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Introduction

If there are intelligent inhabitants on any planet other than this on which
we roll through space, we may imagine them looking down st the earth just
now and chuckling as they remark:

“Well, they are at it apain on the earth. Tribes, races, and nations
are again in the melting pot.”

For, though war ssems & serious and terrible thing to us who are in it
or ¢lose to it, to disinterested observers at a great distance, if there are any,
who have been watching war follow war on this globe for generation after
generation, the whole thing may seem to {ndieste the pettiness rather than
the greatness of humanity. For the old differences are being settled in the
old way. Even some of the scones gnd some of the actors o this drama have
familiar namea: Charleroi, Waterloo, Louvain: von der Golte, and Pau.

One is struck with tha fiility of the whele thing, Must war succeed
war with no apparent permanent result save & preparation of conditions out
of which the next war may spring? The remark of Sir Edward Hamley, the
English historian, concerning the results of the Crimean War, may seem In its
despairing cynicism to be applicakle to all wars,. “Thus,” sald the historian,
“had the great war been rounded off into an episode having no further eon-
nection with the feture.”

Is the great war of to-day, in whick hundreds of thousands of lives are
being loat, and the happiness of hundreds of thousands of families destroyed
—-iz this a mere epigcde in the history of man?

It is easy to think that it is. It ja easy to persuvade one's self that the
world ia growing no betfer, that men to-day are the brutes of cave days, with
a alightly keemer intelligence that makey them more dangercus to each other.
This is the familiar argument, heard on every strest corner, in every cluob and
tavern.

The track of history {3 50 long that over the small sectlon of it to which
our near-gighted gaze 1s conflned i may seem that men has galned nothing.
But to s being with stronpger vislon—io a Martian with a telescope, If you
will—it may ba guite plain that man {5 far ahead of where he was ten thon-
sand or twenty thousand years ago. In our struggle to gain what we call civili-
zation for want of a better word, to supplant barbarism with reason, are we
not like a party of explorers pushing through a wast tropieal jungle teo the
sea? Canght in the tangled vegetation, struggling from one thicket only to
find another shead, they may conclude that there iz no gesan and stop to die,
while & man watching them frem a balloon above kmows that their goal is
just ahead. We, in our march for progress, mnst keep stout hearts, for we
may have come further than we dream, Ceortainly the burning of a city would
not have horrified the world a thousand vears ago as the burning of Louvain
shocked it the other day. And cynics who gloat over the disregard of nations
for the rmles of warfare to-day, should remember that it is not long since
there was not even a pretension to regulats the game of killing men.

Asg for fixing the responeibility for thiz war, it is easy and popular to
blame one or two men or one or two oations. But that will not do. One or
two nations may have plantad the germa of trouble, they may have been re-
spongible for the outbreak of the disesse in a limited area; but it will not do
to blame them for ita rapid spread over most of the civilized world.

The fault is in the system—the system that demands that nations shall
plunge into a war one after another to keep the sides even, to “maintain the
balance of power,” as the glib phrase goes.
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4 INTRODUCTION

Under the system in vogue, under the accepted political philosophy of
the militaristic nations, it is eminently right that every nation in the war to-
day should be in it. Once Austrin had attacked Servia, the system demanded
that Russin should side with the Iatter. Russia’s presence in the fight made it
imperative for Germany to plunge in; and to preserve the everlasting balance,
England, France, and Japan felt called upon to enter the arenn. Other mo-
tives may be given, and doubtless exist. England declared she must fight
to protect little Belgium, But she was frank in saying that she was not con-
cerned in the fate of small Servia, powerless before great Austria. While
Great Britain iz to he commended for her defense of Belgium, the fact can-
not be ignored that one of her motives at lerst is similar to an impelling me-
tive of Germany and Japan—to keep the balance of power, Under the militar-
istic “eyetem" those nations which eannot obtain a preponderance of power
for themselves are aager to keep a preponderance of power out of the hands of
their rivals.

We have tried two methods of keeping the international peace, and both
have tailed. We have trisd putting esch nation on its honor net to disturb
the peace for unjust cause, or not te disturb it for any canss before submitting
the issues to an impartial tribonal. But we are a long way yet from the day
when the morel sense of nationa will be sufficient guarantes of peaca, if in-
dead, it ever will ba. We have nlego tried the system which woeuld suppress
each nation by the threat or uee of force by others. This iz the system of al-
linnces end balances, which hae just been responesible for the development of
a8 world war from & petty local sguabble

The third method iz the police method. The advocates of this say that,
just as individuals are induced to behave by the presence of national or civie
police, 80 natione could be held 1o line by a strong international police. They
point out that, as most individuale prefer private vengeance to the judgments
of a law court, so do most nations, and that an Intarnational court is compara-
tively ueelesz without s police arm to drag offenders before it. In the concrets,
the proposzal iz that all peacefully inclined nations unite in & pact to stand to-
gether agninst all turbulent pations, making common cause agrinst the dis-
torbers when the latier refuse to submit to the decress of arbifration. Tt is
suggested that the united nations disarm to the pelpt where their combined
armament gives a falr margin of superiority over the combined armaments of
all nations outside the peace parct.

