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THE GREAT ARTISTS.
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ALBRECHT DURER.
Fros THE PAInTING BY HIMSELF
Fr the Punnkothel, Muntch.



w The whole wworkd without Art would be one great wilderness.”

ALBRECHT DURER
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PREFACE

HE work of Albrecht Diirer stends alone st lesst in one
particolar,—that, whila it bas challenpged the admiration, it
has baflled the eurdoaity, of centuries, and still excites speculation.
In mysterious coneeption we look for the specinl charactaristic of ©
his art; and as to execution, the hand of wan cowld do no more
Cne to whom the world listens—the great Goothe—has said: ‘1
honour daily more and more the work of a men which cannot
be velped in gold and eilver; of one who, when we know him
thoroughly, hae only the firet Itolione 28 his compeers in truth,
sublimity, and even prace 3 bot we will not say this aloud.' Even
if thia sentiment be not universafly received, yet no ome will
deny to Dfirer the merit of the mew revelation whith he pave
to the world.

It isunnecessery to recapitulate in a Preface the reflections which
ooenr in thig brief record of ‘one of the simple grest ones, gone for
aver and ever hy.'

The matter of the following pages has been chiefly ohtained from
a carefil comparson of M. Charles Heaton's sscond edition of her
invaliabla and fntorcating Life of Afrecht Dhirer with Professor
Thausing’s elaborats and exhpustive work, Diirer, Geschichis seines
Labemz und seiner Hunet. 1 have exercised my own judgment on
matters where their conclusions differ, withont entering at large
inte any of the nnmerous discuemions, for whick no dealt there i
emple scope, I have et found any informetion elsewhers which
wae net to beobtained in these two biographies, The auther of
anch hes sketohed the grand figors of Albrecht Diirer with a loving
and reverent hand, and exhibited a epirit capuble of receiving the
groatness of the trath which he toupht By his work and io his life.

RF H
BisHorawooD VICARAGE,

July, 1881,



