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PREFACE

There are two demands which teachers have a right to make
upon the compilers of reading books for infermodiate grades:
one is that the selections shall be unhackneyed and interesting
io a young reader ; the other is that the standards of literary art
shall be strictly maintained.

Tlp to this period of his school life the pupils eritical faculties
and intellectual tasies have had no special opportunity for de-
velopment. He has learned to enjoy bt not to discriminste.
Now, however, he is inglined o form judgments of his own,
anul ynder carefnl direction may begin o appreciate the charm
of true literature.

Many of the seleetions In this volome have never hefore ap-
peared in & schoolbook, snd the others are of sufficiont value to
warrent repeated use. Age will not wither nor will custom stale
the writings of Sir Thomas Malory, of Herrick, of Scott, or of
Tennyson, while the Bible and Shakespeare are in little danger
of becoming too familiar. Dhramatic narratives from Dumas and
Stevenson, extracts Iromn Pon Quizote and The Arabiun Nights,
with stories from history and mytholegy, ought to furnish some-
thing of the * infinite variety ” craved by healthy minds.

The selections [rom Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Henry Wads-
worth Longfellow, John Greenleaf W hittier, and James Russell
Lowell are used by the kind permission of, and by special ar-
rangement with, Houghton Mifflin Company, the publishers of
the writings of these anthors.
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Grateful acknowladgment is also made to the publishing
houses numed below for the use of the following copyrighted
material: “How the Nantilog left her Ship,” by Mary E.
Bakewell { American Book Company); “Tn Nibelungen Land,”
by James Baldwin (Charles Scribner’s Sons); “The Babe in
the Woods,” by Stanley Waterloo (Doubleday, Fage & Co);
#The Girl of the Virginia Forests,” by E. 8. Brooks (G. P.
Putnam's Sons); “What the Fawns must Know " and « The
Secret of the Woods,” by William J. Long (Ginn and Company).
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FUNDAMENTALS OF READING

There aro two phases to be considered in oral reading: first, the
mechanieal phase, which consista of correet pronunciation and clear
enuneiation, and seecond, the artistie or interpretative side of euch
reading.

In the firat place it must be insisted upon that the reader shall
spoak slowly, elearly, and distinetly, giving each vowel and congo-
nant its correct value.

Careful attention to these dotails, together with continued prac-
tice, will soon develop good pronunciation. Then the ehild is ready
for the sevond phase, the proper interpretation, which means some-
thing more than merely saying words. It means the bringing out
of the real meaning behind the printed words,

The image, the idea, or the emotion contained in the sentence to
be read must be absorbed and fully measured by the reader before
it can be given oraily for the entertainmcnt or instruetion of thosa
who hear.

For the benefit of teachers it iz well to evnsider briefly a few of
the technical principlos $o Lo relied wpon in teaching reading.

Emphasis may be defined as tha partieular stress of voiee placed
apon one or more of the words of 4 sentenice, and iz the main prio-
ciple used to bring out the proper expression in oral reading; but
to secure this no formal ruls ean be given. If must come from the
effort of Lthe reader to make the meaning clear to his hearers. For
example, the first gentence in this book (page 1) will be read cor-
rectly thus: FPefer was walking in the Aighroed on the furdher
side of the river—the grecé highred that leads from Bergamo
to Milen.

Inflection iz the upwarnd or downward alide of the voice, Tt ia

of two kinds, riaing and falling. Thess may be illustrated by
¥
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carrying the hand through the air as the words are spoken, or
by writing sentences on the blackbeard in a form that will
indicate the inflection, as follows: Did gow see o boy pass this

? &
wi €8 ke went dewn this Strgy, If insufficient attention is

*

given to the watter of inflection, the voice beeomes monotonous and
oral reading exceedingly tiresome. An exaggerated inflection, on
the other hand, tends to artificiality and affectation. Great pains
should be taken to seeurs natural expression.

Accent means ihe special stress given to a certain syllable of a
word, Bs pres’ ent, prd sent’, pres en o’ tion.

Quality has to do with the kind of tone msed in speaking or
reading. The three principal tooes ueed are pure, oretund, and
arprrated. Others sometimes meniloned are the puttural, a deep
throat tong, snd the tremor, g tremnlong guality of the voice. Pure
tone is used in ordinary eonversation and is clear and smooth, The
orotand is & magnified or intensified pure tone. Tt iz used to bring
out some special oratorical effest, or in reading verse of great dig-
nity and majeaty. The espiretsd is a foreible whisper expressing
fear, Lorror, or wonder.

Force is the degree of loudness used in reading ; the voice is lowd,
moderate, or gentle aceording to the requircments of the selection
to be read.

Fitch means the geoeral fone of the voice in reading; it is
medium, high, vr low as the ssleetion may demand. (Distinguish
hetween piteh and tone)

Rate refors to the rapidity of speech in oral reading, and i=
maderate, rapid, ur sfew ag the selaction may demand.
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