The proposal sounds plausible, If it is a dream, it has more elements of
practicality in it than the other dreams of peace advocates. Certainly it is
worth trying, and, if the effect of the present wear is to so disgust the great
nations engaged in it with carnape and destruction that a sufficient humber
agree to entar thip experiment for peace to afford it a fair chancs of snecess,
the horror and suffering and loas will not bave been in wain and the great
war will not be “rounded off into an episcde bhaving no comnection with the
future.”

It is not the purpoee of thiz book, however, to advocate any doetrine or
dogma of either peace or war. Ifs purpose is rather to encourage those into
whose hands it may eame to look, on their own account, into the possible ten-
dencies and developments of this war, and to give them a little more back-
ground upon which to bage their own opinlons than is given by the daily papers.

For certainly a changed Europe will come out of the erucible—indeed a
changed world—for the alchemy of war is far-reaching in its effects. The
work of past congresses and the decrees of past treaties will be set aside and
the map of the world remade.

GREGORY MASON.




Nine Nations Go To War

June 28—A Servian fanatic asssssinated Archduke Francis Ferdinand,
belr to the Austro-Hungarian throne, and his wifs, the Duchess of Hohenburg,
at Sarsjevo, the capital of Boania.

July 23—Austria-Hungary sent an ultimatuom to Servia demanding the
punishment of the Aseassins and the abandonment of anti-Austrian propaganda
in Servia, and demanding s eatiefactory reply within forty-eight hours.

July 24— Russia joined Servis in asking for an extension of time for the
latter’s reply to the Austrian altimatum.

July 25—Servia agread to all the conditions in the ultimatum except that
ona providing that Austrian officials should participate In the inguiry to be
econducted ints the assasgination of the Archdukas,

July 26—8ir Edward Grey, tha British Foreign Ministar, proposed that a
mediation conference be held in London by the diplomatie reprasentatives of
Germany, Italy, France and England. Francs and Itely acceptad the proposal,
Germany declined it.

July 28—Austria-Hungary declared war on Servia.

July 280 Belgrade wap bembarded by Austro-Hungarian artillery and
gmmboeats. France, Rusaia and Germany hogan preparations for war.

July 30—Emperor William asked the Czser to stop mobilizing his troops
within twenty-four hours.

July 81—In a final attempt to stop a European war Czar Nicholas, Em-
peror William and King George exchoanged pereonsl telegrame. The German
Government asked France if ghe wounld remain neutral in the event of a war
between Russia and Germany, and demanded an answer within eighteen hours.

August 1—Germany declared war on Rugesia, Italy announced that she
would remain nentral,

August 2 Gorman soldiers entored Luzembmrg, in violation of her
nentrality, and without waiting for a declaration of war other Germans in-
vaded France. At the same time Ruogsiana creossed the German frontier,

Auguzt 3— Germany asked Belgium to permit the paszage of German
troops through Belgian territory. Belginm refused.

Avgust 4—England declared war on Germany and began to mobilize her
army and navy. FPresident Wileon proclaimed the neutrality of the United
States. The Germane invaded Belgiom.

Augnat 5—Presidont Wilson, acting under Articla ITI of the Hague Con-
vention, tendered his good offices to the warring nations.

Apgnzt 6-—Austrin-Hungary declared war on Rusgia.

August 3—Montenegro declared war on Austrin-Hungary. Portugal an-
nounced her rendiness to support Great Britain.

August —Servia declared war on Germany.

August 10—France declared war on Austria-Hungary.

Aupgust 18—England declared war on Austria-Hungary.

August 16—Japan asked the Germans to reply by August 23 to an ulti-
matum which demanded the withdrawal of all German war vessels from Far
East waters and the surrender to Japan by September 16 of the territory of
Kinuchau.

August 28— Japan declared war on Germany.

August 26—Austria-Hungary declared war on Japan.

