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TO TIIE CHRISTIAN READER.

Trere be two sorts of people always in the visible
Cluwrely; one that Satan keeps under with false peace,
whose life is nothing but o diversion to present con-
tentments, and a ruuning away from God and their
own hearts, whiels they know ecan speak ne zood
unte them, these speak peace lo themselves, but God
speaks pone.  Such have nothing o do with tlug
Scripture; the way for these men to enjoy confort,
is to be soundly troubled.  1'vue peace arises {rom
knowing the warst first, and then our freedow from
it It is a miserabde peace that ariseth {rom ignorance
of evil. The angel froudled the waters, John v., and
then cured these that stepped in. It 1s Christ’s man-
ner o trouble our souls first, and then to come with
healing in his wings. '

But there is another sort of people, who being drawn
out of Satan’s kingdom and within the covenant of
grace, whom Satan lubours to nuseitle and disquiet:
being the god of theworld,lie is vexed to see men in the
world, walk above the world, Sinee he cannot hinder
thieir estate, he will trouble their peace, and damp their
spirits, and eut asunder the sinews ol all their endea-
vours.  ‘These should take themselves to task as Da-
vid doth here, and labeour to maintain their portion,



G To THE CIHRISTIAN READER,

and the glory of n Christion profession.  For whatso-
ever is in God, or comes from God, is for their com-
fort. Himself is the God of comfort; his Spirit most
known by that office.  Our blessed Savieur was so
careful that his disciples should not be too mueh de-
jected, that lie forgot his own bitter passion to comfort
them, whom yet he knew would all forsake Tim: fes
not your hearts be fronbled, saith he.  And his own
soul was troubled to death, that we should not be
troubled : whelsocver is writlen {5 written for this
end; cvery arlicle of faith hath a special influcnee in
comforting o believing soul.  They are not only food,
but cordials; yen, he put himself to his oath, that we
might not ouly have consolation hint strong consola-
tio.  The sacroments seal unto g all the comforts
we have by the death of Christ; the exercise of reli-
vion, as Prayer, Hearing, Reading, &e., is that our
Joy may be full: the conrmunion of seinds 13 chietly
ordoined io comfori the feelle minded and (0 sirength-
en the weake.  Qod’s government of his Chareh tends
to this, Why doth he sweefen onr pilgrimage, and
let us see so many cowfortable days in the world, bot
that we shonld serve him with cheerful and good
hearts?  As [or erosses, he doth bat cast us down, to
raise us up, and empty ns that he may fill us, and
melt us that we may be vessels of glory, loving us as
well in the furnace, as when we are ont, and stand-
ing by us all the while, fFe are troubled, but not
distressed ; perplexed, but nol in despair; persecuted
but not forselen. 2 Cor. iv. 8. If we consider from
what fitherdy love afilictions come, how they are not
ouly moderated, but sweetenced and sanetified e the
isstie to us, how ean it but minister matter of comfort
in the greatest seeming discomforts?  How then ean
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we let the reins of owr affections loose to sorrow with-
out being injurious to God and his providenee? as if
we would teach him how to govern his Church.

What unthankfnliess is it to forget our covnselation,
and to look only npon matter of grievance? to think
so much upon two or three crosses, as to forgel a
hundred blessings?  To suck poison out of that, [rom
which we should suck heonev? What folly is it to
straiten, and darken our own spirits? and indispose
ourselves from doing or taking good? A limb ont of
joint ean do nothing withont deformity and paing de-
jection takes off the wheels of the soul,

(f all other, Satan hath most advantaze of discon-
tented persons, as toosl agrecable to his disposition
beinz the most discontented ercature under hicaven,
he hammers all his dark plots in (heir brains, The
discontentiient of the Jforaelifes in the wilderness
provoked (od 1o swear that they should never enter
fito his res?, DPsolm xev. ull, "There s anather spi-
rit in my servan! Coled, saith (odjy the spivit of
God’s people is an eneournging spirit. Wisdom teach-
es them, if they feel any grievances, (o conceal them
from others that are wenker, lest they be disheartened.
God threatens it as a curse 10 give o frembling heart,
and serrow of mind, Deual. xxviii. 65; whereas on
the contrary, joy is as oil to the =oul, it malkes duties
come off ehieerfully and sweetly from ourselves, ora-
ciously to ethers, and aceeptably to God. A prince
eannot cndure it in his subjeets, nor o father in his
children, to be [owering at their presence.  Suech usu-
ally have stolen waters to delight themselves in,

How many are there that upon the disgrace that
follows veligion, are frighted from it?  But what are
discouragements to the encouragements relizgion brings
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with it? which are such as the very angels them-
selves admire at. Religion indeed brings crosses
with it, but then it brings comforts above those cross-
es. What a dishonour is it to religion to conceive
that God will not maintain and honour his followers?
as il his service were not the best service; what a
shame is it for an heir of heaven to be cast down for
every petty loss and eross? to be alraid of a man whose
breath is in his nostrils, in not standing to a good cause,
when we are sure God will stand by ns, assisting and
comiortine vs, whose presenee is able to make the
sreatest lormenis sweet?

My diseourse tends not to take men off from all
grief and monrning; FLfehl for the vichieous is sown
in sorrow.  Our stole of absence from the Tord, and
living here in a vale of tears, our daily infirinities, and
onr sympathy with others, requives 1ty and where
most grace s, there 1s most sensibleness, as m Chrst,
But we mnst distinguish between srief and that sul-
lenness and dejection of spirit, which is with a repining
and taking off from duty; when Joshua was overmuch
cast down at Isracl’s turming their backs before their
enewics, God reproves him, Gel thee up, Joshu,
why liest thow wpon thy fueel? Joshua vii. 10.

Some would have men alter the committing of gross
sins to be preseutly comiortuble, and believe without
Liumbling themselves at all; indeed when we are once
in Christ, we ouzht notl to guestion our state in himg
and if we do, it comes not froin the Spirit; but yet a
guilty conscience will be clamorous and full of objec-
tions, and God will not speak peace unto it tll it be
hmmnbled.  God will let Lis best ehildren know what
it is to be too bold with gin, as we see in David and
Peter, who felt no peace till they had renewed their



