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"PREFACE.

Tur preparation of this volume for the press was wndertaken in con-
#equence of a statement in the Stendard and Madl, a Capetown
peper, of the 22pd July, 1876, to the effect that in the estimates
aubmitted to Parliament £1,00H) bad been put down for the Cape
Flats, it waa supposed with a view to its being employed in enrrying
ot planting operations as a means of reclaiming the sandy tracts
beyond Balt River.

In view of the sucoens which has followed the planting of the Landes
of Gaseony and the Gironde with the maritime pine, it might seem
that nothing now can be required in order to arreat and uotilise drift-
sanids, but to plant them judiciously with that tree. But, happily, I
may say, the failure of such plantations on the Landes of La Solopne
comes to warn us agsinst any such rash generslization. And the
observetion of sand downs in Britain, and sand plains elsewhere, show
that herbs, carices, reeds, and graases have operated exfensively in
arresting effectuslly, snd, seconding to their measures, in utilising

" what otherwise would have been barren and destruetive sand-
woated,

Looking st the subject generally, all that I eonzider established by
the pine plantationa on the sand-wastes of France ig the practiosbility
of arresting and wtilising sand-drifta by means of plantations of trees,
‘What has been aocomplished there we may legitimately infer may be
offeoted elsewhers, not necessarily by the sams means, but by means
a5 appropriate, if they can be discovered, Bt while this may be all
that is established there iz mnch more suggested.

And still more might be found to bé supmested by s study of the
whole of the sand-wastes of Europs, and of the uvatursl history of
eand, its composition, ite formation, and ita aggregation on the shore,
in dunes, in drifts, in sand-wastes, and in sand plaios, and of the
warions genera and species of plants growing upon it, and of planta-