5



An Analysis of the International Forces
and Causes Involved in the War*

AUSTRIA. a great imperial European Power, with & population of fAfty mil-
lions and a fighting forea of about one million men, has attacked Servia,
an ancient but small inland kingdom in the Balkan Peninsula, with a population
of three million and an army of two hundred thousand men. Why does a con-
flict, apparently so unequal, threaten to plunge all Eurcpe into one of the most
terrible and momentous wars of histery? To anewer this gquestion 1t is neces-
8ery to take a brief glance st Eurcpean histery, and to consider the politieal
and racial factora which have been instrumentsl in making that history. Wa
propose in this article to describe briefly thess factors under their national and
geographical divisions.
SERVIA.

The racial history of the Serviana or Serbs in the Balkan Peninsula can be
traced for fifteen hundred years. The Serbs are of Slavie stock, and are thus
racially related to millions of the population of Russia. The Serbs or SBervians
and the Bulgarians each established preat empires in the Balkan Peninsula in
the Middle Ages, In the fourteenth and fifteanth centuries the CHtomans or
Turks, swarming towards Europe from western Acin, overwhelmed and con-
guerad both the Serbs and the Bulgarians. The Turks even conguersd Hum-
gary and besieged Vienna. They were, however, finzlly repulsed from Vienna,
and the aid which the Servians gave to the defense of Vienna—a defense which
prevented the Ottomans from cccupying and ravaging central Europe—was
very great. “It was the Berb Bakich who saved Vienna," says & Hungarian
historian.

It is one of the ironies of history that the people who played se grest a
part in saving tha Austrian capital are now being threatened by the armies of
that capital. For several centuries, during the occupation of the Balkan Penin-
mals by Turkey, Servia was a Turkish provinee, but she never lost her racial
eonsciousness and her national aspirations. In 1878 Servia was declarad inde-
pendent of Turkey by the Treaty of Barlin. Since that time Turkey's power in
the Balkan Peninsula has grown steadily less. A year ago Greece, Servia, and
Bulgaria united in driving Turkey atill farther out of the Balken territory and
into Constantinople. Unfortunately for the Balkan people, political ambition
and national jealousies brought the Greeks, Servians, and the Bulgariens into
confliect. Their successful partnership against the Turke was destroyed by
guarrele and bickering. Instead of werking together for a federaticn of the
Balken people, each nation strove for supremacy. The Greek, the Bulgarian,
and the Servien each thought that he should be the head of a great Balkan
empire, and they thus threw away the prize that was almost within their grasp.

Servia, whose northern boundary toucheg the southern boundary of the
Anstro-Hungarian Empire on the Danube, hae long felt the encroaching pres-
gure of Austria. In 1908 the Aumatrian Imperinl Government annexed the pro-
vinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which provinees are largely Servian in popu-
lation and sympathy. The Bervians have long suspected, and avants have justi-
find that suspicion, that Austrie desires to annex Servia itself.

# Reprinted from The Outlook of August 8, 1014,

{geveral of the articles In thla brochure were written for numbers of The Outlook
which wers published during the carly stages of the war, before important events
which are now history had besn more than prophesled, This does not, however,
detract from the essential Interest aAnd value of the artleles.—The Editor.)
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FORCES AND CAUSES OF THE WAR 7

On June 28 last the Austrian Crown Prince was asanssinated in the capi-
tal of Eosnia. The aszassin was & Servian. Awustria asserts that the assassina-
tion was the result of an active comspiracy of Servians. She made demands
upon the Servian Government, all of which were assented to by Servia with one
exception. That exception was the refusal of Servia to permit Austro-Hun-
garian officials to eit upon boarda of inquiry regsrding acts of conspiracy by
Servians against Austria. It seems to us clear that no government can pre-
serve its self-rezpect or autonomy if it permits offlcers of a foreign govern-
ment to sit in its own courts. Nevertheless, on receipt of Servia's note yield-
ing to Austria on every point zave this one, Austrla prompily declared war,

The assasgination of the Crown Prince 1s the oceasion, but not the cause,
of the war. The folly and wickedness of assassination as a method of estab-
lishing national liberty were never more vividly illustreted than in thiz case.
However much Aunstria may have desired to invade Servia and thus to control
the Balkan Peninsula, she never would have dared to do =0 in the face of
Europe i it had not been for the very plausible epportunity given to her by
the criminal murder of her Crown Prince.

AUSTRIA.

