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INTRODUCTION.

Born about the middle of the last century, four naval
officers, of nearly the eame age, and sc united by inter-
marriage that they were practically brothers in every respect,
nobly performed their part in the mighty wars betwesn Great
PBritain and the rest of the world which istned it the firm
establishment of the modern British Empire ercated Ly Chat~
ham, Hawke, Anson, Wolfe, Clive, and Boscaweo. Sach
brief notices of these gallant scamen as can now be recovered
may not be unacceptable to those of their dessendants whose
blood kindles with the memory of & gloripus past,

The names of thess four officers wers Captain Thomas
Larcom, Commissioner Jogeph Larcom, Admiral Aiskew
Paffard Hollis, and Admirsl George M¢Kinlay. The first
two wera brothers: Joseph Lareom and (George MtKinley
married, as young lieutenants, the two pretty sisters of
Aiskew Paffard Hollis, The harmony between the foor,
cemented by these domestic ties, was uninterrupted through
life, and has been continued in their families to the present
day. BSeldom has brotherhood in blood marched more grace-
fully along with brotherhood in arms. The first-named of
the four was, it will be seen, the least intimately connected
with the rest of the band; he was by a few years the oldest,
and died much the earliest; bot he was unmarried, and his
brother’s ties wern his own,

They were all connected with one common place of resi-
dence, Gosport, in those days a small fortified town, the
interests of whioh were as closely connected with the Royal
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2 INTRODUCTION,

Navy as those of Portsmonth itself, but the country sur-
rounding which was still the eountry, exhibiting the rural
features of the county of Hants in & manner very different
from anything which could be found in the immediate
neighbourhood of busy Portemouth. That place was far
more than at present the one grest dockysrd and areenal of
Foglund, ocenpying much the same position as Brest, before
Lonis XIV called into existence, ag ita coadjutors, Toulon and
Bochefort. Closport was the favourife residence of retired
admirals, captains, and lientenants, men generally of humble
means, but full of noble traditions, who rejoiced in spending
the evening of their days in clewe proximity to the old
weoden hulks of which they themselves had once been the
pride, and amidst the incessant poing and coming of the
fleets in which ftheir eons and grandsons were embarked.
Who shall say how much of the spirit which has made Eng-
land what it is, was geoerated and perpetomted in such a
focus of honest patrigtism, juet as it was in the Middle Ages
at the Cingue Porie, in Elizabethan fimca at the ports of
Devon, and in the days of the Htoarts at Lowestoft and
Harwich! How well I romember as a ¢hild walking on the
Goeport mmparts—the ¢Lines' sz they worn ealled—with
the ancient ladies of the Larcom kin, and listening with
delighted ears to their simple storiee of the naval members
of the family whose lives still formed the chief subject of
their affectionate recollections. It was but a type of what
those “Lines® had often witnessed in many previous gensra-
tions,—Britannia, as the elaborate illustrations of the old
naval histories loved to represent her, pointing out with ex-
pressive geature the pictured deeds of heroes to the ghistening
eye of youth,

There is & gpecisl imtereat in the carcer of cur family
heroes independent of their blood and their connection. They
all eame into the world either just before, or just after, the
great Peace of Paris in 1763, Ly which, after the stroggles
of twenty-four yenrs with France and Spain, the right of
Gireat Britain to her Modern Empire was signed and sealed.
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They were thus born into a glorious inheritance. The great
Earl of Chatham, to whom, under Providence, the acquisition
of that Empire was chiefly due, was still the most conspicuous
man, the most renowned sfatesmon in Europe; the grest
Lord Hawke was the visible representative of the Navy. He
was still First Lotd of the Admiralty while some of them
were of an age to be well awnre of the fact, and the revered
name of the * father of the British navy' wasin every mouth
while they were advancing to maohood. The memory of
Anson and Boseawen bad net yet passed sway; Eeppels
famous Trial must have been tha stapls of their conversation as
midshipmon and lientenants; Rodney and Howe were the great
chiefs under whom they were nctually led to glorions victory,
What must have been their feclings when, just as they were
budding into efficient naval life, they found themeelves called
upon, along with fheir compeers, to bear their pert in saving
their country emec more from the grasp of those *iwice-
battered * enemies, France and Spain!

