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TRANSORIPT OF TESTIMONY

TLEEY ¥

THE BRIBERY INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE.

-

AssEmBLY CHAMEBER, TWERNTIETH Bsumﬂ,}
SaomaMENTO, Janoary 15th, 1874,

WaerEas, A portion of the poablic press bave made serious charges

ainat the honor and honesty of undesignated members of the Assem-
bly in reference to the late Senatorial eleotion; therefore, be it

Resolved, That o committee of tive be appointed by the Bpeaker, who
shall have power to senl for persona und papers, sud report the result
of the statements made to this House at an esrly date. *

Adopted.

(Signed:) BRUMSET,

: Aggistant Clerk.

In pursuance with the abave resslution, the Speaker appoipted aa
cominitiee, Mesars. Summars, Chairman; Norton, Freeman, Cogging, and
Simpers, to which Mr. Amerman was added by resolution of the House.

(Signed:) BRUMSEY,

On Fabruar[y fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy.four, Mr. Summers
offerad the following resolation, which wns referred to the Committee
on Rules and Emplopés, and finally adopted: o

 Resolved, That. the Senatorial Investigating Committes be and are
bereby authorized to employ a aborthand reporter for such a length of
time sa they sball deom pecessary, suid reporter not to receive more
than eight dollars per day, including all services rendered in taking and
tranecribing, ate.

Under the above resolution, H. A. Jones was appointed as reporter of
ihe commities. ;

Acting under the authority of the firat resclution, the Chairman ap-
pointed a mesting for Wednesday following.
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Wednesday, at seven p, M., the committos met.

At seven o'clock and five minutes P, M the commities met in the Ser.
geant-at-Arms room—Present, a4 full committes,

Mr. Amerman offered the following resolotion:

Resolved, That the proceedings of this investigation be had with
elosed: doova, no person being& aflmit.ted during the ressions excepting
the secaser, bis counsel, and the witness on the staud; further, that the
ranrtar and all the members of the committes be required to keep still
all the proceedinga of euch session uotil the investipation is finally con-

‘eluded.

My, Norton said he was opposed to the theory of the resolution.

Mr. Coggins stated that on Friday last some four or five members of
the commiites hud met and decided to have the investigation open to the
reporters and to the pubile. ;

Mr. Amerman—1 will withdraw the resplotion and wodify it by offer.
ing this amendment: Thot all the witnesacs that are aubranned in this
case be reqilired to keep oo the cutside until they are called.

Mr. Simpson—I would second that.

Mr. Norton—I would second that to prevent collasion.

Mr. Cogging suid that one'of the reperters prosent had been subpee-
naed, and he hoped an exception would be made in his case aod he be
permitted to remain.

Mr. Amerman offered the following written resolution:

Resolved, That sll witnesses sabpanacd in the matter of this investi-
gation be excluded from Lhe room during the examipution of noy wit.
pese ou the stand. !

Mr. Coggins—Until after they have given their testimony.

Mr. Amerman—Yes; until atter their evidence has bden given,

f’;ﬂ Summers—Well, gentlemen, does that resolntion meot with a sec-
on

M. Bimpson—1 second it,

The resclation was adopted, and the Sergeant.at.frme directed all
witnesses present, excepting reporters, to withdraw, The names of
witnesses were read,

TESTIMONY OF VINCENT RYAN,
VIH:G!NT Ryan coelled, aworn, and examined:

Mr. Amerman—Mr. Chairmsn, I understand that the party who makes
the aecusation in-this case is sccompanied bere to:night by bis counsel.
1 would, therefore, move that the counsel of the scenser be reguested to
conduet this examination on the part of the prosecstion,

Mr. Norton gesonded the motion.

Mr. Cogging—I have uo objections, Mr. President, but I think it would
be only fair that the counssl of the accnsed; as soon as we catch him,
should have the same privilege.

Mr. Amerman—] amend thet.motion by slso including &8 & portion of
it that Mr. Norton, on behalf of the committee; be requesied to act ag
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counsel on behalf of the committee, which, of courss, would be on the
part of the defense. - : :

My, Cogginsg—I suppose, of eourse, it iz noderatood that.each member
of ihe committes will exercise the privilege of asking any guestion that
he degires, - .

Mr. Norton—And if the accused, daring the progress of the investiga-
tion of the charges, should conter on some one man, I suppose that he
would be entitled to appear by counsel here, the sume as the prosecu-
tion.

The motion of Mr, Amorman was carried.

N. Greene Curtls appenred as the counsel for M. D. Borack, and stated
that he did not appesr to prosseute the case, and was pol disposad to
take advantage of any one, but merely desired to protect the rightis of
hia client.

