THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF
GEORGE
BANCROFT, VOLUME
l. INEW YORK-1908]



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649634323

The Life and Letters of George Bancroft, Volume I. [New York-1908] by M. A. de Wolfe Howe

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



M. A. DE WOLFE HOWE

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF
GEORGE
BANCROFT, VOLUME
l. INEW YORK-1908]

ﬁTrieste






THE LIFE AND LETTLERS
or
GEORGE BANCROI'T






THE LIFE AND LETTERS

aF

GEORGE BANCROFT

Iy
M. A DeWOLFE HOWE

TLLUSTRATED

YoLyure 1

NEW YOLK
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S BONS
1908



R U {

Lia ] 3]’

i Lb"'l W L.:I i
(O I L B |
e LR |

CoryElGnT 1508, g
CIIARTES SERINNER™S BOND

Publi=hed Aprl, 1eo0s




PREFACE

Apour five vears ago the late Mrs. John C. Baneroft
eutrasted 1o me the private papers of her futher-in-law
that [ might prepare the hiography now presented.
"They were so numeraus thut the wsk of drawing forth
from the mass of written words some semblance of the
man whom they concerned seetneld at first to offer
nothing but difficulties.  Yet it soon appeared that Mr.
Baneroft himself had done mueh to simplify his biogra-
pher's work. The correspondence was, for the maost
part, well arranged; and, best of all, T found that Mr.
Baneroft lusial seviml many of hiis own 1.'.FI1'1:9' fetters from
their recipients, and had followed the practice of pre-
serving copies of most of the letters written during his
etive Bife.  When the source of manuscript material
i the following pages is not specitically noted, it may
therefore be understood to lie in the papers placed at
my thsposal.

[n one of the multitude of letters not used, T find Mr.
Baneroft exelaiming, " Ohl these chilidren and biog-
raphers who cannot leave in the dark what belongs
there.”  What does helong there, and what does not?



vi PREFACE

These are questions which the biogeapher must take (e
responsibility of answering with that uncompromising
finality whicl an architect wses jn building a house. No
two archileets, or biographers, confronted witly the samne
problem, can rear precisely the same structure,  Hore
the problem has Leen one of selection and elimination
ather than search.  If 1 have not always eliminated
enough, it has bheen through a desire to shed anthentic
light npon a character not without 1ts contradictions,
Where interpretation and comient lave heen cnfled
for, L can only hope they have bLeen given with the
sempathetic eandour which should exjst between a
biographer and his stibject,

For conunsel and other assistance of great variety ani
value 1 am indebted to wany fricwds and kinsmen of
My, Baneroft, and to eertain [riends of wmy own. Special
weknowledgments nist be made to Professor Wilider
D, Banerolt and My, Cliarles Bruen Perkius: to the
Hon. John Bigelow, Mr. Charies K. Bohon of the
Boston Athenwnm, My Andrew MeParland Davis, M.
O Baneroft Davis, My, Wilberfuree Fames of the
New York Dublic Library  (Tenox Branchy, MMy,
Worthington €. Fonl of the Library of Congress, the
Reve Dr. Fdwanl Everett Hale, Professar Albert
Brshnel Tlart, Col. “Phomas Wentworth  Higginson,
Dr. banes K Hosmer, Mra, Tulia Ward Huwe, My,
Willin €, Lane of the Harvand College Library, the
Hiwi, Henry bt 14 ulge, Mes, Thornton K. I_;t:-thmp,
Mr. Laonan) 1., Muckall, Dr. 8, Weir Mitchell, Pro-
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frssor Charles Fliot Notton, Professor and Mrs. Heury
(. Pearson, the late Mr. Lingee Prescott, Mr. Josial T
Quiney, Dr. Austin Scotl, Professor w. M. Sloane, Mr.
Ainsworth 1L Spolford of the Librury of Congress, andd
Mer. George G, Wolkins. Phat Mrs John C. Baneroft,
nnder whose friendly goidance the work was begun,
has not lived Lo see its completion, 15w sonree of the

deepest reygret.

Biston, Felrnary, T05.



