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PREFACE.

q—
ClanpnineE, Mas=s., Mareh 1, 1800,

Bixiow Pl:lﬂis]ling ihe fiest edition of what T oeant to ba
a Gunide to these who wdortake to pive Kindergarten enl-
ture, T have been i Europe, and made a special sindy of
the Hinderparten: csiablished o ITambersh, Terlin, and
Direaden, by Frochel himself, and his most distingunished
ﬂl.'l“]]ﬂ_l‘}h

This study bas more and more confirmed the conviction T
derived from reading Froebol's ¥ Fesay on the Fdnestion of
the Human Bace;™ viz, that to greater bopefil could be
conferred on oar cowntry, thin the far and wide spread of
Kindevgartens, a5 o0 wpderpauning, w0 tu say, of oor wolle
public-sehool  syztem, giving  adequate mozal  fouwdation,
thoroaghness, aml pr:u'l.l:'u]il.:.r to the national edueaiion.

Bue I alsa tearnod chal no book eoold b owolttten tlist
wonld make an expert Rindeesarver, TU wae the careful
obzervations and earnest experiments of ball o century, that
gave to I'roebel bimself that profeand lnewledee of clild-
hood which enabled bim to formulate the principles, delace
the rubes, and eall forth the spivit of a genuive art of
educatioi.  But though no gening and judustry less than Lis
own could have oviginated this art, any sonndly eulured,
intelligent, menial-tempered yvoung woman, who loves elil-

dren, van n.pp]':_'viu.fat il ]}L'.'I.I‘.f.i.‘-'ﬂ it, 1Ff— and {11|]11.' if—zhe
is trained by a living teacher enganged in the woark at the
. anant.

This, T myzelf have proved expevimentslly alsa; for wy
kaowledge was fivst obtained eoly from books: 1 lad the
best manuals and goides, boay Gd oot know that they were
intended ]1].E|.’u|.l1,' for tlie  convenicies  of :|.11‘r_':|.r111.‘ tramianed
w:mhﬂrs; and that :1|ﬂ_1f uc-.:ﬂamlri.]:.' pitttedl the eluiractorts-
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tie peenliarity of the wetlwd, beeanse wirtéen words cannot
do justice to the fine steps by which the ohill s led to
gradually earry its toral spoutancity forwamis, on every plane
of its lictle Nife, —aetistic, moral, nod inoellecinal,

For there iz nothing mervly mechanical and imitstive in
true Windergarten eultvre: the ehilid acts @ bom withie our-
wards " T every iz b dovs, however seemiesly ifling
awd, if wo nee the word wetdst in its most general sense, be-
gomes an artist from the besiuning.  Thos s preveated dat
bows et divores hetween the powers of thinking snd nct-
ey whose harmony ensuees obility in o striet propertion to
intellevtuzl capaeity.  Consciousness of aim, and enjoyment
of snccess, ab every step develop new ideaz and power; and
fulil that law of paturs by which thought tends to rash into
aet instantly, as in ¢hildish play.  Nething is more melan-
choly in cxpericnes than to see poople oty Instead of
e s bt this ceucral Balure of Linman Jife iz cwing te the
faer, that the owazei-tml elild 33 baled inits will and ballked
of itz desives, by o wanl of fhat stemliness of nim, perse-
verance, anl Enowlodee of fuy fo .-|,|1:L]+f. meng b ouls,
which adult F\.}'l]]p:lﬂll‘f sl wisdloan sluwsakd .-'ul:p'l:,", anuil from
want of wlach 11 loses e m'i;__:ili:ll 1I:l|!'ll]l]||l'|-' ol s 'lruiug 1
the process of s oy b Wisilermurlen enllnre iz the adult
il enterine o Uee ehilid’s woeld, aid appeecisng natnee’s
intention as disployved inoeveey impulze of spontancous like ;
and o directing it that the joy of soecess ny be ersnred st
every step, and artistic things be aetunlly produced, which
gh-;_-g.- the selirelinnes aml eose oo ElltL*IIi;L:mru fliat Lilil;!l-l‘- io
dizertminate o power Bome bliml forve,

