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TO THE TEACHER.

The old fashion of question and anewer has been
revived in this primer, because it ia believed to be,
when j:lidiniﬂnﬂ]y uged, cno of the begt methoda of
giving instruction to begirmers. To carry oot the
plan of the book, the learoer necd not commit to
memory verbatim the suswers ie the guestions;
but be should prasp thelr meaning, snd Faln com.
mend of words, either these of the book or his
own, 80 that he may intellizently express thet
meaning when he comes to recite. Fo this end
the teacher shonld take care that in recitation the
learner combine the questioh with the apswer in
sich & manber ag to present a complete thought
or proposition, and to show that be knows to what
he is making snswer. After the guestion and sn-
swer recitation, a summary may be made by the
lesrner, gither with or without the sid of the teacher.
Indeed, the book may bo unsed solely for topical
recitation by older students whe are heginners in
learning the Metric Syatems. It Is therefore adapted
to several prades of schools, A mwere memory
axercise is far from being all that it contemplates ;
it ia designed to he, and, by a good teacher, can
be made, & true text-book,-—the basis and sugges-
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4 70 THE TEACHER.

tion of many topics of plessant and useful talk.
Even without a teacher, the simple text may, it is
hoped, be clearly understood ; the aim having been
. to unfold the subject wo gradnally, and to make
the stepa of propress s0 eagy, that any one follow-
ing the course should oot Tuil to get a fair knowl-
edge of the theory, snd some proficiency io the
practice of the Mefric System. In the whole
study one point is of prime importance, — the
actual seeing and handling of the objects under
diseussion. The meter, the liter, and the kilo
should be as famillsr to the student as are the yard,
the quart, and the pound.

Ty racite finently the words of the book, and to
work moadily and correctly the examples for prac-
tice, will not be to learn the Metric System, or fo
make the best vuse of thia primer. It = preemi.
pently a book of object-lgasone. The objects
laoking, the lessons loee their chief valne and
intarest. &, L. B.




CHAFTER 1.

WHAT THE METEI] SYSTEM IA3.

HoTE — (mbine i mlﬁmmm the gnneer In mich O mosam
©F (0 present O complefe Wouphd or prapasiiion.
¥What is thia Primer for?
Toteack something about the Metric System.
What is tha Metric Syatem?
A method of measuring and waighing.
Why shonld wo loarn this method? -
Becanse our Government advises ity uee in ihe
United Statea.

Why will it be better 0 uea the Metrle Bystem than to
keep our old meamrras and weights?

Becanse the Metric Bystem s muoch simpler, and
becanse it is now used by most of the civilized
nations.

What gain i» it to have owr syatem like that of other
nationef

It makes trade with them easier ; gince, when all
bay and sell by the same measures, we can readily
compare prices sod reckon gaine or loszes.

Why do schelare wnd students of seienee favor the Metrle
Hystem?

Because it wifl save much time snd labor of stody
to have the words and signs for messores and
welghts mean the aame thing io the books of all
languages.

How many cations oow use the Metric Syatem?

Twenty-seven nations vse it, and in eighteen of
thess nationa all other measares are onlawfal, so
that people are compelled to use it.
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f METRIC FRIMER,

Why is this srstem simpler than the old methed of meas-
vring by feet and weighing by pounda?

Because it 1 a decimal system.

What is a decimal eystemP

A system where tcn of each kind of measures or
weights meke one of the next greater.

What is the system of United States masney P

A decimal system.

Will you show how it 12 & decinse] syatem?

Ten mills make one cent, ten cents make one dime,
ten dimes make oue dollar, ten dollars make one
eagle.

What iz (il svetem of writing tormbers?

A declmal ayatem.

Will you show how F

Ten units make one fen, ten tens make cns hoo-
dred, ten hondreds moake one thowsand —and
B forth.

What gain wonld it he to school children to0 hava the
Metric Bywtem pravail?

It would save iheir time and paing i learcving long,
hard tables of meazures, where 6}, 1064, g‘iﬁ
272}, T&%, eto., times one kind of messura
one of the mext greater. By its decimal charac-
ter, they would be imstructed more rapldly and
thoroughly in the properties of nombers, and
thas, io the opinion of most teachers, woold
save & year of their school life.

What gain would it be to them latar in lifal

It wounld simplify their husiness calemlations ; giv-
ing greater aconracy with a preat saving of time.
Since the time of clerks and acccuntants costa
money, a great gaving of money to bosiness men
would result.
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WHAT THE MNETRID SYSFEM IS. 7

How do we measure lengih by the new system?
‘We nse the meter [ mee’-ter].

What is the meagure next greater than the meter?
The ten-meler,

What is mext greater than the ten-meter?

The hundred-mater.

What is next preatar than the hondrad-matar?
The thousend-meter,

‘What is the measure next amaller then the metar}
The tenth-meter.

What s the measors next smaller han ithe tenth-meter?
The bundredth-meter.

What is tha meagore next smaller than fhe hmadredth.
mater?

The thonsandth-meter.

What do we mae for messnring ligoidef

The liter [lee’-ter].

What are the measureg grester then the liter?

The ten-litar, the hundrad-liter, and ths thousand-
liter.

What are the measures emnaller then the lter?

The tenth-liler, the hondredth-liter, the thousandih-
litor.

What is the motrie welgie?

The gram.

What are the waighta preater than the gram?

The ten-gram, the hondred-gram, snd the thou-
sand-gram,

What are the smallar weighta?

The tenth-gram, the hundredth-gram, the thou-
sandth gram.

Must we know how thees measores differ from the oid
onos?



