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PREFTACE.

+

Ix this, the third series of Breakfast-Tabla
conversations, & slight dramatio background
showe off a few talkers and writers, aided
by certain silent supernumeraries. The ma-
chinery i8 mueh like that of the two pre-
ceding peries. Bome of the characters muat
geern like old soquaintsness to those who
have read the formsr papers. As I resd
these over for the firat time for a number of
yesrs, I notice one character representing =
olass of beings who bave greatly multiplisd
during the interval which separates the
varlier and later Breakfast Table papers,—I
mean the scientific apecialists. The entomo-
logist, who confines himsolf rgidly to the
study of the coleopters, is intended to typify
this clags. The sanbdivision of labour, which,
s wo used to be told, reqoired fourtesn
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different workmen to make a single pin, has
reached all branches of knowledge. We find
new terms in all the professions, implying
that apecial proviness have boen marked off,
each baving ita own school of stodents. In
theclogy we have many curious subdivisions,
amnng the reat eschatology, that is to say,
the geography, geclogy, etc., of the “ondis-
covered country ;¥ in medicing, if the aar-
geon who deals with disloeations of the right
shonlder declines to meddle with a displace-
ment on the other side, we are not mrprised,
but ring the bell of the prastitioner who
devotee himeelf to injories of the left
ehoulder.

On the other hand, we have had or bave
the encyelopedic intelligences like Cuovier,
Buckls, and more emphatically Herbart
Hpencer, who take all knowledge, or large
fields of it, to be their provinee. The author
of Thoughts on the [niverse has something in
common with these, but he appears aiso to
have a good deal about him of what wo eall
the humonrist ; that is, an individual with
a somowhat heterogeneous personality, in



PREFACE vil

which varions distinctly homan elements
are mixed togetheor, so as to form & kind of
ocoherent snd sometimes pleasing whole,
which is 0 & symmetrical charscter as a
breccia 18 o0 & mossic,

Ar for the young Astronomer, hia rhyth-
the reaction of what some would eall ** the
netoral man™ against tho uonatamml belisfa
which he found in that lower world to which
he descended by day from his midright home
in the firmament.

I have ondeavoared to give fair play to
tha protest of gentle and reverentisl ocon-
servatism in the letter of ths Lady, which
was not copied from, bui suggested by, one
which I received long sgo from a lady bear-
ing an honoored name, and which I read
thoughtfully and with profound respect.

OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.



