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PREFACE.

Iz is not usually considered necessary for a Preacher of the
Word of God to recommend hia labours to the world by an in-
treductory apology.  But when the annexed Discourse is known
to have been delivered in a Church, with which the author had
oo immediate connexion, though officially attached to another
in the same city; and when its unusoal lesgth,—occupying, with
the utmost efforts at compression, nearly two hours inthe delivery,
and upwards of sixty pages in print,—is found to comprise
an extent of subject, encugh for a moderate series; some ac-
count may not unreasonably be required of the circumstances
to which the performance in question owes its rise. They shall
be atated in as few aud simple words as possible.

For several years past, the writer has held the situation of
Curate, to the important Parish of $t. Edmund, Salisbury.
Till within the last twelvemonth, he is not aware that his
ministry, either in or out of the pulpit, has been disapproved.
But of late, he freely and joyfully confesses that a great altera-
tion has taken place in bis own views and sentiments upon the
subject of religion. Manyhave been since offended ; and among
the rest, he regrets to add, his benevolent and venerable Rector.
The consequence has been his dismissal from the Curacy, on
the charge of inculcating doctrines inconsistent with the Bible,
and with the public interpretations of the Church of England.

To this removal from his office, conducted in & manner per-
fectly legal, he can have nothing te object: but where no spe-
cific accusation has been preferred against any thing whieh he
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efectual method, ucder Almighty providence, to restore the
general tone of instruction in the Established Church to its
original standard of purity; by divecting an increased attention,
first and foremoet, to the oraclea of divine revelation; next,
to the interpretations authorised by the Church iteelf; and,
finally, to the writings of those holy men, by whom the
British Reformation wes conducted, and who sealed with
their blood the testimony they bore to the stability and
efficacy of the Gospel. Of this design, the two former par-
ticulars are carried into execution throughout the following
Sermon ; where the authority of Seripture is shewn to have
dictated, with uniform aceuracy, the Articles, Liturgy, and
Homilies, to which, at one time, the information of the com-
mon people was almost literally confined. The others are
exhibited in the present Preface; imperfectly indeed, but as
amply as the form and price of a common pamphlet would
allow; and with especial reference to those points, where the
acknowledged guides of our Church are less explicit. To
these have been subjoined a variety of guotations from Divines
of standard excellence; designed to shew, that such as im-
pugn the true and lively doctrines of Christ and His Apostles,
must expect no support from those whom they are themselvesac-
customed to recognise as the ablest champions of their Church ;
and that if all who maintain those tenets unimpaired are to be
ejected from the number of her friends, they will at lesst he
found in such company as would confer authority as well as
honounr upon any other than the cause of Heaven.

In the sight of many it may be thought an evil symptom,
when the authority of God is made apparently to depend, in any
degree, on the zeal and fidelity of man. Bnt who that ever takes
up the works of onr early theologians,and remembers the bless-
ing that attended both their preaching and their living, can lay
them down again without a humble but deep persuasion, that
the Spirit of truth directed their exertions, and sanctioned the
bequest to their posterity? Thess were the instruments em-
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ployed, by the blessing of Almighty God, three hundred years
ago, to reflect the light of knowledge on the superstitions of
Popery ; and it is by a return to these luminaries we shall be.
most likely, through the same blessing, to disperse that con-
centrated darknessof Poperyand Bocinianism,of Pharisaism and
Infidelity, by which the Chureh of England has been so long
and so dismally obscured.

1. 1.—The first topic of controversy introduced 1o the reader
of the annexed Sermon, is ¢he tefel Corruption of the Nature
of Man, It is a doctrine of extreme importance to all who
would sincerely set to work ot the great task of their salvation.:
But, happily, it i3 ohe #o plainly declared in our Articles, so
foreibly urged in our Homilies, and so faithfully carried out
into the confessional devotions of our Liturgy, that a very few
quotations may be thought sufficient for its further illustration
and enforcement. The first of these shall be taken from the
Catechism of Poinet, Bishop of Winchester, enlarged and re~
printed by Dr, Alexander Nowell, Dean of 8t. Paul's, in the
reign of Queen Elizabeth ; approved by the same Synod which:
subseribed and warranted the Book of Articles; recommended:
by the King's letters patent, and enjoined by the privy couneil 3
and twice republished during the last half-century,—first by
Bishop Cleaver, and afterwards by Bishop Randolph :—

t Adam wae the first parent of mankind : therefore God
ewdued him with those ornaments, to have them or lose them,
for him and his, that is, for al moeukind, So soon as he,
therefore, was spoiled of them, his whole nature was left naked,
in penury, and destitute of all good things. So soon as he
was defiled with that spot of sin, out of the root and stock
corrupted there sprung forth corrupted branches, that con-
veyed also their corruption into the ‘other twigs springing out
of them, . . . Thence came the Lorrible blindness of our
minds, and perverseness of our hearts. Thence came that
crookedness and corruptness of -all'our affections and dexires.



