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PREFACE.

Tre development of the moral senliinents in the
human beart, 0 ealy life—and every thing in fact
which velates to the formntion of character—ia deter-
minad n a far greater degrew by sympathy, and by
the fufluence of exmmple, than by formal precenls and
didactic instruetion,  If a Loy henrz his lather speak-
ing kindly (o 4 robin in the spring—weleoming its
coming and offering it food,—there ariscs at ouce in
his own mind, 4 ’r‘e-.*.]ing of Findoness toward the bird,
and foward all the animal creation, which i prodoeed
by a sorl of sympatlietic action, 4 power somewhat
similar to what v physicnl plilosophy 15 ealled fndue-
tion. O the other hand, if the father, instend of
feeding the Gied, goes eararly for 4 mun, io order that
he may shoot &, the ey will saympathize in that desire,
and growing up under sueh an influence, there will be
gradnally formed within him, throegh the mysterious
tendeney of the youllful heart to vibrate in unison with
hearts that ars near, 4 disposition to kill and destroy
all helpless heings that come within his power.  Thera
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i no need of any formal instruction in cither case,
Of a thousand childrer brought up vnder the former
of the above-described influences, nearly every ome,
when he sees a bird, will wish to o and gel erumbs
to feed it, while in the latter case, nearly every one
will just as eertainly look for a stome.  Thus the grow-
ing up in the ¥ight atmosphere, rather than the roesjve
inz of the right instroetion, iz the eondition which il
is most important to sscure, in plans for foming the
characters of children,

It 35 in aceordarvee with ihiz plalesophy that thess
stories, though written mainly with a view (o their
maoral influenes cn the hearts amd dispositions of the
readers, contain vory litte formal exhordaiion and in-
struction.  They prosent quisel wnd pencsful pictures of
happy domestic Ly, partesying renerally such conduet,
and expressing such sentiments pnd feclings, as it is
dezikabla to exhibit and express in the preseuce of
children.

The bewks, however, will be found, perhaps, after all,
to be wselul mainly in entertaining and amusing the
youthful readers whe may pervsce them, az the writing
of them has bean the amusement and recreation of the
anthor in the intervals of more serious pursuits,
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