The only mistake i blea which T osee that I made in my
s Guule,” wos making it the object of the teacher to enlti-
vabe the fudfeddmeditdes of cach pupil capecially. Thiz is not
even desicable, anl wooli eequire the intoitive genius of
Frochel in svery single teaeher, T o troe art of edoeation,
imlividualites will be temlerly respeeted . ut it 35 ot what
i jndividual, but what is comnon to all (or that wniversal of
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bumin gature which rises ot the divine ereative), which
12 to b ealtivated fh.tpm!iu]]:.-'. I‘:TL“‘.‘_‘}' [process of Frochel’s
Kindergarten is good for all children, and, interfering with
Hi?lil[ug orizinal, leaves thelr fndividualitics free to express
themzelves goeflieieadly. For wdividoal varieties are jree-
fragable, and give piguaney-and beanty o hnman life, exeapt
they are pampered, — when they become deformitics, o
follow upiversal laws in their srilerly development, énsures
a peceszaly harmony with ethers, while a margin i2 always
to be left for sweention, which iz what sived ronscions (roce
dom. and makes oledience no longer Lliud and pazsive, hut
Intelligent aml active; every healthy instioc: and affection
becoming at list spiritnal law,

Nevertheless, I gladly meet the demand of the public for
a somod cdiion of the ¥ Guide,” hecanze its defeet s wnot
in il spaeit ad genersl ides, seeing hiat i las awokened
an ioteregt o Kiddergurtens all over e TTnied Staces, as
namerous letlees from all parts bave provedd to me; bul in
my havieg somewling confused what belooes to the second
and third stages of primary edveation, with a preliminary
proecss, which it i= neeessary not enly to bepiu with, It to
keep distinet for o consideralde time, until the habit of mind
iz formed of Its]iiug ::].-.‘:m'[}' what iz guing e be done boefora
attempting to do it. What T missed eanvor be zupplied by
any book; for this preliminary process cau only be learied
from the living teaching of the Normal elazs. I moke sowe
rovisory noles, afso chaege some thirty pages, sud glully
embiracs tho opportunity, whicl the popalarity of Ty © Guide™
gives me, to make known, ns fur as it poes abrond, that,
when 1 eame home from ]:]nru-im, T found what T Lol acen o
be the Indizpensalile condition of av effoctive introduetion
of Frochel's art into either the private or public edoention of
America s iz, o training-sebool for Kindersrtuers, setually
established by Madoma Kriere in Boston (127 Clarles Suect),
in connection with o Kinlermurten to be taught v her
danghter, fresh from the school of Bedin, fonudel Ly the
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Baroness Marienholtz, 2 nolle Iady wlho has devoted her pen,
her fortune, the prestize of her ravk, and even her persenal
sorviees, to the diffusion of I{inde:g:u'mn culture o the conti-
pent of Fwrope.

The zo-called Kindergarten which 1 had catablished, was
gladly given up to make room for this genuine onej and L
lseve tha ]ﬁEhL-sT. exiu;uuuimm from 1he Mormal lr:lining;
,-Urem}:,r spvera] temcolers, whe hal mads t‘:.prriruc:ntéi. of theiwr
own, which liad 1;:11:;__"|1L ihem the need of ths 's[mui.'ﬂ st rge-
twm. have ﬁngﬂgr}c] themeelves 25 Aadame T{L"Lt:ge’.a pupiis‘,
and the spreqal af the demand for Wiodergartoers will, T thiok,
keep her Normal clase always full. I canpot bot hope that
the time ey some when the Normal sehools of oll ocor
Seates may be ciodowed with a professovship of Kindergarten
enltare adequately filled,

Omiting my own preface to my first edition, I retain as
explanation of the origiv of the letters on moral culture,
whieli wake the Jast part of the * Goide,” and give it its
greatest value to moihers, Mrs. Mann'a

POSTSCRIPT.

“1 pave been urged to publizh these letters, written twenty
FEOrs ago, as an ."Lplli.‘]llli:{ to n I{]r:durg::lru:l] Guid{', beeaunze
the sehiool hersin deseribed was a zropiog soenpt at some-
thing of ile same kind, and Lad left vory pleazant memories
irn thee Learts of the chililren eeterrel Lo — now oo Jt;l{Lgur clil-
dren, but some of them men and women nobly and beanti-
fully acting their ports on earth as parents; and others, —
having died martys" deaths for haman freedom in the desolat-
inz war that now mvaees oue beloved countey, — angels in
liesiven.

If swn inborn love of elibleen and of school-keeping are
qualifications for judging of the best means af rh]:ucnliug
them, Iy claim to Bave loown zomething of the theory
and practice best adapted to that end. My object was to
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put them in possession of oll their facultics, dany im-
provements in methels, pnd many facilittes io means, kave
been adided o the resourecz of teaelors sinee these letiers
were writlen.  Physical training is felt to be of the greacest
importance, in preference to the ancient mode of shutting
childven up many hours 0 close rooms, and repressing all
natoral and joyons life. The principle is discovered of
eduenting by directing the activitien, Heoce the Kinder-
garten.
M. 24
Coxconn, Alass., 1563."



