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INTRODUCTION.

““The most anbstantial glory of & country ia in ite virtuows,
great men. Ite prosperity will depend on ita docility to learn
from their example.

““That nation is fated to ighominy and servitude for which such
men have lived in vain.”

The real history of Illinois must be found in the lives of her
eminent men. This statement will bear repeating, as at least,
inviting careful consideration.

The real history of Minois must be found in the lives of her
eminent men, and wa shall look in vain for it elsewhers. The
growth of our state hus been phenomeunl, and with a good degree
of commendable pride, we look over the tables indieating our
progress in all material things. Bul slatistivs are not history,
and the columnoe of figuves, furnished by our censua bureaw, give
only the skeleton of sbate organization and development, For
all beanty and expression of form and feature, we must look else-
where, and for the hidden wsprings of life, the vital forees that
underlie all development, we must look far deeper, even down to
where living sonls think end feel, plun snd resolve.

The old adage has come down to us ' from the dark sges, * Peace
hae no history,” wnd the record of former centuries, sbounding in
tales of bloody strife und savage warfare, seeme to prove the adage
true for those times.  Fortunately, however, o change has come in
these latter duys, or Ilinois would have wo history outeide our
our Indian conflicts,

On our eoil there are no marked battle-fields, no places
renowned for even traditional achievements in srms, and our war
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vi INTRODCOLIION.
record, however glorious, has itz plare in national, not stute
history.

We have within onr borders, one imposing monument in honor
of one of the grandest lives and noblest charncters the world has
known, decorated with the symbols of warlike acliievements ; but
that monument, like the life it commemomtes, knows no state
limitutions. At that shrine. the enfrunchised slave has equal
right with ourselves to bow in revercnce, und honor the man as
the gavior of the nation. Huot tines have changed, and Peace has
her history, resplendent with grand achievements and glorions
victories,

Shall it be said, then, that Teace has no heroes ¥ May there not
be heroism in conafruction, a8 well g in desfyuefion F—in Improve-
ment and development, as well a8 in rufn and devastation 2 May
not heroism M represented hy the open palm, ns well aa the
clenched fist *—hy the cross, as well na the crown ¥

To all these yuestions, the bistory of our state gives an emphatic
answer. There wng heroiasm in those men who steid the tide of
iucoming burbarism, and opened the springs of o high eivilisation,
—whao kept out slavery with its threefold curso on master, servant
and enil, snd estublished fresdom, with its threefold blessing, on
mind, body and eatate : who planted the seed, and cherished to a
vigorons growth, our educational, benevolent, and Christian insti-
tions, aderning the prairie with sehoolhouses, asylums, and church,
There was heroiam also on the part of those men, who inaugurated
and pushed to sncecessful igsne our grand systems of railroad and
commercial enterprise, which heve in great measure brought to us
our wonderful prosperity. But who, and where, are the heroes ?
Most of them rest with the fathers, and little has been done to pre-
gerve their names, or eherish their memorics, The legislature of
the state has, indeed, attempted something in this direction, in the
pames given to the counlies; Dut this honor has been rendered
with little discrimination as to real merit, and it is very doubtful,
if even the citizens of Cook and Coles, of Pope sl Edwards, have
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any thought of the noble gnalities, or great achievements, which
thege names should supgest. .

That this sketch may in one instance remedy thie neglect, is the
writer's reason for giving it to the publie.



