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PREFACE

Q5T unolars meet with fmir suceess
when the waters are dark eoloured
but when the waters are clear they

find pour sport.  This 13 mainly due to

an ervoneous system of fishing, which
angling works already published have
done little to remove, and which, though its
elfects were not so obzervable fifly years ago,
when drainmee was less extensively in operation,
and when the streams continoed large and dis-
coloured for some time, I3 not at all adapted
for the small clear waters of the present day.
Tt is with the view of ﬁh-m'rl'_ug how almost, if
not quite, as good sport may be had in clear
water as in coloured, that we have undertaken
toadd another to the numerous volumes already
existing upon this very popular amusement.
1t is almost unnecessary to add, that as it is
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more difficult to deceive trout in eclear water
than in colonred, the method of angling which
succeeds best in the one ease will also succeed
best in the other,

For more than fifteen years we have pursued
angling with the greatest azsiduity ; and during
that period have obtained information fromn a
number of exeellent amatenr anglers (among
whom we may menfion the Secretary of the
late Bt Ronan's Ancling Cluly), to all of whom
we take thiz opportunity of expressing our
thanks. We have also fished with, and watehed
while fishing, almost all the bLest professional
anglers of the day, inclnding the celchrated
James Baillie, conzidered by all who knew him
the ablest Ay-fisher in Seotland, and from whom
we have recelved some valuable informnation
npon that branch of the art; and it must be
admitted that there ave few auglers like those
whose ingennity and perseverance are stimulated
by mecessily. The information received from
these we have thoroughly tested before admit-
ting it into the following pages, and we may
zafely say that we have gained more from half-
an-hour's conversation with sach, than from all
the hooks we ever read upon the subject, and
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their number is not small; most works upon
angling being rather amusing than instructive.
The angler will not find this the case in the
following volume: if hefinds nothing instructive,
he will certainly find nothing amusing ; and we
found our claims to the attention of the angling
community selely upon the oronnd of the infor-
mation we have to convey, which we have
endeavoured to make as distinet as possible;
and ns this treatise 1s only intended for anglers,
we expect thal the style and composition will
not be very severcly eriticised,

Eorssuran, Jusiary 1857,
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Eﬁ } B HE reception which the * Practieal
e LW Aneler” met with when Grat pub-
%}) lished, four years ago, was ]Jig.,ldy
gratifving. The press, as our resders will
gee by the appendix to this volume, ex-
pressed a very favonrable opimion; and
A sinee then it has wone through three
pditions—an amount of sweceas which shows
clearly that what the sngling communily now
want, is not ancther amusing description of the
pleasures of angling, but a book to teach them

how to fish.

In other respects, also, the sueces:z of the
“ Practical Angler”™ has been quite up to our
expectaiions, not that it has made o first-rate
angler of every one who has vead its pages;
very far from-this, It 1s cne thing to be told
how to fish, it is another and much more diffi-
cult thing to do it snccessfully ; tmi the theory
of angling therein explained has been generally
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received as correct, and if the angler cannot put
it in practiee it iz hiz own fanlt. Mozt of our
readers, however, admit having derived some
benefit from these pages, and we have received
numerous letters from anglers residing in all
parts of the kingdom mentioning thig, and
atabing that their baskets now present a very
different appearance on their return from a day’s
angling, It is, however, painfal to be compelled
to admit that there Is a very larre number of
anglers who have never read this volume at all,
aiving as a veason that they know all that is in
it nlready pnd ean fish well enongh. Now, ii
these wera first-rate anglers, there wonld be some
exense for them ; but they are by no means so
and 1t wonld be diffienlt to understand the state
of thelr minds, but that Blechweods Mage-
ztne Tias most opportunely solved the probiem.
The reviewsr of thig volume in that periodical
sayz—"" That darkness rather than lichi is the
deliberate choice of the willion. The best
tenching in the world iz thrown away upon
stupidity and self-coneeit, and that not only
in ethies, but in such practical matters as
angling.”

There can be no doubt that the reviewer has
here hit npon the two causes of all the ignor-
ance that i in the world, and we, ns may be