These Fowere calrulated that Great Britain, overweighted
and depressed in the stroggle with her own rebellious colonies,
would at once sucenmb when those colonies were reinforcad,
at the eritical moment, by the naval Powers which had
formerly given her so much trouble to overcome, and which
had been stodiously and etealthily replicing their forees during
the Peace. How nearly did the newly-asquired Empire seem
to be deomed to & premature collapse! How grandly did the
British fleet under Rodney rise to the ocomsion! How finely
did Lord Howe, when the new war of the French Revolu-
tion broke out, remd his foe the old lesecn om the First of
Junet Young Hollis, still a child, had served in Keppel's
action of 1778; yoang MrKinley, still a boy, bore his part
on Rodney's glorious Twelfth of April in 158z; the two
Larcoms and Hollis, by that time three of the most ex-
perienced lieutenants in the serviee, wore no small con.
tributors to Howe's glorions vietory in 17g4. But these
were only portions cut of many valnable services performed
by each ; and will find mention under their separate records.
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4 INTRODUCTION.

The question may paturally occur—Why did no one of
these prime seamen and geallact officers rse to the higher
places in the profession, to the command of flects, and titles
of distinetion? Tt might be encugh to say that there is
a great dea! of what men call ‘fortune’ in these matiers.
Some must fill the first and some the second posts. As a
matter of fact, the eldest of the brotherhood had a very pear
chance of becoming one of the leaders of the naval service.
Captain Thomas Lareom, by his conduet ae first lieutenant of
Liord Howe'a flag-ship on the First of June, at onee emerged
into high rank, and ss * Acting-Captain’ commanded the
Russell, a line-of-battle ship, in Lord Bridport's action. He
wad soon afterwands Flag-Captain fo Sir Charles Cotton and
{Lord) Collingwood in quick sueceesion, and wounld perhaps
have made a name ; but his eareer was suddenly cot short by
death, The other three, who hed no sueh sudden lift at
a eritical moment, spent oo long B time in the ranks of
licutenant, commander, and captsin, to obtain as high a place
a3 wae requirgd to reap the foll benefit of the eervices they
had performed before the conclusion of the war; and the
remson of that long delay is to be found in the aristoeratic
condition of the mavy in thoee days. Men of family were
pushed on early in life, or some species of back-stairs intercst
supplied the place of birth sed position. The origin of the
four brothers was good, worthy, and respectable,—e better
inheritanee than much that goea by the name of nolility,—
bnt it was not of a naturs, nnder such s state of things, to
absolve our sncestors from the necessity of making their own
way in the world; and this meant a long apprenticeship in
the lower grades of the service.

Judged mmdecd by the standard of modern days, the great
amount of good war-service performed by some of these
men would command very liberal rewards; but we must
remember the enormous dimenzions of the forces called out
in the war, ond the soverc rivalry of 50 many eandidates for
distinction. Nor, it must be admitied, werc any of the
brotherhood, as far as one ean judge, men of the superlative
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type of the Nelsons, Howes, Jervises, Collingwoods, Hoods,
or Pellews. But they were decidedly above the average, as
we shall see when we get farther. They may still more
favourably compare with their contemporaries in their vir-
tuous and blameless lives., Respected, loved, admired, they
did something to elevate their generation ; and some of them
were men of a solid, but nndemonstrative, religious character
which their pallant deeds rendered the more exemplary, They
may be reckoned as witnesses to loter times of the better
traditions of a period which has been foo indiscriminately
condemned, but which no donbt did require the impetus of
new religions movements to render its excellent principles
earnest and practical. *To hooour all men, love the brother-
bood, fear God, and honour the king,” was with our ancestors
*the whole duty of man ;' and in their case it must be allowsd
that their actiome did on the whole correspond with their
belief.

We now turn to the birth and parentage of the brother-
hood, and begin with the Larcoms,



