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I¥ manuosceipt these fragmentary niotez have alrendy been
helpful in preparing pupils for examinations connected with
the Leaving Certificate, Tnivarsity Local, and Popil Teachers'
courses, and it iy in the belief that they may bave a wider
service that they are now given in their present form. It
is not intended that they should supersede in any degree the
vae of a textbook on Eoplish Grammar. They sssome that
the student has already an sdequate acquaintance with the
elementary principles of the subject by meany of one of those
excellent treatises so casily acecssible.  The object i rather to
summearies, aod, saggestively, 0 remove sowe of the difficul-
ties met with in a ecarching cxamination on porsing and
onalysiz. It is alsc hoped that they may help the student
to habituate himyslf to beeows minutely critical regarding
the exsct use which esch word serves in discourse, in order
that he may thereby gain & deeper insight into the idioms
and geniue of the language. There is some justification for
the complaints made by those who decry the value of parsing
and anelysts as an educative instrument, when we consider
cither the methods of presentment sometimes adopted, or the
resuita obtained. Under skilful treatment, however, with the
subtleties of words nicely belanced, the science of language
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may be raised to s proper sphere among diseiplinary and
mind-stimulating studies.

A peneral acknowledgment muat be mude to the following
works, which have been more or less consulted :—* The Ency-
elopmdie Dictionary,” Mason's # English Grammar,” Bain'a
“Higher English,” West's ©Eoglish Grammar,” Adam's
“ Hnglieh Language,” and Abbott’s ¢ Shakespearian Grammar.”

J. F.
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THE NOUN.
CLABBES,

1. There are thres clagsea of Nouns — Proper, Oommon
{both of which are Coenecrete), and Abgtract: bot each of these
clazses may be uszed for the other :—

{#) Proper used as Common, as, " Some village Hompdsn.”

(5) Common used re Proper, ag, *The Dufa™

{c) Abetract uged as Cuncrete, as, “The yweth of the
conntry”

2. Abstract nouns clasgifled -—

() Nuines of states or conditlons, as, boyhood, strength.

{6) Names of degrees of conditions, as, ebundimes.

(z) Names of arte and sciemces, as, phytics, drawing.

(d) Names of qualities, as, dravery, rectitede.

(¢) Names of actions, as, driving,

1. The last class of sbettact nouns mey Be coumidered vorbal noums,
beosues they eoxpress subsfondieefy wlat ther kodred verbe expross
crperiiely,

Every verb in the Eoglish langoage—oxoapl mat, caw, ghall, must, and il (need an
nn anxiliaryl—may Lave iwo verbal poous, the one the radicsl fovm with foe prefized
callad the infinitive, the sihar with -fy sfized called the gerond; for example-" Ty
play b plesmnt,” ** Forgivlig 1n easler than forgettisg,”

2. Drstingmish between concreté noun ending in -ing, verbal noun, and
vertal adjsctive:—

*“Thie writing iz blotted,”  (Coporete noun.)

¥ Writing ia & fatigning employment,”  {Verbal nonn = Gerund.)

“Tha boy writing bome told all.® ({Verbal adjeetive = Partieiple.)



