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PRET XCE.

In early life, during my course of edocation, much time was spentin
lsarning what [ have never had occasion to apply to any porpose whet-
ever, and n great part of which has jong sinoes bean forgosten; buot ko
lected to learn many lﬂnﬁ:h&uhlh“c bad secasicn to ose all my kfe,
hmmlha:'?a and mdr:;u T;p!;_};ﬂ. aﬁfhr ﬂ:;!:&:t&m wu;-.

in ing, or mg and ® without & L ject. It
wia not till [ eu:lgnnud. the study of la.{r, thet I discovered {hn mis-
take. 1theq changed my cocrse of atody, mnd instesd of reading o loarm
generel fots and principles, mauy of which conld oot be retained in the
mamory, [ directed my attantion to particalar yuestions or point, saeh
separately, and thua was abls o become fully possemsed of each subjeet,
and to recollect both facw and principles.

A mistaks like this is probably not nncomimon, It often ocoum in
schoals in which childrén are directed to learn definitions, or general prin-
ciples, without any applicabon of them to iiler objects, or cases,

g, of conrse, e little impression om e mind, and muny of them
ara soon forgotten.,

In my couzse af mdluﬁ; like other yoang men, I confided in the state.
ments and opinions of authors, without izsestigatiag the subjects treated,
and in many coses, embraced opiniond and theeriea which experience, ob-
servelion, and later researches, have scettared to the winds,

Aftor arriving at the period of middle life, [ betook mysell 1o & close
investigation of one branch of literature, and saon discovered that my
confidence in suthors bad oflen been misplaced. This obliged me to re-
traca mi.r steps fur th:dpurpa!a ol correcting the errors which hnd bosn
imbibed. [ then fourd I had begun to publish my epinions prematurely ;
B cirenmastance which is now regretted.  Poasibly this example may o
erale asp caotion to yoong men, ambnioua of anthorship, not to hazard 11!:;
publication of their ogimnm. ull time, long study, obwervation and ex-
prrience, have m their jundgment.

Io the department of literuture which has oscupied the later part of
miy life, I find that books, written by saperficial anthors, have fasened
upon t.I;a minda of onr sitizens, errors which it ia difficalt o cradicate,

est srroraars contintally republished by compilers of hooks for schools,
who receive lhem, aa [ one did, npen the sothority of former writers,
without investigution. ;

This little velume of miscellanecas contents hes, for its object, practizal
wtility. The former part of it ia adapied o enlavge the views of yoong
persons of bothsezes, respecting the sheracter sod worka of the Creator,
und lend their minds to cultivate habita of reverence for his luws, of gra-
titnde for his benefieones, of ohadience to hia commands, and of confi-

' dénce in his promises,



vi FREFACE.

"The remaining articles ave od 1o taach what all persons of & lib-
eral education ought to know ; and moat of which other persons will find
it uselil to Tearn.  Fomoles may b left without o father, 8 bushand, or
ather protector, and sheuld bave some kmwlen{p of their legal rights,
which may nasist them in protacting theoselves. Every minor, and eve
approntics, should know his rights and hieduties ; and every citizen shou
know what the Jows enjoin opon him, in his relation to his fellow citi-
zens.

The chapters on Logic apd Rhetorie, are briaf, but they probably con-
tain all the reles and principles requirsd for the instrection of yooth in

neral. More extensive details may be MB-IE‘ ﬁn;ﬂn fessional men.

tis believed bo be o great mistake Lo press and overload the minds of youth,
with too many sodies, or with minute partivalars, in eciences have
a very remate Telation to their social duties, with little or wo bearing om
their futore smployments, and which ire soon forgoten.

Practical traths in religion, in mormds, and in all civil and socisl con-
cerns, ought to beamong the first and mest prominent chjects of instroe-
ton. Withonl a competent knowledgo of legal and socisl rights and
duties, parsona 2ra often liable to snffer in property or reputetion, by
moglect or mistakes, Witheut religious and moral principles deeply im-
pressed on the mind, aad controlling e whole conduct, science nugliu-
rature will not make men what the lawe of God require them to be; and
without both kinds of knowledge, citizens can not e:}jc:i:lthn b
which they aeak, and which a strict conformity to rules ty will emable
them to obtain. N. W

New Haven, April, 1839,

Nove. The articles in chapter vﬁ.mn‘._rﬁ‘ the lnwe respecting femnle
minors, apprentices, and wards, are from different sources. The firate
rincipal article is from o treanss of the late J; Raeve, of Conoee-

tieirt, from the syetem of Judge Swilt, and from Blackstone's Commen-
taries, preparad fior this work by the Hon Simeon Buldwio.

The article, under the beed of New ¥ ork,ia from Williem M. Holland,
E?.,, end that under Pennsylvania, from Chares Chorneey, Esq.

t ta believed that the Cemmon Law principles, on these subjects, are,
for the modt part, retained in all the Statea.
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