A COMMENTARY
ON THE BOOK OF
ECCLESIASTES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649138296

A commentary on the Book of Ecclesiastes by Loyal Young

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



LOYAL YOUNG

A COMMENTARY
ON THE BOOK OF
ECCLESIASTES

ﬁTrieste






COMMENTARY

OE THE

BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES.

hY THE

Rev. LOYAL YOUNG, D.D,

PASTOR OF THE PRESBYEERIAN CHURCH OF DUTLER, FA.

WITH

INTRODUCTORY NOTICES,

oY THE
Rev. A. T. MeGILL, B,
PROFESEOR 1IN PRINCETON THNROLOGICAL BEMINARY,,
ABRD THE
Hev. M. W. JACOBUS, D.D.,
FROFESIORE IX THE WESTERN 'l‘JIE!]LU'HlfAL BEMINALY, Fh,

.,-‘

= The excollency of Knowledge 1s, that wisdom giveth lifs to thom thet hara 16"
EccLrsrarres vil. 1h

PHILADELPHIA !
FRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION
AND BABBATH-ECHOOL WORK,

No. 10 CHE3THUT STRERT.



INTRODUCTORY NOTICES.

From the Rev. AveExawper T, MoGiin, TN, Professor of Eeclestustic,
Homiletic, and Pastoral Theology, tn the Seminary at Princeton, N. J.

I 5avE been favoured with an opportunity of looking over the manu-
soript of Dr. Young's Commentary on Eeclesinstes.  An early and long
asguaintanee with hiny, and the sterling qualities of his mind, wonld
have prompted me ta eay, that nothing which he may venture to pub-
lish can be without value and interest to the chorch. Buba perusal of
this work givos me & higher stimate of his gualifieations, than any pre-
vious partiality had presumed.

It is eminently judicious; and eolivencd with originality of thought,
vivaeity of expression, and practies] pungeney, which must make it pop-
ular and useful ; while it will be acknowledged as able and solid—a valu-
able eontribution to sxered eriticism.

A pecalisr charm of the work is that unity, with which he gathers
the many diffienlt passages of this book to one purpose—a point of
eonvergence, where everything is Iuminous apd intensely interesting.
And whather the jndgment of the reader iz convinesd or not, that he
has found in thiz eentral theme a key for the solution of every diffienlty,
it is enriohed by the inteipretation ; and satisfied also, that this remark-
able book iz a sheaf, to be tied up somewhere, and earried by ong great
prineiple worthy of Divine inspiration,

T could wish, that the modesty of the Author had not imposed on his
ability and originality 2 form for this Commentary, so artificiai—merely
because it has been found suecessful by othera upon other books of the
Bible. The monld onught to bave been made original as the exegesis,
The most enigmatic portions of the Old Testament, and the most doe-
matic portions of the New, ean hardly be cast into the same forma of
analysis, without an exeess of ingennity.

But this is only a matter of taste.  And if the work be made in thia
Hj
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form more instructive to the mafority of readers, it js tho best form.
after all, and another claim which the Author has sarped, to the favoar
and gratitude of all thot love the orndles of God.

ALEXANDER T. MeGILL.
May 16¢th, 1864,

From the Rev, Meraxeruon W, Jacosos, D.D., Professor af Oriental
and Biblical Literature and Eregesis, v the Western Theologionl
Semunary.

THERE is a Jewish tradition that the Book of Ecclesisstes was one of
those Seriptures which was not to be read by aoy one under the age of
thirty years, This tradition itself is only an expression of the difficalty
which the book has given to anclent interpreters, The questions of its
plan, authorship, date, and general ohject, are guestions which are not
settled by the incresse of expositions—npor i3 it necessary that they
should be. -

Herder has said, * That it is best to make as free o use of the book as
possible, and let ita individual parts serve us for that purpose,’’ withoat
binding it to & definite plan, He bas also sid, ' I do not know any
book in the Ofd Testament, which describes more fully, more con-
vincingly or wore coneisely the whole sum of buman life, with all its
changes and vonities, its ocenpations and plans, its speculstions and
pleasures, and at the same time that which alone is real, lasting, pro-
gresgive, and rewanding."