Austela has existed as a.state for a thousand years, This state was origi-
nally formed in the region of the Danube during the confilcts between the
Franks and the Slave. The House of Hapshurg, to which the present Em-
peror, Francis Joseph I, belongs, has ruled Avstrls for six hundred years. The
Avstro-Hungarian Empire, which conslets of a politiesl unlon hetween the
Eingdom of Hungary and Austrle, was established in its present dual form in
1867; but Hungary has been under the contral of the Hapaburgs for many:
centuries. The policy of the Empire s, however, dictated by Austrian states-
men and the Austrian roling house, and the name Austria is commoenly, as it
is here, employed in an Imperial sense.

Austrig from earliest times has been the most reactionary Fower in Eu-
rope, and 18 so to-day. “Hapshurg despotism and reaction' is s phrage nsed by
no less an authority than Dr. Andrew I+ White to characterize the policies and
acts of Avatria doring the nineteenth century. Prince Metternich, the great
Austrian Prime Minister of that century, was the Machiavelli of modern times.
It was he who promulgated the polley which led to Austria’s despotic and eruel
domination of Ttaly, a despotism which was threwn off by Cavour, the great
maker of madern Ttaly, These whe desire to understand the ethics and philoso-
phy of the foreign poliey of the Hapetirgs and the school of Metternich have
only te read soch books as the memoirs of Silvio Pallico, or the life of Cavour
by William Roacoe Thayer, or the sssay on Cavour in Dr. Andrew D. White's
absorbing volume entitled “Seven Great Statesmen.” Austria, under the infla-
ence of the Matternich school of diplomacy, has eonstantly exerted an obstruet-
ive forea against politieal Hberty and natlonal freedown. The arrogance of
Austria towards Italy and the European Powars at the Congress of Paris in
1866 has been immortalized by a witticlem of Biemarek, Count von Buol was
the Austrian representative at thet Congrese. His vanity, assertiveness, and
despotism annoyed Bismarek bayond measure, who finally exclaimed: “Could
I be for one hour as great mas Count ven Buel thinke he ia all the time, my
glory would be forever astablished before God and man.”

Austrin was expelled from Italy, although she still possesses important
gegports on the Adriatic. Her desire for territory in the Balkan Peninsula is
not only the result of political ambition, but springs from her conscious
endeavor to reach the Mediterranean snd to prevent Ruszia, her hereditary
enemy on the north, from reaching it.

The Balkan States, of which perhaps Servia iz the pivot, are in a direct line
between Europe and the Orient, A great imperial power cecupying the whole




8 FORCES AND CAUSEE OF TEE WAR

Balkan Peninsula would be in a position of strategic control of, or at least of
extraordinary influence over, the Suez Canal, the commerce of the Mediter-
ranean, and a future all-railway route through Persia to India and to China.
Salonika, on the Egean Sea, now in Greok territory, 16 one of the finest har-
bors on the Mediterranean. A railway through Servia connects this aplendid
port with Austria and Germany.

A projected canal may in the early future unite the Dannbe and Szalonika.
If thizs project is ever carried out, commerce may come down the Danube and
its tributary canals and rivers, even from central and western Germany, and
reach the Mediterranean without passing the famous iron gatea of the Danube
or being subjected to the delays and dangers of the long passage through the
Black Sea. Austria’s manufacturing and commercial interests are growing.
It is not perhaps surprising that her rulere should wish to control the territory
of the Balkan Peninsula, in order to be masters of this route to the Mediter-
ranean. She once tried to reach the Mediterranean through Italy and failed;
she ie now {rying again (since Turkey hae been forced to abdicata the Fgean
seacoast) to reach it through Salonika.

RUSSIA.

Rusgia's motives in this threatened Buropean couflict are partly racial,
partly political, and partly commercial. As has already been puinted out, har
population iz larpely Slavie and her racial sympathies are with the Slavie
peoples of the Balkan States and of certaln parts of Hungary, For years Rus-
ein has bean trying to get a foothold on the Mediterranean. Russia’s ships ean
now reach the Atlantic only through the ivebound Baltic Sea or throngh the
Dardarelles out of the Black Sea, and the latter pansapge ia forbidden to her
warships by international gpreement,

In the middle of the last century Russia's adveance to the Mediterranesn
wae mado by an aftack npon Turkey. It woa believed by the European Powers
that ghe hoped to sceupy Constantinople. Graat Britain waz terrified lest Ruos-
gin should obtain possession of Constantinople, the Danubian provinees, snd
Balkan territory, thus sstablishing a pesition from which ghe might mensce
Great Britain's Indian and Oriental possessions and cbetruct the English route
to the East. Thia led to the great Crimean War, in which Great Britsin,
France, and Turkey, with the plucky azsistance of the little Italian Kingdom of
Sardinia, put an end to Russia’s ambitions in that direction. Even if Russia
no longer entertains the hope that she may at some time in the future grasp
Constantinople, or obtain territory on the Mediterranean through the sympa-
thetic assistance of the Blavic peoples of the Balkan Peninsula, she is unwill-
ing that the Germanic pecple of Auztria and the German Empire, who are in
& sense her hereditary ememies, shall possess the dominion and power in the
Near East which she coveted fifty yeara ago and failed to obtaln, For this
reason she is protesting against the Invasion of Servia by Anstrian troops, and
if she decides to make her protest one of arms ingtead of diplomacy 2 general
European war is almost inevitable.

