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Our Fleld and Our Work.

Soon after William Penn founded Phila-
delphia European omigrants pushed inland
to the Perkiomen creck, entered ila valley
and sctiled wpon it inviting lands.
(Others followod, and ventnred farther
into the wilderness, establishing them-
selves upon Skippack creek and fariber
morth on the two Bwamp creeks, Old and
Wew Guehenhoppon, and points far-
ther esst, north samd wost. Thus
in a eomparatively short time waa
peopled by civillzed whites the ter
ritory drained by Perkiomen ereek and
ita tributaries. The work of sabdning the
foreats and of making homes followed
the advens of the colinista.

Six generntiona have lived and toiled
in the Perkiomen region, each in ite turn
encountering hardships, confronting perils,
achivving trinmphs peculiar to ite ¢poch.
At the ontset came the stroggle to wrest
a livelihood from the virgin soil. The
presence of the Indians, distrusted and
feared, was a source of anxiety, night and
day, Intercowrse with them had o be
carried on with the utmost dizeretion. Tt
thrills us to contemplate the hazarda to
which our forefathers were subjected in
this reganl. The liberty of conscience
guaranteed by William Penn brooght
people of many and diverse religious

"was but serosa the Schuylkill,

conmvictione  Im Furope they had not
been tanght the lesson of toleration, and
here they found diffienity in learning it.
Contentions were the result.  Wotwith-
gtanding these untoward manifestations
by professing Christians, the soveral de-
nominations organized congregations and
buiit churchez and school houses, The
French and Indian wars in the colonial
times—not hers, be it remembered, bat in
distant localtice—nafzeted and disgoieted
our anceztors. The War of Independence
for eight years was part of their daily Tife.
The battles a8 Brandywine and (German-
town were at their doore.  Valley Forge
The con-
tending armies erossed and rovrossed the
Perkivinen and the Skippack and mareh-
el up and down the highways of this
section of Peonsylvania, The inhabitarts
here ware not only observers of these stir-
ringevents. Many patriotic spiritarendered
hervic service during the entire war, The
wilitin was thoroughly organized and
wos called out when pressing emerngen-
cies demanded instant service. History
tella much of the plorious deeds of our
people in those days; carefol research will
bring to light far more. Then followed
the ers of growth and expansion, of the
building of bridges, turnpikes snd canals,
of atemin and rilroads. The war of the Re-
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bellion shook the eountry from centrs to
circnmference and brought with it many
changes. The present is a period of comapar-
ative quiet and seeming maturity, but it
too will goon be followed, wo eannob doubt,
by changes and advances as remarkable as
any that have preceded it.

The history of this region needs to be
amplified. Many prominent families
have their American origin here. The
lives of the actors in tle soccessive eras
should be written, The historizn, the
genealogist and the antiguarian will find
mueh to do.  To further this work, s far
a8 i in our power, s our chiosen task. The

evolution of an empire from & wilderness
is onr theme,

IvrEmesr in American aneestry is on the
ingrease.  Hescarch into the [amily his-
tory ia the mshion. The institution of
the patriolie asocistions, like the Soos of
the Hevolution and  the Colonial Damees,
haa given an impulee to this study.

- Our forefathers scttled upon the lands
while vef the Indianz trmvorsnd them in
their wanderings. No safeguards, no
walls, no armies were placed there to keep
the nomads back.  Just as many Indinnz
wery there after the initiy] settlers came
s were there hafora.

Think of the risks taken by the pio-
noars, and the courege roguired |

Do you zay the history of this period is
commonplaee, colorless, peseeiul 7 Trus,
the streams of the Perkiomen region did
not run red with the blood of tomahawk-
ed whites, mor did ite hille echo the
war-whoop of infuriate savages, bent on
buichery. Never wua the home of any of
its dwellers consnmed by flames kindled
by the torch of the Tndian.

Bhall we decry our ancestors becanse
they lived in amity with the children of
the foregt? Rather let us honor them
the more. A thousand-fold greater glory
attaches to a record of pesce and good-
will than to pages of history cov-
ored with the stories  of guarrels,
wrongs and bloodshed.

A marrer of prime interest to fumily
history is the place in Europe from which
the immigrant ancestor came, In the
great majority of cases this information is
lacking.