This is quite the view taken of the book by Dr. Young in this practi-
cal Commentary, One can see with **half' an eye,’’ that ail the ejaoula-
tions of ** Foeity of Vanitiss'" with which the beok abounds, belong to
a vertain phase of life, as held in contrast with another and better. It
is, therefors, a most superficial ecstimate of the doctring, that nnder-
stands it as teaching n refiped Epicoreanizm. This ia that mode of
living which the suthor testifies ngainst—und this, it would seem, out
af his own deep and bittor expertence,

IF the book iz to be read nz o format sermon from the text which Fir,
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Young finds to be the key of the whole, then we are to onderstand the
Preacher, as highly experimental, adducing his own eatlier life as a
practical trial of what iz wisdom and what s vanity; and so addressing
himself to his hearers in & maost practical discourse. The book has been
compared by some to the FPenefes of Paseal and the Confessioms of
Aungunatine.

The author seems to record his owe life-struggles—to think alowd
for the benefit of his hearera. He appears as one reasoning with him-
self, and brings forward to view the processes by which he arrived at
wise conclusions. Tt would be, therefore, & sad mistake to understand
the workings of his worldly heart, here interspersed, as though these
were the teachings of the book or the doetrines of Inspiration. The in-
struetion is to be found in a careful study of the whole Book, and an
analysis of its conelusion. As the Book of Job, the debate must be heard
throughout, end the truth gathered from the results that are reached.
This iz expressed at the close of the Book : ** Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter. Fear Grod, and keep his commandmenis,'' &e.

Thiz Book of Heclesinstes has plainly an affinity with the ook of
Proverbs and with the Bong of Sclomon; and points to the Practical
Wisdom and to the Peraonal Wisdom, who ia alse the Personal Word.
This fact would go the whole length of fixing the authorship upon
Solomon ; though from Grotius to Hengatenberg great names have held
otherwise. Futher undersiands the teaching of the book to be, * that
with gratitude we should nze the gifts and allotments of God, which arc
bestowed upon s with his benediction only, that we have o tranguoil and
quiet heart, and a wind filled with jor, content with the word and ways
of God."

The etages of reflection and expericoce here expresed are those
through which many a mind has passed, in reaching the gospel conclu-
gions. This is only a forewhispering of that (lospel in which Life and
Immortality are brought to Light—Fife tha! ds Life—Life as dignified
and illaminated by the revelation of jmmortality. *‘In Him was Life,
and the Life was the Light of Men." And there is no true Light, how-
ever hoasted, apart from this Diviee and Eternal Life revealed and of-
fared in Jeeus Christ, This iz WisnoM. Many a one has so found it:
and the piercing ontery, “ AL 18 Vaxiry,” has led to the conclusion
of the whole matter: ** Fear God, snd keep his commandments, for this
iz the whole duty of moan.™
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This portion of Seripture, 0a was intended, has & wonderful adapied-
ness to all times and people; and ita valuable lessons, aa expounded by
the author of this Commentary, will be found eminently fitting for the
day in which we live. No age has requived n more carnest and author-
itative inculeation of a high morality in distinetion from worldliness and
gelf-secking. No people has more peeded those lessons of heavenly
wisdom, which point to the future life as the proper aim of men. Dr.
Young has treated the words of the grent preacher in this practical and,
popular light. And wa pray that through his expositions here, these
inspired words of the wise man may be found as ponds, and a8 nails
fastened by the Masters of Assemblics, which are given from One Shep-

M (k]
M. W. JACOBUS.

September 25¢h, 1363



PREFACE.

