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PREFACE.

MOST of the treatises, which profess to
supply the Student with an adequate know-
ledge of Greek Quantities, are so imperfect
at once and incorrect, that, as far as relates
to them, no other apology for any new
treatise is required than one immediately
afforded by a reference to their errors and
defects. Instead of being a faithful guide,
there is scarcely one which is not calculated
to mislead and perplex®. Since however a

* The plan of Labbe {we refer fo Leedes® Edition) ia in
Atself so unsatisfactory, that even were the present Index
not more accurate in its execution than his, it would not
have been thought unnecessary, When the Student ap-
plies for information as to the quantity of a word, and fails
to find it in en Index which professes only to take cogni-
zance of long syllables, he is Jed to suspect, that the omis-
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work has already appeared under the best
auspices, which seems as correct and as com-

sion of the word was not intentional and sgreeable to the
design of the author, but arose from oversight or ignorance.
Labbe’s Index however s moreover in itself wery im-
perfect; it is ofien positively incorrect. Among many
. errors, for example, be makes the penult long in dapms,
sxvges, &c. whilst his omissions in a great variety of in-
stances wonld mislead; e. g, Baxe, Sngaros, dpevirys, owhemyg,
avarog, apanTes, mavs, e, if we observe his direction, must
all make the penult short—sxgixa he makes an example of
& general role, and shortens the penult.

In the Port Royal Greek Grammar, which professes to
supply us with general rules, as well as an enumeration of
individual words, we find ouly a tissue of mistakes from
beginning to end, There is shewn not only an ignorance
of the quantity of words in the detail, but & most confused
idea of principles. For example; smong their general
roles we find such as these,

1. * Alpha penult is long before ¢ in the future of verbs
in am.”

2. * lota islong in the greatest part of the comparatives
in sxv, bot their menter is ofiener short.”—They make no
reference at all to the dialect.

8. %1 is long before »; we most however except nouns of
matter, as Spuivos, whose feminines, however, male the penult
“long, as woruBlm.”

In their index we find the penult made long in gary,
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plete (with some exceptions) not only as we
could have hoped to find it, but perhaps too
as the subject requires, it is thought necessary
to state, that the only ground on which the
present publication was considered desirable
was the great cost of the late edition of
Morell's Thesaurus. The student who is
desirous of pursuing the subject to any con-
siderable extent is referred te that work.
The range of the present work is very
limited, professing as it does only to take
notice of the quantity of the doubtful penul-
tima. Since however in almost every case
reference is made to some poet for authority,
the quantity of the other syllables in any
word may generally be ascertained without
much difficulty.

After it had been determined that some
rules would be desirable, if not indispensable,
in a manual like the present, it was resolved
either to give only those which appeared to
admit of no exceptions, or at all events to

TEPOTL; pugecgds, TExtdaids, eparss, ﬂu,m;n;, BTITOS, Yumy, Vovi-
105, Torymguyas, with other mistakes equally glaring.
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