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HE following sermons would never have

seen the light in their present form except

in response to reiterated requests. They
are, for the most part, printed exactly as they
were taken down by shorthand writers; and no
atternpt has been made to recast them into more
literary shape. I desire gratefully to acknowledge
my obligation to all the writers of the ** Theological-
torwards " school of thought of our day, especially
to Dean Farrar; to the Rev, Andrew Jukes; to
the late Dr. Samuel Cox; to the late Rev. J. Puls-
ford ; to Dr. Momerie ; to the Rev. H. R. Haweis ;
to the Rev. W. W. Peyton, author of “The
Memorabilia of Jesus ™ (A. and C. Black); to the
gifted author of “ The Divine Humanity ” (Elliot
Stock); and to the Rev. T. Allin, author of
* Universalism Asserted "' (Elliot Stock). 1 have
not consciously quoted any of them; if I have
done so inadvertently, I do not apologize, but
rather again thank them for having so vividly im-
pressed their valuable teaching upon my memory.
If the following inadequate attempts to “ speak



Vi

good of His name " (Ps. c. 3) have no other result
than to induce some readers to study for them-
selves the writings of the authors enumerated
above, they will not have appeared in vain. If, by
the blessing of God, they help any sonl into a
clearer light and a completer trust, my thank-

fulness will indeed be beyond expression.



THREE INSPIRED PROPOSITIONS.

“For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly,
bat by reason of Him who hath subjected it. The creatore also
itsell shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God.  For the earnest expecta-
tion of the creatore waiteth for the manifestation of the song of
Grod."—Row. viii, parts of verses za, 21, 19,

S5SUREDLY, no more magnificent revela-
A tion was ever made to a humanity struggling
with its passions and its destinies than that

which is contained in these three inspired pro-
positions, for they reveal  the riddle of this pain-
ful earth"'; they emphasize the unalterable basis
of human assurance; and they indicate the un-
mistakable sphere of human responsibility. No
teacher in any age of the world has ever dared to
deal so beldly, so exhaustively, with the perplex-
ing mystery of misery which hangs like a funeral
pall over the world. “We know,"” says St. Paul,
““that the whole creation groancth and travaileth
in pain together™; and if we are not sunk in
selfishness, chloroformed by indifference, we do
know it. Our ears are deafened by the cries of

the agonized ; the imagination staggers before the
I