Bornowmoxd is one of history's brightest luminaries, Awmong the stars
of the first magnitude, he stands out in dazzling brilliancy. In his age,
acience was but in its infuney, it is troe.  In Egypt and in the Bast were
wise men ; and in Tyre, ship-building and pther arts had arrived at some
perfection.  Several names of wise and Jearned men are mentioned in
sacred history as co-eval with Solomen, Bat be was wiser than all of
them,—wizer than Ethan the Fzrshite, and Heman, and Chalool, and
Darda.  ** And his fame wag in all vations ronnd about.” He was za-
gacious in all his intercourse with men. His plans for enriching his
kingdom were matorely formed and energetically exeented. He man-
aged to bring almost the whole commeree of the world into his ferrito-
rigs. By navies and caravans the wealth of the nations wes brought to
hiz deor. With many of the modern scignces he was unacquainted,
But had he lived in gur day, with his corious and investizating mind,
he might have been the rivel if not the soperior of cur ablest philoso-
phers. He was o poet, a proverb-maker, a botanist, and a horticuiturist.
It wonld almost seems that he antieipated sowe of our modern diseove-
ries in snatomical seience, er was inspired to do 0. (See remarks on
Chapter xii, verses 3, 6] As a ruler he had great tact and a sound
judgment ; having sought wisdom frow God. ™ Give me,"” said he, “a
wise and understanding heart.”  Till Jaid aside by his social relations,
Solomon was also great in goodness.  He was inspired to write three of
the sacred books, His praver st the dedication of the temple was sub-
lime in humble simplicity.  And hewas a © Preacher."  One of his ser-
mons has come down to our time, being inspired.  As moved by the
Holy Spirit, he deliverad the moeazages of life,

The term ** preaches' (original Cobeleth) sigoifios one that collests
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the people, i o., for addressing them, It appears then that this Book
of Feclesinstes i3 one of Solomon’s sermons preached,  That it was nlso
writéen ouf appears from chapter xif, verse 10, ' The Preacher soughr
to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright,
vven words of truth.'' This sermon is also s trentise on moraf phifoso-
phy of a practical kind: and the oldest philosophical treatise extant.
Those who teach mova! philosophy should not pasa by unnoticed this re-
markable produstion. It is Hebrew philosophy. In ia inspired emi-
nenee, lot it take its place among and above all the anclent philosophies
of Greses. Let it eelipse, 0 it does, the teachings of Plato and Se-
ceates and Aristotle. Tt iz npot the philosophy of ' the poreh,” but of
the sanctuary. It is not the philesophy of Epicorus, though some have
branded it as teaching the sentiments of that philosopher. It is not the
earnest student, bot the soperficial reader, that will discover anything
Epicurean in the treatise, What then are the teachings of this Book?

S00GPE,

The following views are smgpested to the intelligent render as the
design and teachings of Feclesiastes

This Book of Ecclesiastes ia a discourse or sermon of Solomon. It is
ahout the length of an ordinary modern sermon, Though o sermon, it
is not quite as methodical a8 some medern sermona, but far more so
than many others. Like modern sermons, it commences with o text or
theme for diseussion. When or where uttered, we are not informed.
There are reasons for supposing that it was delivered in the presence of
the foreign wise men and princes, who, like the gueen of Sheba, came
from the utmost peres of the earth to hear his wisdom. '‘There came
of all people to hear the wisdom of Solamon, from all kings of the earth,
which had heard of hiz wizdom.'" {1 Hingsz iv. 34). Btanding up in
the presence of bis curions and learsed auditors, as Paul did in Athens
at a later day, he spoke of Ged, of his counsels. and of a fature jude-
ment.  And, indeed, on a careful inspestion, this sermon and Panl's ad-
dress to the Athenians have strong points of resemblance. Both are to
n= now revealed theology; but they are discourses on natural theology.
Paul pointed to the altar erccted " to the unknown God.” Henece, he
directs his hoarers to God, who made the world and giveth life; to God's
purpases ; and Snally to the jodgmant.  Bo Selomon pointed to natore |
to the rising and setiing sun, the shifting brecze, the running rivers (i