GERMANY.

For Germany cannot permit Russia to attack Austria without fiying to
Austria’s defense. In the first pluce, the Goerman peeple are liberty-loving and
have developed political freedom to a high state mince the days of Bismarck.
They look with distrust upon the despotic bureavcracy of Russia, and Russia
with her enormous population and resources is alweye a possible enemy of
Germany on the north, France threatens Germany on the south. On the west
the commercial and pelitical! tension with England has almost reached the
breaking point more than ence during recent years. It iz necessary, therefore,
for Germany to preserve peace and even intimate friendship with Austria on
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her eastern frontier. The Austrians are Germanie, and it may well be that
German statesmen look forward to the time when German Austria will become
an integral part of a greater German Empire. In such a cass, if Austria con-
trols the Balkan Btates, with a long seacoast on the Mediterranean, Germany
will then have what she now lacks—namely, the great harbors and free sea
way which will enable her to develop her maritime power. It is entirely prob-
able that the German Emperor aincerely desires to preserve peace in Europe,
but he will not sacrifice either the future gafety or the future expension of his
Empire to Russia and France for the sake of peace.

ENGLAND.

England is the factor next in importance in this struggle of the European
Powers to control tha Balkan Peningula as & strategic commercial and military
point between the Orient and the Oceident. She no longer fears either the
intention or the capacity of Ruzsia to take India away from her. Bhe knows
that Ruseia iz too deeply engroseed in the development of eastern Siberia and
Manchuria and in ber rivalry with Japan to give any practical attention to
India. But while England’s fear of Bussiz has decreased, the commercial con-
fliet between Great Britain and Germany hag been steadily growing in inten-
gity. In view of this struggis, cen England with equanimity look upon an
enlarged German Empire stretching from Holland on the west to the KEgean
Sea on the southeast? Moreover, the English people are sincerely sympathetic
with the democratic struggle of the Berviang, Bulgariang, and Greeks. Jt was
due very largely to the stand which Great Britain took under Lord Palmerston,
prompted almost wholly by a genuine edmiration for tha Itallan people in thelr
ptruggle for freedomn, that enabled Cavour ta expe! the Anstriang from the
Italian peninsula and to unify Italy, In a war between Garmany and Austria
on the one hand snd Rugsia and Servia on the other, # seems probable that
England, as a choice of evils, would prafer Russian domination af the Balkan
Peninsula to 8 Germanic domination of that territory.

FRANCE.

France haz less at steke in the diplomatic contest over the Balkan Penin-
aula than any other of the national factors. She possesses an ample seacoast
on both ghares of the Mediterranean. Her Oriental posseseionsz or colonies are
not of sufficient importance to justify ber in fighting ageinet the partition or
occcupation of Balkan territory. Put should diplomatic friction burst into the
tarrible flame of war, she has vital interests at stake. She still grieves deeply
ovar her defeat in the Franco-Prusgian War of 1870, and she passionately de-
gires not only the reacquisition of Alsace-Lorraine, but the opportunity to
measure her strength again with Germany. Moreover, she is an open ally of
Russla, and there exists a triple understanding between Great Britain, Russis,
and France, formed to oppose any possible aggression of the combination
betwean Germany, Austria, and Italy, known as the Triple Alllance. The natu-
ral desire of France to unite with Ruseia in attacking Germany in case of a
genoral war would be explicable, if not exeusable.

ITALY.

It is true that Italy ia & party to the political agreement between Germany,
Austria, and herself, known as the Triple Alliance. It is hard to conceive, how-
ever, how the Italian people and Italian statesmen can posszibly take any shars
with Austria in her attack upon the Servian people. Only fifty years have
gone by—a ghort period in the history of a nation—since Anstria did her best
to thwart the unifieation of Italy, and Austrian statesmen and officials treated
Italian patriots with a croelty and medimval barbarism unsurpassed in medern
history. Moreover, in an alignment of European powers it is at least reason-



