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PREFACE.

TrE history of the Seandinavian Exodus which began
in the ninth century falls conveniently into two periods.

During the fust, {(Joo circ.—g12) the people of
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway harassed Europe with
their inroads, and formed definite settlements in the
British Isles, Russia, and France.

During the second, (1ozg—1066) France itself
became the starting: pl:me for & new serics of incur-
sions, led by men of Scandinavian descent, who had
by that time adopted French customs ari language.
To thizs perod belong the settlements in Spain and
Italy, and the Norman conquest of England.

The aim of this bock is to present a connected
view of these incursions, and to brng clearly before
the reader the important fact, that the Norman Con-
quest was only the last of thm long series ﬂf zettle-
ments and conguests.

The narrow limits required by the character of the
series have necessitated wuch compression,

Taking, therefore, the Norman Concquest as the
centre of the book, T have contented mysell with the
briefest sketeh of those settlements which do not inti
mately affect that event ; and concentrating attention
on that of the Seine, have sketched its fortunes in
some detail and traced the growing conmection be-
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tween Normandy and England which resulted in the
conquest of the latter country,

Finally, following the Normans to England, I have
dwelt especially on their infiuence on our country and
the principles of our government, and drawn out the
relations of Norman England with France and Sicily.

‘Want of space alone has prevented me from deal-
ing more particularly with the Norman settlement in
Italy, one of the most interesting of all, and one which
requires the more attention, because it has not been
adequately treated of by any Enghsh writer. But the
history of that island belongs to Italian and Eastern
rather than to English history, and it is one important
period of Enghish history which I have attempted to
dlustrate.

In one respect I feel conacions of having departed
somewhat from the rule of the senes. There are more
names than I could bhave wished. This I have found
vnavoidable ; but to obwiate as far as possible the dif-
ficulty ‘'which may thereby be caused to the young
reader, I have added a few genealogies of the most
important families,

1 have alzo given a short list of the authorities
which may be useful to those who would extend their
stuclies,

In conclusion, I would offer my best thanks to
Professor Stubbs for much kind advice and invaluable
criticism,

OxrorD 1 Marck, 1377
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the general movement, and that the expeditions were
often joined indiscriminately by Dane and Swede and
Morseman.

It will be well, therefare, to direct our attention in the
e Mocthe first instance to these three countries, and
men in obtzin a3 accurate a knowledge of the condi-
their howse. i oF the Northmen in their home as is pos.
sible from the scanty evidence which exists.

Denmark, Sweden, and Norway were, in the eighth
century, inhabited by a pecple called the ¢ Northmen, 2
name universally used to describe the inhabitants of the
Scandinavian continents.

These Northmen were, thare is little doubt, closaly
akin to the Jutes, Angles, and Saxons, who had left their
homes on the shores of the German Ocean some five
centuries before for England —branches therefore of the
great Teutonic family of the Indo Eurepean or Aryan
tace, which, coming originally from the East, broke in
upon the Roman Empire, and overwhelmed the earlic:
Eeltic or Fionish tribes whn preceded them.

That thiz people should have turned morth rathes
than south, that they should bave occupied the in-

haspitabile regitons of the Scandinavian conti-
ﬁ.mf_ rents in preference to the more accessible
e “”"I lands to the south of them, may, at first,
Norway, = appear extraordinary. But, apart from the
AR nes probability that they were forced northwards
by the pressure ensuing on the general migration of the
Gothic races and their conflict with the Roman Empire,
the fact is not hard to explain on other prounds, These
continents, Norway, Sweden, and Drenmark, with all thei
apparent savageness, offered to a people of hunters
better opportunities for supporting life, than the trackless
forests of Germany. The land abounded in animals
which could be more easily captured in the broken coun-
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try of the North than in the dense forests and wide
plains of Germany. The rivers and fiords teemed with fish
and wild-fow! ; fossil belemnite and other stones used for
weapons in an early state of society, are said to abound
on the MNorwegian coast ; and Sweden was singularly
rich in iron and copper ore, which lay very near the sur-
face. Everything, in fact, required by people in an early
state of civilisation was (o be fdund there,

Of the condition of the Northmen at the time of their
first settlement we can assert nothing. We do not know
whether they had already passed out of the o .,
hunting stage and become a pastoral people, policical
nor can we mark the date at which this con- "dite™
dition was abandoned for the more fixed one which marks
the riee of the agricultoral system. The analogy of all
other tribes of which we have any historical evidence
would lead us to suppose that they had, at some time,
passed through these stages.  Put,when we first meet with
them, they had certainly become an apricultural people
and dwelt in settled homes.

The arigin of socicty amongst the Northmen, in com-
mom with the rest of the Germanic peoples, is prebably
to be sought in the ‘village community, an g 4
association founded on the real or fictitious tie System
of the family. According to this system, the distriet
pccupicd by each community was the common possession
of the family or tribe, in whom. the absolute ownership
resided, and was divided into three parts: the village,
the arable ®land, and the common pasture. Im the
village, each of the tribal members had his homestead,
Of the arable lands he had a right to a share, but he had
to follow the prescribed rotation in his crops, and, when
it waa to lic fallow, changed his plot for ancther. On the
pasture lands he might turn out his eattle, and cut his fire.
wood, and when they were taken up for hay, each marks



