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PREFACE,

Tun subiject of demoniaeal infinense hag become
almost practically ignored in the prevulond theology
of our day. The reuetion conseqRont upen a periml
ol most grotssgus sapevaiiion hes prolulbly pro.
duced thiz reanlt, and the deson of the ensuing
Praires is ko resiore the tewhings ol the Seriptures
to their proper plase in the ereed of Chrisiian fath,
or at least to coutribule to that end, by presenting
those nelnowledged iraths of the Biblo which
nngquestionaldy tewr wpen 1i3 fopie, Tae presant
period in the history of the Churelr and ol the
world boag been sionalized by an almost unprece-
dented alrealion, amounting to fanaticlzm, o so-
called epiritual manifestations. That Lhese pheno-
mena are in very many insanccs the merest lricks
of wouniehbanks who have imposed on popular
credulity, i# no doubt trme, but that they are all
10 bie resulved iuto this explanation, is, to my mind,
not 50 elear. 1 believe it to be altogether possible,
that a real demoniacal inflnenes may, in many
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ingtances be put forth, and thongh 1 have never
witnessed any of the performances of the alleged
“apivite,” and what {5 more, never inrend to be a
party to any such exhibition, T still deemn myself
prepared to try the epirils whether they be of God,
by = plain appeal Lo the zrest ezt of truth, to which
all things spiriual mmsd be bronght at last, The
very langnage of the apostle in the passage jnst
cited, 18 peeulissly tmmreesive and sipniticant. OF
course, wo Td not be told what overy eonmen-
tator will tell wa, reapecting the meanipe of the
writer, bat iz ib ned altognther poseille, and oven
provable, thet there wos & more litess] fmport in
hig reind than 28 vanalr supposed? Ta 16 nol true
that Satan vnlos in the elildren of dizobedienes, and
that he has legious of ol apiriie al Lis eremmand,
all, like himeelf engarsd 29 the infornsd work of
deceiving that thoy may destroy? Ts it not irue,
fhat Batan bas fhelittes for renching tle human
mind and infleencing homan passions, and even
dirceling human agerey, which arc shared by the
husts ot his command?  Why, Lhen, shoald 1t scem
an imprebalile thing, that the apostle shonld have
designed these wvery words, as 2 warning sgainst
that malign infAuence, which i3 20 oflen and so
futally exertad to the betrayal and ruin of souls?

To my mind, this idea appeors o be the Jegitimaie
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expression of the gense of the apostle. DBesides, if
1 mistake not, there are divect nnd specifio predie-
tings bearing upon this very thing, as eminently
characteristie of the present poriod. This is “the
Time of the Bnl" It iz thee, or rather, now, that
“Satan comes down in great wisth, knowing that
his fime is short” With reference to this very
period, the time of the zigth and seventh vials, it
is wristen, thut “gpirits of demos” go forgh *worls
ing wonders,” sl il § err in applying ibese pre-
dietionz to the so-called spivitus] manifeslation, [
Lave at least, a5 yet, ssen no evidencs evficiont (o
prove that it 3 an ereor. 1 Jenow, we have had
philosoplical and peyonaivgical freatisca airost
without number, lus ey are a4 great a marvel, and
their explunalions are da Taiatel]
gubject of which they treal. T greauly prefer the
Billa philosoply, though in the esthuaiion of the

“le, ns the very

wise and learned, this reay I proof of the waat of
a philesoplieal mind.,  Hegel's usive and charac-
terislic eonfession i3 worthy of Lo CIT T L
41 have Tound,” soys Le, 9hut ons mi who nnder-

1]

stands me, and e does noi?”  Trobably, 1t iz owing
10 the negleat of the authoritative teachings of the
Sacrad Seriptures, that the impression has come to
prevail by a kind of tacit preseription, which con-
siens all Lalicf in the demoaiacal inflienee to the
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fellowship of the Salema witcheraft and kindred
delusions, and assumes as a thing to be taken for
granted, that no diabolical or demoniacal infuences
can be exerted, ander the New Testament dispensa-
tion, even il they ever had oxistence nrder the (4,
which some scem almost to dowbi,  Should this be
30, We mast cormend to such persons, a cluser study
of the Beriptaros, as an infullibls corrective of this
ereor. No truth is more clonely part of (he revealsd
coulmed of God than this to wlieh wo have alrcady
sdvertod.  No dostrive stands out in bolder relief
upon tue gacrad page, ard s relterated with more
frequent and soleren warniwes, than that which
teaches the divest, sonstant and malignant autivity
of the Losts of Lell, in decoiving, hetrayiur, tor-
menting and destrayiapr the 2oy of cen

Iu close velution with tho exposition of the Burip-
tural doctrines of dwinoniacal indnencs 5 the nppa-
site and comdorting trurch, that Tloly Angzels are
sent forth as mninistering gpirits to thein who are
hiefrs of salvation, 'Ilis is a Lroth which all Cliris-
tizs hold, and though in soune respects o distingt
dogma, its relation to the system of Christian doe.
trine renders s comsideragion apposite n connee-
tion with the subject of the malion influences which
Hatan and his angels continual ly exert. Jacobh
ealled the place whors the anzels of God met him,
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Mahanaim, 7 e, “two camps” indicating two com-
panies of ungols, one a3 the vansuard, the other as
the rearguard of the pilgrim of faith,

The ohject proposed in the following pages is to
eondenss the teachings ol the word of God upon
these mbjects, and then o loave the muather with
the mind and eonselonce wnd heart of these who
may be interested in this fngniry.

Ihiladelphin, December &, 153,



