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Preface

Tre writer has long folt that the time would
come when in a good conscienee he ought to pub-
lish his contribution to the life history of James
Lloyd Breck, D. T,

Dr. Breck has already found a chronicler in
the person of his brother, who survived him, the
ERev. Charles Breck, D. D)., whose book was pub-
lished some twenty years ago, but is now almost
out of print. 1 wish to express here my sensc of
obligation to this life of Dr. Breck for informa-
tion and assistunce in the preparation of this
book.

My reason for these personal reminiscences is
found in the fact that I am the only person now
living who can speak for that particular time;
from 1849 to 18562: which covered the period
when the mission at St. Panl and the Indian
fleld were founded.

With these explanations and acknowledgments
this imperfect volume is committed to that gen-
erous but diseriminating public from whose ver-
dict there iz no appeal.

THE AUTHOR.
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Introductory

WrEN the world needs a man, the man ap-
pears. Extraordinary occasions reguire unusual
men. This is so evident in history, that all men
recognize the man when he appears. I think I
am safe in saying that the American Catholic
Church has furnished no man of the type of
James Lloyd Breck since its foundation. When,
alter Dr. Breck's death, the Bishop of Pittsburg
saidd In his convention address, ¥ That it was
hard te think of the Church without James
Lloyd Breck in it,"” he expressed a fact which all
men at the time realized. Here was a man who
had captored the attention of all churehmen of
the time in which helived. ITe was known from
the Atlantic to the Pacifi, from the Lakes to the
Gulf. His name was everywhere familiar, a
hoosehold word, “a burning and a shining light,”
that never grew dim or obscure for thirty-five
long years, He was twenty-two years of age
when he left New York for Wisconsin, and fifty-
seven when he died in DBenicia, California, in
1877 ; and all that time he never took what we
call a vacation, nor let up in the ardor of his stren-
uous life. In the true sense of the word he was
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