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PREFACE

Tris abrldgament has been made under the belicl thar
the interezt of Tacitas' history of the toogn of Newo makes
it a suiable subject for school reading, and in the hope
that such u book may serve the necds of students desiring
a legs coplous and advanced commestary than M Fureay
large edition of the Aasadd,

The text s that containe:d] 1o the sceond volvme of the
larger work, and 15 mainly tha: of Halm {wl 4, Teipzig,
pB8zy from which it varies o laces s the diveelion of
retaining or approaching more closcly to the readings of the
Medicenn M5,

Ir the Imteoductions and  Notes Ble Pusneous oo
clupions are enrefilly fallpwed. thioogh oecastonally slighe
verhal alterations are made i bis renderings, and of some
passages, feft without copument an the large edition, 1 have
inseried explanitions or trheskations whers these pesimed
appropriate 1o n less adeanced wesk,  In the Introduc-
tian on Syntax L hove followed She lines of that given in
the abridged cdition of Aweeds i-iv, supplying illosteations
fromn Dooks xni=xvi 1 gechions in whisi 1 hove ventored on
cortain extensions or modifications of e onginal treatmont
are 4% 3 by 10, 20, 22, and the Lzt two socagraphs of § 41,

My best thanks pre due o omy Sdend and colleague,
I'rofessar ¥, Brooks, of Univeesily College, Bristol, for his
kind badp o the work of serovimiziog the prootshoots for
msfEILE Or Mk kaments,

1L, irsean.
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INTRODUCTION
I

LIFE OF TACITUS

£ 1, Oor knewledge of Lhe chiel faos and dates In the bife of
Tacitus resds dialnly om alusions in Liz swn woitfegs and thoss
o his friend the younger Pliny, whe addzesses several leters o
liims ond often speaks of bim i nthecs.

His proesemen is not nentiones an his eorsesprodence; amd
is differently given by nter pothoritic: ss Galusoer Dablins,. His
Bunily romnexions are oosgawn ) Bt ke wetuld appear b have
been the first of his mame o agaln seacloral ek, thaogh of
sufficient position to have begun his Ccersus homagam 'l the
putlies1, of alomozt the eazlies; legnl aps @ oas e ean hasdly have
Been born gasller diion §2-54 &, by, and eest bove bheen guaaestor
mot Tatee tkan 79 kT Do which e be bad also recelved in
m'hrri::n;ur_ﬂ 1he ﬂ:tughl:er o .‘-l.;;ri-:_:-:llrl, wha was alezady a comagilar,
wiid eiee 0f Lha ivst menoan che Sade,

His Boylicod Galls thos pnder (e tme sf Neoo 3 hiz assanplion
of the Ytoga wirilis ' weal colncide, az noaily so, with the tecrible
year of Gallw, Otho, uet, Vigelliug, his early manhoms] was apent
ander Veapazian pul Tiecs ; the prine of bis e onlee Dooniiam
the memory of whase tyzaony iz seen inooll ks histarical wriilngs,
which were compaged at vasioes dates it the great ame of Tojam

Most of his Lfe may te seppescd e have beea spent in Kame,
whiste Be becomie ane-af the leaders of s Bar, ami ane all the
best kmawn liernry namez 87 Mome ) se that o steanger sltdong
next to hia ag the gaces, and Dn log Bis w be a nean of letiers,
asked whether he was spezkivg 1o Tacites or 10 Py, Me i
fitrther known® s having heen consel snffectis and fn thar
capacity cableague with MNevvi in gF a0 sl as nesocizled with
Pliny m the prosecotioi: af dazius Drlseee, pocensal ol Ahlea, in

| PMin. Aeg ixoag, b S I
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ITHNTREODMNITION

ek &, 10,0 This 3s the Sast fact in his e ilefinilely knowm, and
ihere 3s no eviceace that ne oullived Trajar,