The officers of the Montgomery Histor-
jcal Society are :  Presidont, Hon, Himm
C. Hoover, Hooverton, Pa.; Vice Presi-
denls, Wm. H. Haolstein, B. F. Hoffecker;
Secretary, Mary Jonea, Norristown;
Trepsurer, Wm. McDermott, Conehohock-
en; Trostees, Jones Dotwiler, J. K. Got-
walts, 1, W, Ermatz, Elwood Roberta

Whaar the Perkiomen region greatly
noads i mady access and quick {ronsit.
lla pictoresgueness and fertility invite
rural honzekeepers, Tt must within & very
few years become the suburben home of
wealthy city people.  The sipply of this
want cennot be fur distant.  The enter-
prising gentlemnen whio are running trolley
roady, like spidery’ webs, over our fair
cotntry, will see to this. With termini
at  Norrigtown, Perkiomen Junction,
Potstown, Allentown, Bethlehem and

clectric cars will truveme these
beautifol hillzand vales. Rapid, irequent,
ample meang o come and o oane sure 0
e,

0ld=Time News.

Penarlvanische Geschicht - Schreiber,
Gernantown, {Sanr's paper), April 16,
1743 : Von Mackunsche haben wir Nach-
richt dass bey einer kortzen Zeit her
cine Menge schwartse Ranpen grossen
Behaden gethan ; sic frassen des Gras,
den Weitzen, das Welschkorn, Hrber,
Flacks und Kuoechen-Gemuess,

The wme, February 16, 17456: Die
vorige Woche starb Wichert Lewering
oknweil Germanton, eeines Alers 107
Jahr.

Tha same, June 16, 1748 Jacob Froe-
lich der Lumpen-Mann wohnhafft an
der Germantoner Stross bey Antoni
Henckel gl Kramer-Waaren vor leinene
Lumpen vors Pinnd eln Pens werth.

The same, November 16, 1749 :  Michel
Haelligna zu Philndelphia ist gestorben.
Auch der alie Peter Wentz in Madedsche.
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HENDRICK PANNEBECKER,

Surveyor of Lands for the Pem 167417584,
Flomborn, der Ipp By
Hon. S 1 W, g I.I- . Pri-

vately Printed. I‘hlll;ﬂll“

The foregoing ia the tith of nworli: re-
cently issued. Tt is an important contri-
bution to oot loeeal history of the eolonial
period. After patient rescarch, eovering
at least & guarter of a century, Judge
Pennypacker has writtena biography of
the founder of his family in Ameriesa.
W hatever comes from his pen i charac-
terized by fine judgment, clear statement
and conscientious treatment, and I the
pregent instanee & commendable sense of
filial regard porvades his work.  The
book ig an enduring monument to the
gifted puthor's worthy aneestor. It is a
model forloeal bisgraphors and historiana,

Interwoven with whe biography are &
number of facte giving muoeh light on
Pannsylvania history, Translations of
original Dutch letters wrikten at Gerinan-
town in 1684 ; the report of the Pennsyl-
vaninn to the Thitch Mennonites, dated
March 1, 1773, concerning the condition
of the churchoy in the colonies, and

giving the namces of the preachers ot that

time ; an account of eopper minimg in
Pennsylvania, transtated from = rare
work published in Germany in 1727, nre
of thiz character.

Tn 18001 Jodge Pennnypacker vigited
Europe and spent considerable time at
places known to have been the home of
the Pannebeckers, At Flomborn, in the
Talatinate, he found many of the inhabi-
tunts to be his kinamen, who received
him with the honor dee to his judicial,
social and literary position. e brought
awny with him mueh material bearing on
the family history, smonp which was a
series of photographic views, delineating
the town hall, the market square, the
ehurches and other qoaint objecte in the

ancient dorf,
The volume containg one hundred and

sixty-four oetavo pages. Tt is printed on
paper hand-made for the edition. One
hundred and fifty copies were printed.
None were sold,

The illogteations, in half tone, are:
Autograph of Hendrick Pannebecker, in

1706 ; Pannebecker arms ; portrait of Jo-
hunn Pfannebacker, Grossherzoglich Hes-
gischor Gehelmer Regierungsrath ; Flom-
born ; Heidelberg Bible of 1568 with fam-
ily record ; Skippack ; portrait of Sarah
Pennypacker Walker ; George Washing-
ton’s letter dated Camp at Pennybacker's
wmill, 2th Sept., 1777 ; portrait of Hon.
Tsmae S, Pennybacker, United States Sen-
ator from Virginia ; draft of Fronconia
townahip, 'by Hendrick Pannebecker, in
1734 ; portrait of Hon, Bamuel W. Pen-
nypacker, L. I ; and portrait of Bre-
vet Major General Galosha Pennypacker,
1.8 A

There i given u list of one hundred
and forty-four members of the Penny-
packer famiiy who participated in the
war of the Hebellion—in hoth the Fed-
eral and the Confederate armics—hold-
ing positions from major gencrale to pri-
vazen

We cannot omit an expression of our
intervat in the recital of the ghoat story.
It is familiar t0 many of the residents of
the Perkicmen valley. The ghost was
seen; in 1738, on the frm of Frederick
Keimer, who lived on the bottowm land of
Bociety run, aboot two miles northwest of
the present Zieglerville. Lt has been told
for u centory and 4 half in the colloguial
German of the neighborhood, ever thrill-
ing the hearer.  Flere we have the same
impressive story in troe English, trans-
lated Irotn Brechwinongen der Geister,

‘published by Sawr, in Germantown, in

1755, and reproduced in the Geistliche
Fama at Berlenburg, in Germany.

