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" For Sparts, for Pagentrie and Playes
Thoa hast thy Eves and Halydayes ;
Om which the young men and maids meet,
To exercise their dancing feet
Tripping the comely country round
With Dafodils and Daisies crown'd.
Thy Wakes, thy Chirintals, hers thou hast,
Thy Maypoles too with garlands grac't :
Thy Morris-dance : thy Whitsun Ale:
Thy Shesming-feast which never fil"™

Hersicr's Hesgeriales.
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PREFACE.

ENCOURAGED by the "kind reception which his
_former book, Our Englisk Villages, met with at the
hands of both critics and the public, the author has
ventured to reproduce in book-form another series of
articles which have appeared during the past year in
the pages of The Parish Magazine. He desires to
express his thanks to Canon Erskine Clarke for
kindly permitting him to reprint the articles, which
have been expanded and in part rewritten. The
Sports and Pastimes of England have had many
chroniclers, both ancient and modern, amongst whom
may be mentioned Strutt, Brand, Hone, Stow, and
several others, to whose works the writer is indebted
for much valuable information.

The object of this book is to describe, in simple
language, the holiday festivals as they occurred in
each month of the year; and the sports, games,
pastirnes, and customs associated with these rural
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feasts. It is hoped that such a description may not
be without interest to our English villagers, and
perhaps to others who love the study of the past

Possibly it may help forward the revival of the best |

features of old wvillage life,. and the restoration o
some of those pleasing customs which Time has
deprived us of. The writer is much indebted to
Mr. E. R. R. Bindon for his very careful revision of
the proof-sheets.

BARERAM RECTORY,
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|



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L
JANUARY.

Dedication Festivals—New Vear's Day—'" Wassail "—Twellth
Night—" King of the Bean"—S5t. Distaffs Day—Plough
» Monday—Winter Games—Skating—Sword-dancing ... ...

CHAPTER IIL
FEBRUARY.

Hunting —Candlemas Day—>5t. Blaize's Day — Shrove-tide—
Football—Battledore and Shattiecoc -throwing

CHAPTER IIIL
MARCH.

Archery — Lent — * Mothering ™  Sunday — Palm  Sunday —
it ¥ Thursday—Watching the Sepulchre

CHAPTER IV.
AFRIL.

Easter Castoms—TFace Handball in Churches—Sports con.
fined to special localities—Stoolball and Barley-trake—Water
Tournament—CQuintain—Chester Sports—Hock-thde...

CHAPTER V.
MAY.

Magday Festivities—May-pole—Morris-dancers—The Book of
ports—Bawling—Bealing the Bounds—George Herbert's de-
scription of a Country Parson ... .. .o we o

AGE