Mr. Amerwan read the following article from the Chronicle, of the
16th of Junuary, 1874:

Mr. Amerman—Now, I wonld suggoest, Mr. Chairman, as preliminary
to entering upon this inveatigation, that as the charges have been made
by Mr. Boruck through hie paper, and it {8 understood that be occupiss
that position hers—ag o sort of 4 prosecating witness—the position a
prosecuting witness does in s criminal prosccution; and Mr. Bornek
would be a proper person to be first examined. 1 merely make that
auggestion so we can understand what the charges are, and then pro-
cead with the investigation,

Mr. Norton—I would like to hear, Mr. Chalrman, read hefore the
committes, the charges made by him, Bornek, They have passed out of
my mind, i’ I ever notleed them. [ puppose they are in the paper pub-
lished by him, e Spirit of the TVmes. Have you a copy of that paper
here, Mr, Boruck?

Mr. Boruck—I1 have not s sopy of the papor with me, bot I can tell it,
Mr. Norton, almost word for word. t was this: ihat I knew of an
Assemblyman who bad been offered itwo thousand dollars for his vote;
that the offer was made in gold notes; and thab the Assemblyman had
spurned it and refused It; and that I could prove it T'hat is the sam,
and substanéa of that article. ;

Mr. Norton—I wappose the only object in expmining Mr, Ryan first,
Mr. Amerman and Mr. Chawwman, was to allow him to be here, being a
reporier; and 1 suppose parcies bere would ngt seek to exclude him if
he or Mr. Boruek was exsmindd firat. I think it would be proper to
examine Mr. Boruck firat. )

My, Freeman—Mr. Chairman, I move that Mr. Boruek be brought on
the stand, and examined ae to what he lkinows of the gentleman who was
offered two thoosund dollars. ]

The motion was seconded and adopted,

TESTIMONY OF MARCUZ D. BORUCK., -
Mancus D. Bonuck, called, sworn, and examined:
On the nineteenth of December, at three o'clock in the afternocon, in

this city, 1 was oo my way to Wells, Fargo & Co.'s office, prior to lesv-
ing for Ban Francisce. I also had a telegraphic dimpateh to send below
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informin%{my famity that I was on my way down. Coming out of the
Orleans H
Apgsembly, who called me to him {the gentlemen of the press will tell
me if I go too fast tor them; I want to study their convenience in giving
tha testimony), and he stated that he had something important to im-
part to me. I ssked him what it was. He wsaid the friends of Booth
were endeavoring to purchase votes. [ asked him how he khew it. He
hesitated somewhat in speaking. 1 told him he had gone so far, he
might as well tell the remainder. He snid he had been offered two
thousund dellars, I think he said in gold potes, to leave Shafter and go
for Booth, 1 herried him somewhat in his econversation, ag the hour for
my leaving was approsching, I asked him what he did under the cir.
-cumstances. He said that he had indignautly refused to entertain the
roposition, but finally, for the purpose of consultation with his friends,
Ee afl agreed to meet the parties again at six o'clock that evening. I
left him then to censuit with his friends, and I proceeded to the city,
and lesrned sobssquencly that there was no forther consuliation
between them. That is all sir, unless the gentlemen desire to ask me
some questiona,

Mr. Norton—How long was this before the Benatorial contest waa
terminated? 2 2

Apswer—This was on the nineteenth of December. I think the
SBenatorisl conteat was closed the next day, Mr. Norton; if I am not
mistakon it was, was it not?

Quaestion—0On the twentieth? I think it was,

A.—Yes, sir; the day befbre, it waa.

3 —Where did you say you saw him, Mr. Borock?

A.—UComing ont of the Orleans, I met him; directly in front of the
Orleans.

. —Was hie coming out of ‘the Orleans?

A.—No, sir; be was coming from J etreet; was coming in that
direction,

Q. —Hud you had aoy previovs conversations with him about thia
sukjeet?

A~—No sir; not a word. "

Q.—IHnd you met him during the Senstorial fight to consult with him?

A.—No, sir; not at all. -

Q. —I¥d he wel! you whe bad offered him two thousand dollars in gold
noleg 1o change his vote from Shafter to Booth? :

A —Te did, sir.

Q.—Who was it?

A.—I made him a pledge that T weuld permit him, if necessary, to
divalge the name if it ever came to that point, and I would like, if the
gommittee will perniit me, to keep my word notil he himself is sworn,
and if ho refuses to give the name [ will give the name myself.

Mr. Curtis—1 aek the counsel to withdraw the guesiion,

Mr. Norton—How long did this conversation last, Mr. Boruek?

A—Well, a very fow mioutes. 1 was hurryiog all the time, 28 it was
nearly the time and I bad to go back into the Orleans and got my
aatchel, and see that it was taken down to the cars.

{.—What you say you heard subsequently, you learned from hear-
say—{rom what partiea told you sinee your retorn from San Francisco?

A.—Yes, giv; but I learned from Mr. Oarter, himself, that oothing
further had took place between them. He didn't see them again.

Q.—Did he tell you when the offer was made?

otel, I met the Hon, J. C. Carter, af Yuba, member of the -
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A.—No, air, I don't think he did. I wouldn't be positive a8 to that
poiot. I think not, however.

Q@ —Will yon give again his language, ns pear a8 yon can—I have for-
gotten—that is, what Mr, Carter said to you upon approaching you, as ’
to the efforta—that the friends of Beuth——

A.—Were endeavoring to parchnse votes.

