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PREFACE

TH15 heok has no other aim than to make the somewhat Qifendt Kpis-
tle to the Komanz hetter andecstomd—io report to fhe reador what the
aposgle has weilten, It is ot pot foreh in the infeeest of any thenlogical
system; il has no theory of any kiod fo advocale amd no poiol {6 make,
exced by lispassionate study o ascertain the menning of Faol™s lasgiuge,
The commentalor, even more than the preacher of the paspel, 5 goder
sedemm olligation ool Lo bepr false wilness egmnst the sacred pemmien, ool
b misinterpret lim, not to overlay his thonght with perseoad views; the
commentitor’s work & o follow down the sbrenm of the inspired fexl, (o
measure ity width and 1if posable s depth, Dol mot Lo dig new choomels
for it and mot o divert its Aow to waler his own garden.

This book is not a hasty product, but the result of many years of labor.
The anthor has had the privilege and plessure of guiding more than
twenty clazses of theological students through the Epistle to the Komans,
fourtcen of these using the criginal text. The instruction has not heen
given by means of lectures vead or dictated by the teacher.  Kach word
and cach idea in the cpistle have been discussed with the class, every
member of which had the utmest liborty to sugeest kis diffically, to ask
questions, 1o oppose, todeny, or tocall up the contrary view of any oim-
mentator.  This ook ia the oulcome of these years of stedy and discus-
sinmn.

While the very words written by the apesile have Deen considersd and
wolgher] oee by e, the resull 15 ood presentesd m ! for, oor with say
Byt the very lenst referemce (o the Greek.  There &5 o larpe class of men,
educnded men, who, after oll, cin read a0 commentary with most satisfaction
pnd profit in English.  This Dook is especially designed for thems  The
viluminons works of Meyer nnd of Godet, even when translated, of Alford,
of Suoday and Hendlam, and of others, are serviceable only to those
having a fair knowledge of Greek, Of the commentaries that have ap-
peared since the Reformation, Sanday and Headiam enomerate thiriy-
five, very few of which can be used by any but scholars.  They have their
place, and are invalusble in the cloisters of the erudite. Dot ncearare and
even expert knowledge can be conveyed in vernscular speech, as is made
very upparent in the excellent commentaries of J. A, Beet, of I1 G C.
Moule, of M. B, Riddle, —the latter not incloded in Sanday and Headlam's
list, —nnd of E. H. Gifford in the ** Speaker's Commentary.,”  There is
room for more such, in which dry and arbitrary technicalities are not ex-
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