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INTRODUCTION

“Tell s about real folks.'  This is Lhe request that comes to us
apain and again from children in the upper grades.  In regponse to
this appeal, the authors, in preparing “Modern Americans.” have
attempred to pive the pupils the worth-while things they like to
read rather than the things adulus think they oaght to like.

Those who have tanghs reading very long agree that the old-
time hero stories have alwass had a peculiar charm for pupils.  But
all the heroes did not live i olden times; they are with us today,
Why, then, isn't it well to acquaint tie children with present-day
heroes?  Vounyg people in the upper grades are especially interestod
in the men and women who are actially deing things.  Thev desiee
to study in school the persons they read about in the daily papers.
Elitu Root rocently said: 1t seems sometimes as if our people were
interesied in nothing but personalizics.”

To bridge the gap berween our schools and practical everyday
life hag become one of the chiel concoms of the wide-awake teacher.
Aceordinglyin peormaphy we are stindving the industries about ug,
In English, civice, and history we oo develing an inereasing amount
of time to o consideration of “Cur-ent Fvents,”  All Lhis 13 in ihe
right direction; for, to create am 'stercst in Lhe men and women ‘of
the hor and the social activities of the day makes lor an antelligent
citizenship.,  “Acquaint the people with the great men of any period
and vou bave tuught them the history of the period.” sevs Carlyle,
Enow the past, if possible; know the present by ail means.

At first thoughe the reader may disagree with she authors in the
lizt of characters chosen. He mav think that many of America's
reazest men and women have been omitied while others of less
impartance have been given a place.  In reply permit us to say that
preatness of achievement has not been the only consideration in
choosing the character siudies. Not gl preat men and women
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have life siories thet appeal to ehildren, and unless the stories do
appenl, it 35 better to omit thom until the children are older.  Then,
oo, it seemed desivable to solect persons in various fields of human
activity, thus brozdening the scope of the child’s kaowledee.

The reader wall observe that we have placed much stress npon
the childbood experiences of the men and women studied, for the
reason Lhat elaldren are 1o read the stones; and siee they are sure
Lo miterpret what they read i terms of thelr own experiences, we
muat, ng far as possibile, record experiences that are common o all,
namely, childhood cxporienees,

It 1 hoped thas these stories have been so brought within the
experiences of the puptls thal they will be led to disorss then. Many
of thie storics were triod ous with children in the Tniversity Trom-
ing Srhool and the enthrsiasiie disoussion: thatl followed were bath
ineresting and helplbal.

Lastlv, and moss important, the auihors have ailempied 1o m-
spire the pupils with a purpose o make the most of themselves,
The lives of great ruen and women are swre to Le an inspiration 1o
the young,  Sinee great men stand lor greal things they are sure to
emhody the lutest and best 10 science, art, government, religion, and
education. By stadying the lives of these representative men and
wormen i1 15 hoped that the pupils w3l be stimulated to Tofty purposes.

Acknowledgement s hereby made to The Bobbs-Memill Co.,
pubhishers of Mr. Riley's poems, ior kind permission to republish
“The Old Swimmin’-Hole™'; and alse, to the publishers of "“The
Story of a Pioncer”— Jordaun; ' The Story of My Lite"—AHAeller; and
the magazine ""Success'’ for additional source material.

Crester M. SANFORD
Grace A OOWEN
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