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PREFACE.

——

1 make no apology for presenting thia volume to the public.
This is an age of books, and of criticiam, in which all may speak
freely. I had something to say, and have sald it as best 1 counid,
under the circumstances. I bave written what I believe to be
true, and offer it to the consideration of the public for what it {8
worth.

We have reached a crizis In our national development. We
have rushed to this pinnacle of greatness with & mad impetonosity
uioparalleled In the annals of the world; iIgnoring social adjust-
ments, essential to the symmetry and stability of a state.

My purpose being to prove the existence of & class con-
spiracy, the design of which is to subvert the principles of our
Eovernment, by a monopoly of all wealth, I have discessed the
merits of no measures, further than to prove their centralizing
tendencies.

The times demand the grestest intellipenee; the comeerted
wirdom of the wise; the grandest heroism of the brave; the purest
virtna of the good, and the most unselfish devotion of the
patriotic; and to contribute my mite in strengthening a fesllng
of dity among the masses, was my object in writing this volume.

I haye endeavored to diseuss all questions in & purely non-
partiean spirit, and to be entirsly impersomal, in allusions to
mepsures and polictes. [ have “appesled to reason,” and not
to passion; to the understanding and not to the feeling of men,

These ara times for ealm reflectlon, earnest Investigation and
wise moderation.

I have not attempted to write a book of “standard facts,” but
a brief review to excite publie thought. I have avolded general
statiatlcs as far as poseible, using “‘facts and flgures” only io
show how recent legisiatlon has resulted ln centralizing wealth
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anu power. As far as | have used euch atatlstics, I have endeav-
ored to select from reliable sources; from secretary’s repaorts,
from the epeeches of leading stetesmen, and from politieal works,
which are recognized as authority. As [ use figures only as cor-
roborating evidence, my srgument would be little ‘weakened of
they failed, In any particular instance, to stand a severe test of
criticism,

Agn the safety of the republic rests on the happiness of the
home, 1 have plead for comforts for the cottage. T'o many, our na-
tional gtrength and great wealth are our security. But remember,
the slements of liberty were never selged by force, but stealthlly
taken under forms of law, The weakeat and poorest mations of
Burope enjoy the greatest degree of safety, ag wealth only excites
the cupidity of ambition. The tramp {8 rarely robbed; the hovel
s rarely burglarized,

1 am aware that my suggestions will cail out many severs,
If not aerimonious eriticlama. For this I care nothing. Monopoly
has many and able defenders, Insolent and aggresslve; beaides,
as long as it 1s Inflnltely easier to critlelss a good book than write
one of but falr merit, there will be many critics for every mew
publication, having sufficient strength to excite comment.

After o hasty review, I frankly confess that my composition
betrays almost unpardonable haste, with a leaning to careless-
ness, but, in extenuation, T plead a necessity, which gave me but
& few weeks for the work, with frequent interruptioms by thé
demands of business,

If this volume meeta with publie favor, it will strengthen
the cause of the people; it not, it can Injure only—

THE AUTHOR.,
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CHAPTER L

A PRETTY STORY—AN ORIENTAL FPICTURE OF AN OOCOCI-
_ DENTAL 8TATE.

OJOURNING in an old Moorish village ln southern
Spaln, where the dizmal old mosgue, with vine-cov-
ered miparet, the briar-grown flelde and choked vp
canals, furnished the only evidence of anclemt civ-
flization and splendor, [ read a preity story, once pop-
ular among those characterigtically poetic peopie. It
was one of the charming orfental tales, so interesting
in its perusal, while leaving 1 valuable lesson om the
mind of the contemplative reader. F course, It was
of & prines, as gtories to be pretty must be em-
bellished with the dazzling splendor of wealth. a
mighty prince, so the story goes, with all the love of pomp and
ghow common In old Eastern times, prepared for a great feast.
His whole people were to be his puests, and the gorgeouwe eplendor
oi the occagion wag to eclipse all the festivalas of hir opulent an-
cegtora, Stupendous preparastions wers made, A great manslion
was erected, with lofty rows of majestic pillars, balconies and bal-
wttrades, and alcoves and high-grobhed ceilings, upBn which were
rich palntinge in gold and beauteous colors, glving In lfe-like
reality the battles won by his warllke ancestors, the marriage
feasts and stately ceremonies of g prince new crowned. At the
left, and looking to the east, were the canopied heavens, with
azure-tinted clouds from whose soft outlines angels emerged, with
heavenly harps happiiying the glad occasion. Away back wag
the dark blue vault, studded with hrilllant galaxies of stars, bear-
Ing the outlines and names given by the old Chaldes, as he
watched from his sloudless degert the wonders of the skies, In
the palace winge were dancing halls, where lght-hearted mirth
could trip the “light fanlastic toe" and gulde In the dizzy waltz