0. —Was that the language, or substance of .7

A.—That was about the langoage.

Q. —First prefacing the remark with saying to you that he bad some-
- thing to divolge to you?

A —Yes, sir.

QG.—Did he seem excited? .

A.—Yes, sir, he seemad excited, vory much worried, and very indig-
nant.

G.—Expressed himself sa being very indigosnt at having been
seleeted?

A.—Yea, air; and that calla to my recollection a remark he made.
He snid he had plenty without selling himsell in that way,

" Q.—You wers thore with him but & short time?

A, —Oh, ves, sir; of coursa it was barrisd—just between three o'elock
and the time I bad to go to Wells, Fargo & Co.'s, which I did, and sent
& mossnge,

@.—7Youn say that he dido't tell yoa where the offer had boen made?

A.—Nao, gir; 1 think not.

{Q.—Who else was present, if anybody?

A.—No one, sir. ;

Q.—Waa it within the hearing of sny one? "

A.—Nao, sir; no one except the post, sir, that we leaned againast.

Q.—Did he allude to Governer Booth as being connected with the
affuir at all?

A —8imply made that remark——that the friends of Booth were endeav-
oring to_purchase voles,

Q.—Had you learned anything subsequently to that time bearing upon
this guestion, Mr, Boruck, except whavein you have stated,

A :—No, gir—as to this partivalar point?

Q—As to this partioular point?
= A.—Nao, gir; T have not. ’

Q.—Have yeu learned anything, sobsequent to that time, that wounld
throw any light upon this question? :

A.—Ng, sir; T bave nol pursoed it any further—to make any further
investigation into it at all.

Q.—Weo simply desive to get before the committes, Mr. Boruck, all
the facts; and I know yon cheerfully would give them. Thui ig, the
pole sbject of the investigation is to 2ot at the truth?

A.—Yes, sir.

Mr. Cogging—Did he say, Mr. Berack, where this {nterview had taken

lage?
£ A —No, sir.

Q. —Did he aay where the intervisw in the evening was to take place?

A.—No, sir; be did not.

Mr. Freemun—Mr. Chairman, I move that Mr. Edgerton be now put
on the stand, to state what he knowe in this case. ,



TESTIMONY COF HENRY EDGERTON.
Hexry Epczrron called, sworn, and examined:

Mr. Summers—Mr. Edgerton, this im an investigation of charges of
bribery made sngainst the honor and honesty of certain undesignated
members of the Honse of Ausembly, in the late Senatorial contest.

Answer—I didn’y understand you, Mr. Chairmean.

CQuestion—This is n charge of bribery against undesignated members
of the Assembly, in regarg to the late Senatorial election. Will you
please state to the eommittes what you knew in regard to the matter.

A.—~I know nothing abont it, alr, except what [ have scen in the
newspapers, On my returo from San Fraocisco, some weeks since, 1
think within & few daya after the election of Judge Hagar—after the
whole thing was over—] waa coming up on the Vallejo boat, and Sena.
tor Spencer placed in my hands an issue of the Eraminer containing an
extract from the Spirit of the Times, 8 paper edited by Mr. Boruck., I
read that article, and 1 have seen various allusions to that article since
in the varicus newspapers. That is all I know about it, unless some
]Eerson may bave ealled my attention to it and talled aboni it since,

presume that has cecurred, but I don't new recollect definitely of any
individual who called my sttention to it. ] believe, sir, that is all I
know about it,

Mr. Curtis—Did you read the .S}pm'r af the Timeg of the twentisth?

A.—I doo't recollect the date, Judge Curtia, :

Q—TYou read the estracts ag poblished io the Eraminer?

A —The Eraminer was placed in my handa by Senator Spencer on the
Vallejo boat. I am confident it was the Evaminer, and that it contained
an extract purporting to havo been taken from the Spirid of the Times,

Q.—Do you recollect whether I wan an exiract or ihe article entire,
taken from the Spirit of the Times?

A.—That 1 don't Tecollect. My impression is, perhapa it was ibe
whole article,

QQ—Have yon read that, Mr. Hdgertou? Did it refresh your mind in
raiard to any similur charges you%aﬁi hesrd made by Mre, Borack?

~—That ia all 1 have heard in regurd to the matter,

Q—Then yon have heard no persons apeak of charges of bribery and
corruption made in regard to the Benalorial election? ;

A —Bince that time? :

Q.—VYes, sir. .

A.—No,gir. I eay I msay have talked with persons about it, but I
don’t recollect of uny particnlar person.

Q. —Have you ever come inio the possession of any facis in regard
to that mautter from persons who professed to know?

A —1 don't know that I ever have.

G.—You Enow nothing of any facts?

- A—No facts at all, 1 never heard any porson impute anything of
ibe kind to any perscn that I remember of. ]iie said that a member, or
some member; of the Assembly bad been approached. I think $r.
Boruck made that declaration in his issne on the twentieth, and that he
stodd prepured to prove it; that some man bad made s declaration of
ihat sort.

.—Did you ever hear o man make a declaration of that sord?

A.—No, sir. :



