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USES OF TOBACCO AND THE CALUMET
BY WISCONBSIN INDIANS

Grorce A, WEBT

ABORIGINAL TONACCO

L[t iz now almost universally conceded that the use sand know-
ledgze of tobaceo reached the rest of the world from Aweriea. Of
fally fifty species of nicofina all tnt two originated on the West-
ern coniinent, but of these Lhe leaves of but few are used as
tobaeen, g

The ahorigines of the Great Lakes region, at the fime of tha
digeovery, dild nol nee 1lhe nbaceo of the South, bul emploved
native products nstead, Wild tobaces (Nicoting rusfico) was
enltivated 1o a slight extent by the Wiseonsin Indians and stifl
grows about some of the places they Frequented. The substance
renerally emploved for smoking was fhe green portion of the
hark of the young red ogier, cornel, or dogwood (Cornus stoloni-
fere Michx.) which when preparsd they called “linmikinik™.
The leaves of the sumach [Khus glabra Wood, and I, aromatics
Ait.) were sometimes smoked. A third variety of native to
baeeo eonsisted of the leaves of a low growing evergreen shrub
ealled bearkervy or leaf redwood (Arctostaphylos wva-ured
Spreng), foond in Wiseonsin as far south as Fox Toint, Mil
wankee County, in the Lake Superior country and west o the
Yellowstone, Afier the introduction of {ohaceo into this pazt
of Amerien hy white men, the Indisn seon beeame partial to its
exhilarating gualities. Beeause of its searcity it was usually
mized with kinnikinopick for smoking purposes,
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RFFERINGS OF TOBACCO IN A DRY STATE

A universal belief that a great spivit dwelt in certain bodies
of water seemed to have possessed our aborirines from time im-
memorial,  This spirit they eall a “*maniton’’, and Father Mar-
quette found this te be o general name given to all spirits whom
they thought to be superior (o man,

Father Allowez gives a good idea of the religions beliefs and
superstitions of the Wisconsin Indians: “*Theve is here a false
and abominable veligion, resembling in many respects the faiths
of some of the ancient Pagans. The savages of these regions
recognize no sovereign master of Heaven and Barth, lmt believa
there are many genii—some of which are heneficent, as the Sun,
the Moon, the Lake, Rivers, and Woods; others malevolent, as
the wlder, the dragon, cold, and storms.  And in general, what-
ever seeimy (o hem either helpful or hurtful they eall a Maniton,
and pay it the worship and veneration which we render only
to the trae God'',

These divinities they invoke’ he says, “whenever they oo
hunting, fshing, to war, or on a journey—offering them saeri-
fices,"™

Tohaeeo was among the mnost sacred possessions of the Ameri-
ean Indians and was nsed either in a dry state or in fumes, as
offerings to their various munitous, and especinlly to their most
reverenced one, the sun.

Peter Jones, in his “*0jibway Indians’' declares that not only
the Chippewa, bot many other tribes have the eustom of offering
tohaceo to their deifies,

Offerings of tobaceo were made by the American Indians in
religious rites and solemn eoremonies, with the sime sarnestness
and fervor as was myrrh and frankineense hy their more en-
lightened Drothers of the Mast,  They vegarded it as a sacred
gift Trom the Grent Spirit.

Dire Hoffman writes of the Wiseonsin Menomini:  **Tohaces

tJeguit Helation, 1666-67.
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is frequently used Ly the Menowini as an offering, 1t is placed
before grave-loxes, sprinkled on stones or rocks of abnormal
shaps, their form lLeing attributed to the Grent Deity, or to
Ma'nabush. It s also cent as peace offerings o ofther persons
or tribes; it is given to one from whom a favor is expected, or
when an snswer 15 looked for to questions to be submitted or pro.
pounded; and likewise it is sent out, together with an invita-
tion, to mwembers of the medicine society when a meeting is con-
templated, Nothing of n serious charaeter is undertaken, or
aver attempted, before indulging in smoking and contamplation,
and perbaps by preliminarvy Fasting, accompanied by prayers
and chants,  The origin of tobaeeo is regarded by the Menomini
as mystie, ™

Both the Winnebago and Chippewa Indisns of Wiseonsin
make the same uses of tobaceo in a dry state as the Menomind, a
result of their having ficen neizhhors for several centuries, The
Siouan people of the plaing make u=e of tobaceo in all their jm-
portant ceromonies, bt in o manner shightly different from their
relatives, the Winnebago. _

Father Allonez, in 1666 or 1667, when about to administer to
a sick Fox lodian, pear the head of Lake Winnebago, was
sprinkled completely over with powdered tobaeco by the thank-
ful =on of the sick mon, who said: ““Thou are a spivit; coma
now, restore my sick people to health, I offer thee this tobaceo
in sperifiee.”’ At Green Bay, in 1672, he reports having been
treated hy an Ontagamie savage as if he were a Ood.  The in-
cen=e of this eonntry, tobaeco reduced to dust, was presentod,
and his erueifix was covered with it., A woman did almoszt the
same thing, while being instrueted and haptized by the Father:
“‘Bhe ceased not to cast tobaeco on the crueifix, which T pre-
sented to her,''®

Indian saerifices, it is Delieved, are nol made as an atome-
ment for sin, but to obtain a temporal advantage or to avert
the anger of the spirits,

214th Rept. Bu, Eth., p. 232,
2 Bmith's History of Wia, p. 25,



