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INTRODUCTION

IT would be difficult to find another so
competent as Dr. Zwemer to write a life of
the first great missionary to the Moham-
medans. For twelve years he has been
working with his associates of the Arabian
Mission of the Reformed Church on the
eastern coast of the Arabian peninsula
and in the Turkish region northwest of the
Persian Gulf. To an almost perfect com-
mand of Arabic, an accurate knowledge of
the Koran, untiring zeal and indomitable
courage, he has added an absorbing love
for the Mohammedans, and a desire to
make known to them in truth that Savior
whom in their belief their prophet annuls
and supersedes.



Mntroduction

As I passed down the Persian Gulf in
the spring of 1897, the captains of the
steamers, without qualification, spoke out
in praise of the “lion-hearted ” missionary,
as they called him, who would sit on the
hatches with the Arab travelers and con-
found them out of their own scriptures.
In the interval of itinerating journeys into
the interior of El Hasa and Oman Dr.
Zwemer has found time to produce a vol-
ume on Arabia (published in 1900), which
is the standard authority on the peninsula,
and one of the best books available on
the questions of interest to all Christians
springing from the rise and extension of
Islam. Loving the Mohammedans and
knowing their religion thoroughly, and
working constantly for an enlargement of
the missionary force attempting the evan-
gelization of the Moslem world, Dr. Zwe-
mer has qualifications for understand-
ing the life of Raymund Lull, and for
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