LIFE UF HEXDRICK PANNEBBCEERR.
Hendrick Pannebecker was born on
the 21st of March, 16874, or within & day
or two of that date, and, according to
convineing evidence, in Flombom, a rur-
al village in the Palatinate, about ten
miles from the eity of Worma. The Pan-
nebockers came from Holland to the Pa-
latinate. The nane s composed of two
Dutch  words, pusnen and  fakker, gnd
means a tile maker. He was an early
emigrant to Germantown, living there in
1649, or some vears carlier. He wasof the
Reformed fuich. In 1688 he married, in Ger-
mantown, Eve, the daoghter of Hans
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Peter Umstat, who arrived in Philadel-
phiz on October 12, 1685. TUntil some
time in the year 1702 he lived in (érman-
town. He then removed to Bkippacl
crevk, abont two miles from the present
Evansburg, and spent the remainder of
hia life there. He became a leading spir-
it in that locality, Ho pumchased land at
varions dates ; a partial list given in the
book foote up 4012 acres.

He was a surveyor, and it i sapposod
that he laid cut the Bk ippack road in con-
pequencs of 4 petition to the court dated
June, 1713 ; also that he made the sur-
vey of Bkippack and Perkiomen town-
ghip in 1725,

Among the other important mrveys
made by him were these ; Fifty acres for
the New Hanover Lutheran congregation,
completed April 17, 1719 ; soon after De-
cember 3, 1722, 2 road from Plymouth
road northward to Perkiomen creek, and
thenes **to the Indian ford on Schuylkill,"
which iz still the main rosd between Nor-
ristown and Phoenixville ; in March, 1725,
a ropd from the grist mill of James
Bhattick and William Love, cn Bkippack
road, to the King'a road ; on September
fi, same year, a road from *Thomae Bak-
tor'a iron worka to the Great road leading
from Manahatawney to Philadelphia ;'
March 2, 1726, & road from “Colebrook-
dale fornace to Pool Horge, and from
thence to the Great road leading to Phil-
adelphia ;"' in March, 1727, a road from
the npper part of Salford township to the
YGreat road from Skippack ;°" the same
month anocher, “from & creek by John
Jones' honse, in the upper part of Gwin-
neth, to Busquehanna road ;7 Beptember
2, 1726, & road "beginning att a Beach
tree near ye north Branch of Perkiomen,””
and proveeding “'to the great mad called
Skippack road, about a min called  Saca-
rase run ;" in March, 1751, he laid out
the township of Franconis ; September 2,
1734, he surveyed & rosd from Henry
Pawling's place to the church near Skip-
pack ; and Septernber 10, 1738, he made
asurvey of the glebe lands of the Bt
James' Episcopal church, on the Perkio-
men. In 1733 he purveyed for the pro-

taries the manors of Spri Id, Man-
m'hy and Perkasie, .

Hendrick Pannebecker died suddenly on
the 4th of April, 1764, aged eighty yeams
and two weeks. He had eight ehildren :

Martha, born June 15, 1700 ; married
Anthony Vanderaliee ; died September
15, 1761,

Adolph, born 1708 ; died May, 1787.

Peter, born March 8, 1710 ; married
Elizabeth Kayver ; died June 28 1770,

John, born Angust 27, 1713 ; married
Anmneke Kaysor ; died June 14, 1784,

Jacob, born 1713 ; married Margaret
Tyeon ; died May 27, 1752,

Menry, born 1717; married Rebecca
Kuster ; died about May 31, 1762,

Barbar, born  about 1720 ;  married,
March 30, 1738, Cornelius Tyson.

One other, belisved to be SBusanna, wife
of Peter Keyser, Worcesicr,

We cannot forbear guoting at length
the interesting account given by Judge
Pennypacker coneerning the title to the
first land owned by the New Hanover
Lutheran congregation.

ORIGIN OF THE NEW HANOVER LUTIERAN
CHURCH.

