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PREFACE.

To comreerern Chrietisnity folly, in all .is grandenr and
divine perfection, s Imowledge of the hisbory of the fime
of its origin and of that which preceded it will be foand
& mgeful, if not 2 necessary mesistance. Ancient Egypt
i the cradle of the religion of the Weatern World, and
all people are interested in the natore snd development
of the early faith of mankind ; for not only the Christian
but likewise the Jewish Religion, ia » direct outeome of
the original faith, Faith, Hope, end Charity are mani-
fosted ai every step; and, not least mmgst human
virtues—Love is inculeated bowards all mankind.

Home such train of thonght s this suggested to my
mind the subject of my Firet Lecture, addressed to the
Young Men's Christian Aseociation, of which I have the
honour to be Vice-Pregident. And the co-operation of the
Rev. Henry Woods Tindsll, Mr. Drew, and other friends
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of the Lustitution, eonfirmed meo in the propriety of my
intentions. The history of Ancient Egypt briogs us into
frequent combact with the Bibls narrative ; wnd the archaie-
trove discoversd in a subteyrancan wanli, al the foot of
o rogped spmy of the Libyan Monntaine at Thebes, close
to the coovent of Bahree—fonnded on the roing of &
Tample of the Thothmes family—soemed well adepied to
draw attention to the mysteries of thoss ancient times.

Thiz marvellons discovery is due to the sagacity and
perseversnoe of DProfessor Maspers, Ohiof Curator of the
Egyptian Musenm at Bouwlak, His Report has served
1a the fonndation of thet parct of my leetors which relates
to the ohjects thomselves, and the illnsirations smployed
were drawings in chalk from the photographs of Herr
Emil Brogsch, Apsistant Conservator, which accoms
panied M, Maspere's excellent paper.

But while I am still writing—mnews has reached us
from Bgypt which will interest very deeply every student
. and every remder of the Bible, Professor Edonard Naville,
of Genova, in onison with Professor Maspero, is at thia
momen| prosecuting some researchea om the part of the
Egypt-Exploration Fund Committee, of the Bible
cities of the Land of Goshen in Lower Egypt, which have
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resulted in forther discoveries of the most inferesting
_ki.nﬂ. When in chapter 1., verse 2; in chapter xi.,
verse 37, and in chapler mii., vemse 20, of the Bock of
Exodus, we read :—ihat the Israclitea—* buili for
Pharcah tressure cities, Pithom and Raamses, ® * * and
the childrem of Isrnel jonroeyed from Hasmpes fo Bncooth,
about six hundred thounsand, on foot, thet were memn,
besidea children, * * * and they took their journey
from Boceoth and encemped in Etham, in the edge of the
Wilderness.—We naturally engnire : Where were Fithom
end Haamses, and Soecoth and Etham ? Now, this
guestion has been {riumphantly enewered by M. Naville,
Pithom end Soceoth are identicsl; and this great
* treasure city ¥ of Pharoah s the Tell-cl-Maskhuta of
‘the present day, Tt lies on the frack of the recent war
in Egypt, and formed part of the late baitle figlds®

Pithom, in Egyptian, Pa-tam, the * honse of Tom,"
is the name of the temple from which the city derived its
sacred noane ; and Suceoth, in Egyptisan Thokut, wae ite
pecular nome, Soecoth was the first “station™ of the
people of the Exodus ; so that, having discovered its exact

* Bee Iatters froon Mr. Feginabld Btewart Poole and wirs
i;. several i]ﬁlgtly papers of corrent dabes, also, s fuller m?il].il&‘h' Em;'
bruary, .
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gitaation, the dificnlties in the way of tracing the jonrney
of the Children of Tsrael in their migration to the East,
are removed. Another excavation will bring Haamees
into being, and the position of Ethawm must follow soom.
We shall no longer resd words in the Holy Book which
eonvey no significance {0 cur minds ; but we shall be able
to corroborate the Bible History by ome of the mest
imporfant, facte of modern gweographical scence.

T most gincerely hope that this lecture, addressed to
the People, may have the eifect of leading many to take
Bn interest in and pureme the stody of one of the most
attractive branches of human knowledge.

Tee Bryoanow, Westgate-on-Sea,
Felrriary, 1683,




