo the wass of
mankind, anid especially to the inexpericuced, this conduct
appewrs fvivelons, or as the exhibition of @ eriminad indifle-
ence to the miseries of individuals and the ealamities of the
public.  Bul such are the Lorvoe ol war, the pressuve of
responsibility, that men ofien seck refuge and relief in
amusements, lrom which in vrdinary times they wounld turn
aside.

In My Lincoln’s specches of 1858 there are passages
which sugeest 1o the mind the elussic metlels of ancient
days, although they do net in any proper sense rise to an
erpuality with them,  His style of writing was as simple us

were his own habits ad manners; aund no person ever
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excelled him in clenrness of exprossion.  Ilence he was
understoml and appreciated by all classgs. The Proclama-
tion of Emanecipation, hiz address at the dedication of the
Cemetery at Gettysborg, amd hiz touching letter to the
widowed mother who had given five gons to the country, are
memorablo as evidencos of his intellectual and moral great-
ness.

iz speeches of 1838 are marked fov the precision with
which he stated his own positions, and for the finnness exhib-
ited whenever his oppouont endeavored to worry him from
his chosen groand, or by wdifice, or argument, or persussion,
to induce him to advanes s step beyond.

Tis administration, as far as he himself was concerned,
was inangurated vpon the doctrines and principles of the
ereat debate.  He reeoznized the ohligation io veturn fugi-
tives [rom slavery, aud it wae no parl of his purpose to
interfere with slavery in the States wheve it existed. Tt
mugl remain [or the historian and the biographer, who may
have access to private and personal sourecs of knowledge, to
inform the country and the world how fir Mr. Lincoln, when
he cutered upon his datics az President, comprehended the
magnitude of the strugele in which the nation was about to
engage. )

The cireumztance that his first call for volunteers was
for seventy-five thousand men only, is not valuable as evi-
dence one way or the other,  The munber was quile equal
to our supply of arms and materials of war, and altogether
too vast for the experience of the men then af the head of
military affiivs.  The number was sufficient to show his
purpose ;—the purpose to which he adhered through all the



