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INTRODUCTION.

—r——

At A mivE when the Conditions on which Property in
Land should he held are beiog brought under con-
sideration, il seems desivable Lo examine the I'rin-
ciples on which such Property rests, as well as the
practical results of our prosent laws nffecting Land,

The preliminary inguiry into Principles iz the
more neccssary, because very conflicting theories
respecting the Institution of Property are put for-
ward by defenders and oppounents of the existing
system of law, On the ope sile we have assertions
of the sacredoess of T"roperty 1o private hands; om
the other we have the doctrine that Property ean
vest only in the community, amd that its appropria-
tion to 1odividuals is 4 moral wrong and an econo-

mie blunder. Belween these extiemes there is to be



vi INTRODUCTION,

found cvery variety of view ns to the limits of right
and of expediency. In this situation a brief exposi-
tiom of the basis of Right is essential to clear the
ground for the investigation of Expediency, and the
determination of what iz expedient must finally be
contyulled by consideration of what is practicable.
Iu the following papes it iz therefore attempted
to briog Principles to bear om Practical Legislation ;
to examine the tenching of Political Economy in
the light of the facts of modern Agriculture and
Seience s and to illustrate the conelusions arrived at
by a review of the actual operation of differemt
systerns of Law in our ewn and in other countries,
After tracing the effects of the erronesus princii.‘rlu:é
embodied in our present Laws uffecting Land, the
varions Reforms which Lave been proposed in them
are disenssed ; and finally, the leading Amendments
which Legislation may usefully introduce are pointed

ont, and their applieation 2nd consequences are con-
siderad.
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