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EIGHTEENTIL CENTURY ESSAYS.



With slower pen, men need to write,
Of old, whan " Jettera ™ ween * polite '3
In Anna®s, or in Gesrge's days,
They -mnl:! afforl Lo fturm & phraso,
Or trim » stragreline theme aright.

They knew not steam ¢ electric light
Not yet had dazed their caler sight;—

Teey mete] out beih blameo and pralze

With alower pep.

More swiftly nowr the hours taks fight!
What "3 gead st morn iz dead at ni ﬁt;
3 apace have we for Att'sdclays,

Whoso breathleas thonght so briefly stars,

We may oot work —ah| wonld wo might
. With alower pen! i
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TO

MRS, RICHMOND THACKERAY RITCHIE.

Madare,—In putting the fnizshing Btrokes to
that famouz Novel of the Eishteenth Century,
which is one of the chief Glories of the Ning-
teentl, Lhe Aunlthor of Esiond did not neglect
one needful and indeed indispensable Detail,
the Dedicalion to on Illustrious Personage. So
hizh a Drecodent may nol Impropaerly He fol-
lowed in Cases more obscure.  Were Mr, Thack-
eray still among us, the Homage of this Selec-
tion of Eighteenth-Century Essayz (had he been
pleased to aceopt it} would have helonged of
right to the literary Descendant of Adidison and
Fielding, of Foldsmiffe aml Steele; and it would
have been my Privilege to have found in it the
Pretext for a L'rilute (%uwwer triflivgs) to a great
Writer whom X love and honor.  But alasl

.« o Dnlioem
Haava Capot Proecrping fugih:

and Fate, thal cannol kill & Noble Work, iz
absolule over him who gives it Bicth. I am
reminded, not the less, that there are atifl written,
for our unthinking Moderos, Pages in which it
is not dificall, o teace some softer Relation to
that pure and upaffeeted FPathos, that keen vet
kindly Batire. I presumne therefore to offer this
little Volume 1o Mr. Thackeray’s Daughter.

1 am, Madam, Your ebedieni Servant,

AUSTIN DOBSON.
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