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PREFACE.

Some apology {Q‘ﬁy ;eb]iaps-ha deemed ne-
cessary in offeririg to the public a tale which
can ot be true.  Truth, or the semblance of
truth, is now desmed essential in works of
fiction ; the reign of the Arsbian Nightsis
over, and allegory has long cemsed to in-
terest, except in the classic worke of Addi-
son, and his confemporanes. Aware of the
prejudice against impossibilities, and partici-
pating in it strongly myself, I would gladly

have avoided any collision with spirits and
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talismans, had I heen able, without their
aid, to give Noureddin the knowledge he
desires. But how could fore-knowledge be
possessed by him in tbe natural order of
things ? He might, indeed, have dreamed
that he possessed it, aud the convenient sen-
tence, “ he awoke, and behold it wae a
dream,” wight have ended the story, and
reconciled the difficulty. Buat I own my-
self to be weary of dreama which no one
ever did, or could dream ; and, therefore, in
baluncing the two equal imposeibilities of
dreaming 8 volume, or receiving u talivman,
I gave the preference to the latter,

Tha rest of the story, it is hoped, will be
, thought patuyral ; unless 1t be objected that
Noureddin i too learped, and Fatima too
good for their country. But how hitle is
even now kngwn of the domestic habila and
manners of the Turke. Bearcely any two
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travellers agree in their necounta of the lead-
ing features of their character. One will
depict them ae devoid of every good quality,
another as possessing them all ; one declares
the women to be slavaes, ancther reverses the
picture, and represents them as domestic
tyrants, the supreme and uecontrolled mie-
tresses of their supposed lords. If such be
the contradictory nccounts conveyed to us of
ml:ll:iem Turkey, whe shall say what was the
state of gociely there three centuries ago?
Higtory tells us, indeed, of the renown of
Soleyman the Magnificent, whose fleets and
armies were the terror of Christendom, and
who was the liberal patron of learning, even
when he found it emongst those whom his
religion taught him to despise as Infidels.
Of the manners of the people, however, we
know little ; but when such wag the taste of
the court, it is scarcely to be supposed that
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some portion of the spint of research, and of
the chivalrous character of the age did not
descend to the humbler classes of society.
I bave ventured to suppose it. wag so; and if
I be mistaken, I must request the indulgence
of the reader for the error,



