IN THE RIDING
SCHOOL: CHATS
WITH ESMERALDA



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649264292

In the riding school: chats with Esmeralda by Theo. Stepherson Browne

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THEO. STEPHERSON BROWNE

IN THE RIDING
SCHOOL: CHATS
WITH ESMERALDA

ﬁTrieste






[N THE RIDING-SCHOOL

CHATS WITH ESMERALDA

BY
THEO, STEPHENSON BROWNE

— Wi two will ride,

Lady mine,
At your pleasure, side by side,
Laugh and chat,
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L.

Impatient to mount and ride.
Longfoilom,

WEND you want to learn how to ride,
.| Esmeralda ?

Why? Because?! Reason good
and sufficient, Esmeralda ; to require
anything more definite would be brutal, although
an explanation of your motives would render
the task of directing you much easier.

As you are an American, it is reasonable to
presume that you desire to learn quickly; as
you are youthful, it is certain that you earnestly
wish to look pretty in the saddle, and as youare
a youthful American, there is not a shadow of
a doubt that your objections to authoritative
teaching will be almost unconquerable, and that
you will insist upon being treated, from the very
beginning, as if your small head contained the
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knowledge of a Hiram Woodruff or of an
Archer. Perhaps you may find a teacher who
will comply with your wishes ; who will be ex-
ceedingly defcrential to your little whims; will
unhesitatingly accept your report of your own
sensations and your hypotheses as to their
cause; and, Esmeralda, when once your eyes
behold that model man, be content, and go and
take lessons of another, for either he is a pre-
tentious humbug, careless of everything except
his fees, or he is an ignoramus.

It may not be necessary that you should be
insulted or ridiculed in order to become a rider,
although there are girls who seem utterly im-
pervious to teaching by gentle methods. Is it
not a matter of tradition that Queen Victoria
owes her regal carriage to the rough drill-ser-
geant, who, after making endless respectful
suggestions, with no effect upon his pupil, hor-
rified her governess, and astonished her, by
sharply saying: “ A pretty Queen you'll make
with that dot-and-go-one gait!” Up went the
little chin, back went the shoulders, down went
the elbows, and, in her wrath, the little princess
did precisely what the old soldier had been
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striving to make her do ; but his delighted cry
of “Just right!" was a surprise to her, inas-
much as she had been conscious of no muscular
effort whatever, From that time forth, Zncessit
rEgING.

You may not need such rough treatment, but
it is necessary that you should be corrected
every moment and almost every second until
you learn to correct yourself, until every muscle
in your body becomes self-conscious, and until
an improper position is almost instantly felt as
uncomfortable, and the teacher who does not
drill you steadily and continuously, permits you
to fall into bad habits,

If you were a German princess, Esmeralda,
you would be compelled to sit in the saddie for
many an hour without touching the reins, while
your patient horse walked around a tan bark
ring, and you balanced yourself and straightened
yourself, and adjusted arms, shoulders, waist,
knees and feet, under the orders of a drill-ser-
geant, who might, indeed, sugar-coat his phrases
with “Your Highness,” but whose intonations
would say “You must,” as plainly as if he were
drilling an awkward squad of peasant recruits,



