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PREFACE

For the sake both of theory snd of practice, child
psychology should bulk more largely in our thooght
and in our literature than it doos.

Thers are numercus problems of general psychology
which ¢an, it scems to me, be most readily solved by a

» dose study of the developing mind as it appenrs in the
child. A series of careful records of the mental growil
of individual children would in this connection be of the
greabest valuo,  Buch records ean be made only by one
who is constantly in the most intimate contact with the
child; by one who can af the game fime assume the
seientific attitnde, and who has some aseqmaintance with
seientific method. A psyehologieal training is also
eszsential, otherwise many illuminating ineidents will ho
passed over.

Not many people falfil all these conditions. The
only person who really fulfile the first is the child’s
woiher or nurse, and she seldom has the knowledge and
mental training which are equally necessary.

Fully equipped women are, however, becoming more
numercug every day, and we may look with confidenea
to the mothers of the fotore for the material we requive,

The chief reeords at present available ave Miss
¥
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Bhinn's careful study ol her niece from hirth, and
Professor Preyer's pioneer work on the development of
his little son.

My own notes on my little niece Margaret, together
with the published accounts of those two children, Ruth
and Axel, have supplied most of the facts on which this
contribution to ehilid psychology is basul,

Professor Sully’s charming “ Siudies of Childhood "
I have also found useful, especially the “ Notes from a
Father's Diary " which record, only too briefly, the
development of Clifford.

The other children referved fo are lor the most part
little friends of my own.

The acconnt of the development of the imagination
divergres considerably from the theory gpenerally held.
In this region much work still remaing to be done. My
belief ie that in many, possibly in most cases, visual
imagery develops slowly. The child neither draws nor
builds nor models from a copy in his mind, He manipu-
lates the material sometimes haphazard, and geis a
suggestion from the result.

This is & mere sample of the kind of guestion on
which a minufe study of child psvehology may be
expected to throw light.

The practical need for a study of child psychology is
even more pressing than the theoretical. All lovers of
little children have welcomed the recent proposals for
the establishment of nursery schools. If, however, the
teachere in these schools are not thoroughly versed in
ehild psyehology and in the methods of teaching which
are naturally founded upon i, there are iwo grave
dangers to be feared.
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1f the school is regarded simply as a nursery, no use
may be made of the enormous eapacity for intellectual
growth and assimilation of knowledge that characterises
the third, fourth, and fifth yeara. Buch a sechool, whila
lacking the often objectionable character of a street
environment, might prove even more cramping fo the
developing intelligence.

On the other hand, if the school is thought of as a
place where children st quietly in rows and receive
instruction, the working out of this idea may lead to
evon more fatal results.

To find the safe, middle path between these two
dangers, the teacher must be equipped with the fullest
knowledge of e¢hild nature that is yet available. To
teach the little people as they onght fo be taught and
deserve to be fanght, to preserve their sponiancity and
keop their eager interest alive, iz no easy task; but if
this task were well done it would make an incalenlable
differemen to Lhe work of the ordinary school, and in the
end to the life of the nation.

M. D
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