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FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH,

SELECTIONS FROM THE POEMS

OF THE LATE

MRS. WILLIAM LAWSON, (M. ]. K. L)

HELECTRD AND EITED BY

HARRY PIERS AND CONSTANCE FAIRBANKS,

“1 lay hefore your feet
My gold, and frankincenss, and myrrh, gifts that are bittersweet,
Thelr bitterness is all mine own, from memory's leaves disti
With the full swestness of tha dra; vour cup of life be Alled "
M.

HALIFAX, N, 5. :

MoRTOMN & CO.
PHOVINCIAL BOdB ATORE,

1893.



Esresen according to Act of Parliament of Canada, in the office of
the Minister of Agriculture at Ottawa. in the year one thousand eight
zndred and ninety-three, by Morron & Co.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

Tae following verses sre published in complinnce with
the wish of many friends, as & loving memorial of Mary
Lawson, who during ber lifetime won for hersalf the aiffection
smd respect of all who koew her. The present genmeration
neads no such moments te keep her memory green, but in
after yow s the little volume may serve to perpetuste the
remembrance of one whoss ahility, usefulness, influencas,
and poetic talont were always employed on the side of
thoso things which ars * pure, honest, and of good report.™
The collection is laid before the poblic without s demand
for recognition, and the critic is left wachallenged. It may
be that the poema will oot appeal to all, but there are
doubtless thuse to whom this native frankincense will have
& sweet savoor, and who wiil, through the grues of sympa-
thizing matures, find thereio some of that loving kicdliness
with which the author was imbued. For such, and such
alupe, thia valume is intended.

Owing to the limitations of the book, & faw posms hava
necessarily been omitted, which would othecwise have
appeared,
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

Many Jang Eazemanws, the sscond daughter of Christinm
Conrnd Katemann and Martha Prescott, was bern at
“ Marcon Hall," Preston, sbout Bve miles from Dartmouth,
N. 8, Her father, who was & native of Hanover, came to
Nova Bootia with H. M. 60th Regiment, or King's German
Legion, im whbich be was a Lieatensnt. Whes be left
the regiment abont 1822 he settled in Preston, where he
rosided notil hin destk on 165th December, 1843. Her
mother was & Nova Scotisn, s granddsughter of Dir.
Jopaihan Prescoét, of Muassschusells, who came to Nove
Bootin and ssttled thare with other New Fngland Loyalista,
Through bim the family claims relationship with the his-
torian Prescott.

From a very sarly age, Mary Kstzmann showed anusoal
intelligence and migns of thet love for litersture which
aiways characterized her. Bhe ocould remd st the age of
three, mod from that time devoured eagerly the limbted
number of books which ware at her disposal in Marcon Hall
Beott's Tales of o Grandfather and Chambers's Journal were
her espscial favourites. Owing to the remotenssa of the
eountry district in which she lived, educstional advantages
were few | and, anve for the help given by her own family,
she wan almost entirely self-tanght. Her quickness of por-
ception and wonderfal memory no dealit compensated to &
great extent for the lnok of other advantages,

As she sdvanced in years, she publiabed shert poems from
time to time, and alterwards became & regular contributor to
varicus perindicsls and newpapers, inclodiag the Colondst,
the Record, and the Guardian, For two yeprs whe edited
the Provineln! Magazine, one of the earlieat of its kind
published in Halifaz. For this she wrote ** Tales of our
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Viliage,"—aketohes of the early history of Durtmonth and
Prestcn interwoven with local traditions. She invariably
sigoed all she wrote with ber initials, M. J. K., sod by this
sonbriquet beemine well known te all ber friends.

She was married in 1369 to William Lawson, Esg., of
Halifax. in which town she waa thea living. After her
marriage, ber time was largely givea to work among the
poor, and to social and bemevolent schemes, particularly
thoss connected with the Church of Eogland, of whick she
was w devoted member, 8he preserved 1o the end of ber
life that love for literary Work which ahe had early dis-
played, and any eveot of interest io the community was aure
to eall forth sympathetic lines which were now signed with
the ipitials M. J. K. L. In 1887, she obtained the Aking
Histarical Prize of King's College, Windsor, for her Hisfory
of the Townships of Dartnowth, Preson, aud Lawrencelown,
which shall come from the press immediately. She died st
Ha'ifax, on Sunday, 23rd March, 1830, after several weoks
of puinful iliness, leaving ons child, o daughter.

Bhe was & most valuable friend, ready always with
sympathy ami practical haip in time of trouble, and grodg-
ing neither time nor strength when nesded. The following
remacke, mude, after her death, at & meeting of the Church-
womeud' Missionary Aswsoiation in Halifax, weil express
the luving appreciation of her many friends :—

* She was so guick to plense, 8 eonrageous to executs,
8o full of expedients, and so undavoted in diffieulties, that
we all naturally looked to her for guidance when onr way
Beemaed and vor plans threatened with falare ; and we
never looked in vain,  While fall health was granted to hes,
ahe never tired in doing with alt her mightall the good which
her busy hands fonnd Lo do ; saod even in the duya of waning
strength, her willing spicit seemned to conguer bodily weak-
ness, and wp ta the laat she worked with an coergy that
netounded all who knew how greatly iliness had ondermined
ber bodily force. By lLer death many & poor mamber of tha
ehurch has loat an open handed friend. meny 4 sick member
will iniss & loving comforter, and many a good werk be
deprived of powerful support.”




