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MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT
IN IRELAND.

CHAPTER L

ToeE INTRODUCTION OF THE CHARTERED
BoroucH INTO [RELAND.

The mmportance of the town in the system
of government established in Ireland by
the Anglo-Normans is a matter which has
received scant attention from historians
of Imsh affairs. The greatest empire
builders of history, the Romans, used the
municipality as an instrument for extending
their sway and maintaining their power
throughout the lands surrounding the
Mediterranean. This was so much the
case that at the time of its greatest power
the Roman empire may be regarded as
consisting of a network of municipalities.
In Ireland a similar policy was pursued

by the Anglo-Norman government. The
i
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chief Irish towns in existence at the period
of the invasion of Ireland in the reign of
Henry 1I., towns situated generally on
. the sea coast or in communication with the
sea, fell into the hands of the Anglo-Norman
mvaders. The government of these towns
was remodelled, the chartered borough of
England serving as an exemplar. New
towns were established throughout the
tribal lands, which were conquered, they
in turn receiving a similar form of govern-
ment. Settlers were induced to come across
from England by the grant of wvarious
privileges to those who should take up their
abode in Ireland. In this way many
towns sprang up around the castles of
Norman nobles throughout the land,

The chief privilege conferred upon the
inhabitants of Irish towns, old and new,
was that of self-government. They were
empowered to elect their own officers and
councils, establish their own courts, and
appoint their own magistrates. They were
given the complete control of industry
within their towns, while without they
enjoyed important commercial privileges.