The Lutheran people near the Bwamp
in New ITanover township, in 1719, *hav-
ing amsociated themselves into an Eoelesi-
agtical Community, determined to pur-
chose a piece of lamd whereon they
might erecta place of worship and a grave
yard for burying their dead, and it =0
happening thal John Henry Sprogall, one
of their Community and Perenasion,
being at that time posscesed of a large
Quantity of land in these parts, did will-
ingly make g True Gift and Donation of
Fifty acres of his Land, appropriating the
samne for the use and behoof of the said
Lutheran Community forever, Bequesting
the said Community to buoild 8 Charch, a
Hehool-house, & Graveyard and what oth-
er euitable Conveniences they thought
proper.”  He reqoested Henry Panne-
becker to ay out and eurvey fifty acres
for the purpose, which sarvey was com-
pleted April 17, 1719, and George Boone,
to prepare a decd, but shrough some neg-
lect this iinportant paper was never exe-
ented. The Lutherans entered into pos-
peagion, raised a contribution among them-
pelves, built & church and a school-house,
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and had them completely finished in 1721,
About the same year, becoming more no-
merons and the congregation being too
large for the boilding, they mised anoth-
er comtribytion and erected 2 larger church
and achool-house “‘far preferable to the
former.”  In 1746 they awoke t0 aknowl-
odge of the fact that Bpropel was dead,
and that “owing to the Sloath and Neglect
of the Elders and Chureh,wardens' they
had no title except it was ahown by SBpro-
gel's conveyance of other lands deseribed
s adjoining thoss of the churgh. Henry
Pannebeeker, Valentine Geiger, (George
Jerger, Johanna Chrissiany, Sprogel, wid-
ow of John Henry sprogel, Jr.; Joho
Frederick Richards swpd Anna Elizsbeth
Hoppin, sister of Hprogel and a widow,
Fobruary 10, 1746, united ina certiicate
of these facts, and appearing before John
Folts, one of his Mujesty's justives, declar-
ed they were “Heal Trath.” Upon this
paper she title depends, and to the happy
carelessness of the eldars we owe the pre-
servation of the bistory of the origin of
the Luthersn churoh st the Swamp,
H. & 1In

Folk=-MNames of Hﬂci;;.il;.ﬁe Perkio-
men Valley.

FALKNER BWAND,

AL lirst, of course, there were no names
The wilderness did not need any. With
the advent of settlers they became neccs-
gary, alud there was no delay in coining
them. The people did not wait for the
surveyor ko come with his compass and
chain to lay out by arbitrary lines the
bounds and metes of sections of land; nor
for grave judges to grant humble petitions
to have certain divisions legally designated
Ly formal names, On the contrary, names
for lecal use sprang into being spon-
tanepusly, and the limite to which they
applied were governed by the natural and
physical features of the new country.
There was & happy simplicity sbout this
nomenclatnre. Apparcently no  thought
was taken of what the name shoald be,
only that it convey a d stinguishing
MeAning.

The names so evolved by the common
people were not adopted by the civil
authorities, nor were the districta covered

by them made political divisions, The
settlers clung tenaciovaly to the nAmes
and so for three or four generations did
their euccessors.  They are still to o great
degree ourrent among the descendants of
thi plonesars.

The valley of west Swamp ercek in this
way received the name Falekner
Behwamm—in English, Falimer Swamp;
a donble pame conveying two pleces of
information: Fallkoer, after Taniel
Falkner, the agent of the Frankfort
Land Company; Swamp, meadow or
bottowm land, descriptive of the chameter
of the sail.  The Frnkiort Compony
owned upwards of twenky-iwo thopsand
acres of land, exiending from the Schayl-
kil river about the present Pottstown
north-egstward, to the present Penns-
burg. Daniel Falkner waa a seller of fand
and all the newcomers were buyens;
Falkner wus known to everybody in the
provines, amd everyone kosw where 1oy
b [and e desired to sall.  How appros
prizgie and how meaningfol was the name
Falkner Swaop !

The firsy official pawme given to any
portion of the Swamp creek valley waz
Hanover township., Afterwards Freder-
ich township was set up, and lster Dong-
las townehip, and still Luter Tanover was
cut up into New Tanover and Upper

Hunover.
The boundaries of Falkner Bwarnp may

be given in a general way as [ollows: on
the north ara the South Moantains, on
the gouth the Btone hills, on the woest Lhe
Fox hillg, and on the east the ridge rising
from the teft bank of Bociety ron.  Swamp
ereck, having as its  tributaries Society
run, Bpack run, Minister ereck, Schilogel’s
run and Goshenhoppen run, Hows in a
winding course through the valley.

Dr., Mublenbery, in his autobiography,
gives an amusging account of the difficulty
he experienced on the day of his arrival
gt Philadelphia, on Thursday, the 25th
day of November, 1742, in finding the way
to New Hanover, He had not heand of
Falkner Swamp. He eays: "1 inguired
of the innkeeper where New Providenoce
and New Hanover were located. He did
not know, but brought in a Germarn from
the eountry, who was just then in town



