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The way-faring pilerim presonds hor thanks
to those persons who have subscribed for her
Wreath, and paud in advanee, to nid the por-
chpse of paper for the work.

Bubscribers, on receiving the Wreatk, are re-
quested to bear in mmd the sulhor’s description
of it; that it is an origingl Tule, or Religions
Novel. They are Likowise solicited to keep in
remembrance, 3 they survey the Frreath, its
author's afflicted condition while writing ; and
let fervent charity cover & multitude of faults.

1. L.
Germantowen, July 2008, 1831,
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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE,
OR APOLOGY.

—

Reanne,

This i an original tale. It isintended in ita
presemtation 1o the world, for the children and
youth of our [and, The Authaross is sensible, that
this maost interesting part of the community, are
already well [urnighed with coleclwining sl in-
structive bocks, Shoe holioves, 1f e¢hildren of this
£ra grow up in vanity, and waste the bleom of youth
in sin snd folly, they vannot be excused on the
score of scarcity or menonees of cufwerd means
of imstruction, especiolly of gﬁu& books—ithesa
are plenty.

At the sama time that I mako 'Lh'EE'EI declarations,

I am offering a new book. How is thial I will

tell thee reader. I will stale the circumstances

thaf indneed ma to write and to publish the W reath,

(in abstract, and with all possible brevity; asa

lengthy preface, like a long dull sermon, is moatly
obsolete, and rarely useful.)
i"



vi FREFRACE,

In the first place, I shall remark; that in my
opinion, it would be more meck modesty in me, to
pretend to suppose that my name is unknown in
the United States, whon I kave nppeared in nearly
all itz large cities in thirteen of the States, in (what
the clergy call) a disorderly character, even as a
preacher of the zospel of Chriat ; for Paul says: ©1
suffer not a woman to teach.”

But I am not carciil, at prescnd, to debate this
matter. It is enongh for me, that G'od, the High
and Holy One, hath said: his © handmaids shaell
teach,”* even gentile fermules, as well as Judoh's
daughters @ and 1 kpow Paul was g good man, and
that he never intended to hedge up & path epencd
and haltowed by Jehoveh of Hosts,  Never.

In this faith I write. .Itis strong, unwavering
and sincere—irmmovable iteclf;, though it romoves
mountaing away from me, inasmuch as 1 trust in
God.

What of all this? Why, I am giving you & pro-
loguo to my prefoe—that is abl-—You may cry
pish—and pass on if you like.

My travels, with the testimony of Jesus, which
is the apirit of prophesy,™ huvo been hindered by
a series of bodily afffictions. I have lLad many
painful doys and nights appointed for me, gioce

* Propheay.




PREFACE. vii

October in 1827, Among other ailments, a con-
firrmed disease on my mervous system, has confined
my poor body to a sick charaber through four sue.
cessive winters ' At timos my mind has suifered
sevorely by sympathy with its deeaying walts of
clay, and appeared to be threatened with desola-
tion—I was mlvized in try some amusing employ
to sustain ifs remains of energy ; and with humble
praver to iy blessed Redeemer, for direction, sid
and blessing, I took up my pen, to write a Story ;
It 18 dope—1I have beon amused.

As to the publishing part, my meolive is, to get
S0me money {0 pey my way glong & pilgrim’s path,
through thia selfish, proud, and aposiate world.
Travelling s now tar better for me than medicing ;
it is evidently =0 ordered by my Divine Muster—
and travellng is E.!:pﬂnsiva—nnd gickness “wa
great waster.”

The climaio of New-Engiand, (the dear land of
my nativity) 18 opposed to my discases;—I am
neccasitated to fly from the N. E. coast of ouor
country ; and far from the spot * where my infancy
wept,” must pich my winter's tent—yen, far from
an aged father’s dwelling, 1 go, alone, as to mortal
guide. Itis well—God orders it so—I know it;
and [ know my Savior is with me.

I suppose my preaching (occasionally) prevents



