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PREFACE.

Tue Author has hastily compiled the following notes
originally intended to form part of a small book, that he
hopes to publish later on, upon the Names connected with
the Stars and Constellations, He finds that otherwise he
rung every rizk of being forestalled, and of losing all eredit .
for the arduous labours and research of many months.

Just as the Constellation, " Camis Miner,” was called
“ Progyon'™ and * Asmiecanis,”—meaning the % Precursor-Dog,”
from the fact of its rising before and giving warning of
4 The Suliry Dog-Star,” “ Sirius," or " Canigilus™ (whose
appearance, in turn, foretold the Rising of the Nile o the
ancient Egyptians}—so this compilation may be looked
upon as the Author's * Probiblion,” or © Anfelibsllus "—his
 Precrsor book "—the publishing of which anticipates and
gives notice of the * Libsr" that he is preparing upon the
“ Names of the Stars and Constellations:” Latin, Gresk,
Arabic, &c. {and which he trusts will not foretell the rising
of “nid™).

.Certain Star-names are met with in Lists or Tables, and
on Celestial Spheres or Charts, These are apparently in
some eastern langnage ; since, with a few exceptions, they
are obviously not Latin, Greek, or from any modern tongue.
They appear to be put down without rule, and are often
much mutilated; probably because writers have carelessly
copied from one another from time to time, and being ignorant
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of the meaning of the Names bhave spelt them according to
fancy and at hap-hazard.

No English writer on Astronomy seems to have had any
interest in tracing these *Star-Names" to their original
languages, and thus assigning some meaning to them;
though they are pretty well known to be chiefly Arabic,
however corrupted.

The compiler of this little work has endeavoured—* son
gine magmo labove"—io rescue_these interesting relics of past
ages, to discover the comrect way of spelling them, and
thereby to elicit their original meanings.

In short, he has laboured to extricate the original names
(first bestowed probably by Arabs in the level Desert, as
they lay awake during the sultry eastern nights, and sur-
veyed in their clear skies the glittering stars in fanciful
Groups, and watched their risings and settings) from the
absurd corruptions and truncations due to the lapse of
centuries and to ignorance of the language from which they
have been taken.

Much information has been obtained from * Ideler,” a
Gearman, who wrote 2 work oo the Arabic Star-names in
1810, but every name has also been worked out, with some
aid from a scholar in Eastern tongues, and also indepen-
dently, from the Arabic itself and other languages.

In conclusion the compiler begs to observe, that so far as
he can learn, the meanings of the Star-names from Arabie,
&c., have never before this been published in English, and
that he here offers information not known even to students
of the Stars and Constellations, and trusts that his « Libellus”
may interest them and meet with a favourable reception not
only from them, but from the reading public generally.

W. H. H.
Leicester, April, 1882.
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CONSTELLATIONS OF THE ZODIAC
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INTRODUCTION.

It is custormnary among English Astronomers to designate
the Consteliations by their Latin names; for example the
group of stars known as “ The Swan,” is called ¥ Cygnus”
The Group of ** The Lion,” ** Leo,” &c. ; and the s!ars forming
them by the letters of the Greek alphabet

The characters and names of these létters are

a Alpha, ¥ N,
£ Beta. ¥ Xi
v Gamma. ¢ Omicron.
& Delta. o Pi
e Epsilon. p Rho,
£ Zeta. ¢ Sigma.
% Eta. r Taun
§ Theta, v Upsilon.
¢ Iota, ¢ Phi
x Kappa. % Chi,
x Lambda. A Psi.
® Mo @ Omega