§ 2. The Awsadr, maze aropeely eotliled * Libri zb excessu divi
Augestl” comprising I abieen Books ke bistory ol ffg-foor
yewrs fromm the deatl of Angostus to thal of ¥ero, are the lotes
In date of s wrtogs, acd are siown by oan alosen o the
Eastern conguests of Tzaian (3 &3, 23 1o have becnp pubhished
at somae date nog earier than 1e; a0 and probokly befare the
refrecession of 1he Eaglern fortier ander Eladian In 117 40w
The el sia Tools, conpeisdng the azincimuate of Tiberiug, resi on
a smple moneserpt, called ihe Fire Aledicenn, written piob-
nldy in the 1endh or eewventh centuey, and now preserved of
Fhorence,  The foxe of Bopke #i-x60 given o chis valume, =
based anow ME kaown as the Secend Meadloean, which contains
all that we have of Haoks xi-xai, Seado all the extaot parg of
the 1listerics, with she exveption of i65-7sand 186 —jiz. It is
kewavn to Biave been sent frem Flozencs to Bome 5n 1427 AT,
bat it was sharily afiecwnrds refumned ;o Florerce, whers it passed
i the Congent of 51 Mark, acd theheg inile Loomenzian Library,
where I =il renwains: Odher pxigting BISS. capnet e proved
te he of eazler dlate, and are penesally regacded as based, if mod on
the Medicean M 5. tsell, at any rate o 1ke saone gource as that from
wlibeh twas tiken, their varations being civher atlespred enenda-
Hong or prescrying the cighl test e places where the origisal leilers of
Med, have becrme Hlegible and been reproduced Sy a Gtes hand,

AXateriads avadfalie to Tacftne,

§3 Inxiii7o5 Tacius refors in *olenicue earum tetiporom
seriptores,’ Ameng choss wooss wTitings e canselied was O Plinius
mecundos | Piiny the Eldes), ke coatinoed cthe history of Aufiliug
Hagses froms the polnt where 0 eaded, prebebly cthe reign of
Chindius, 1o the fall of Jerusalem, apd olso woote a separate
bigtory of Cermany,  Mis zuthority is dofinitely quoted, xit 26, 3;
v 53 4¢ amd peckans =050, 1 wendaine o ceference to him,
b with the exce i o tie MNotwral Sistoey his works are lost
i oue Onber bstories delnicely quened are Mo Cluvlus Rufus
nnid Falbigs Bostiess, The foreper (xiid #o0 3¢ xlv 2, 1), whe
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LIFE OF TACLTUS

wis consal some Qe belore the Jdesih of Gales a cantpanion of
Mero In Greees, fesnias of S paio wnder Galle, cml one of Vigellins®
courtiers, is thaught to heve wectten a history covering the period
from Gams to Vieellics, which wag gerdnps gsed Ly Josephis in
hiz pccount of Gaies® desin, and cenzatisd Yy Metareh as well as
Tackuos. Fobiis Rastices Cguated o T 2o pagsages ps Clivina}
15 deseribed s oo postial o Bepecs, bat as bedng b eloguence
ard brilfiancy the Ly of bis age Ddwe 1o, g0 be deseribed
Britain, 30 perhaps bis istory Jegne with Ciandius” reign, nnd there
are oo allusions to i1 with reference 1o events Liber than Nera's time.
Tucitgs alaa refers to Corbula’s meseeies v 16, 1 his necount of
affairs in the Easl and way alae besve corstleed thaose of Suaedanius
Paulimies fused by Pliny, N L fae everts o Britnin.

Ogher available maserials wauld be hizgraphics, such as thase
of Thrasea and Helvidios by Avelenas Ruesticos nnd  Herennins
Semecky, Munerml araticns on Funodg wien, nnd letiers of pablic men
collecled and publisked ke slwse of the vounger Pline,  There
were also the public records: “acta’ or commentani senatus”
bad been kept gince the et corsulskia of Julius Cossar, wha at
the e time alsc atmed the 'asta divrnn wrkis” the daily
gazelte chrogicling proceedings in the cousts and chipl events of
pablic impartance ; and Tactas masle uze of Yoth; eg. xv 73, 31
ili 3, 2 The evenls of alick ke wreie, ton, were salflichentdy near
1o his awn day for 2 considesabiz amonnt of traditian aBoul them
o ke atill existing and worth eecorlings ns the frequency of
U ferunt,' raditun,’ Koo belore stories slad by Bn indicates,

Ifistwical value of e Anmols

£ 4. A= Dio complzing it was nloce diffoult for histeriaos to get
at the truth ander the Empire than wnder the Bepublic. Politles
were no lopper for the enesal public; in jursdiction, m the
administracion of the previneos, and i ihe copfuck of wor, mncl
was dore by the princeps and his grivate ndvisess thal ceuld only
becomne known feont aflizicl verstops dssued ab the tme, or feam
sach reminiscences as genomls or imperial elticials saned ta publish
suhsaouertly,  Persems oulaide gevernment circles remained at the
ey of the afcial versiom ¢ rentiniscences of o general wmight be
mere self-glodification,  Tocitas believed blmsciE fo be writing
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