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PREFACE

Tre following Eesay, which is now published by the
Hibbert Trustees, was written in Germany sbout &
year ago, during the author’s tennre of a Hibbert
Travelling Scholarghip. )

" The Essay i= & omtical stody of the two represen-
tative systems of Kthics, with one or other of which
the names of most thinkers in Eagland and America
are at present associated. Mill sud Hamilion, the
philosophical leaders of the last gensration, have chiefly
a historical interest for ours; and the uvndying dualism
of metaphysical thought is propagated in Critical Idealism
and Evolutionistic Realism. KEant laid the foundations
of the ome, just a hundred years ago; Mr. Herbert
Spencer, in our own day, has laid the fonndations of the
other. The present Essay attompts an estimate of the
ethical philosophy of each of these teachers. The anthor
has not sssumed the infallibility of either system, and
then proceeded to refute the other from thia dogmatic
standpoint: he has, on the contrary, made an honest
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endeavour to discriminate between the truth and the
error which his studies led him to believe each system
contsined. He can sincerely say he has sought nothing
but truth. And, in the quest of it, he hopes ho has not
been disrespectful towards either of the eminent thinkers
whose principles be hero criticizes.

In additivn to the obligations acknowledged in the
Essay itself, the author natorally owes moch to the die-
tingnished professvrs of philosophy, in Great Britain and
Germany, whose lectures he had the privilege of attending.
But to one man, whose friendship it is an honour to have
enjoyed,—to the broad scholsr and the keen, discerning
critic,—to the classic historian of Greek Philosophy and
the foremost thinker of modern Europe,~to Professor
Eduard Zeller of Berlin, the anthor desires to express
special obligations for much that need mnot here be
specified, but not least for his constant exemplification
of the eaudid, trath-loviog spirit described in tha
Aristotelian motto of this Essay,—a epirit of which it ia
hoped some reflax may be foand in the following pages.

Acspia Corrzan,
Worrvnea, Nova BooTia

July, 1881,



