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BRIEF HISTORY

L]

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.,

FIRST PERLOD,

FROM THE EFFDSION QF THE HOLY SPIEIT AT PEN-
TECOAT, TD THE TIME OF COMETANTINE.

[A.D, 33 to AN, B¥L]

L—The Apostolic Age.

Fr is presumed that our youthful readars are acquainted
ﬁh]:hnﬁmnfﬂm.&pnmkl.mdlhn take de-
Bht in this interesting and precious book of Seripture.
will, therefore, be glad to see the narration con-
tinued whera 3t. Luke, who weote I, leaves off, which
iz om 8t. Pauls arrival at Home. But bofore we com-
mence relating the events which followed immediately
after this, we must refer to parts of Bt. Luke's narrative.
person cially as it t%hmb:mg hﬁﬂ’ uti:ll mem
B, & a8 it wi m
things w;;ﬁp; pmlib]j they have never beard of he-
fore, although the aceounts we have of them are not

new, but ancient.
DuanﬁEaﬂpmuﬁadtnbi:dinﬁphthaih:wﬂd
make them fishers of men ; and, in Matt. xiil. 47, he
shows them, by & parable, what surt of & capture they
were to meke : not one for the hurt or destruetion of
those who should be brooght into the gospel net, but
for the salvation of many from the great Leviathan ;
and this saivation an everlasting one. Neither was it
to be a capture made, as it were, with the hook, by
which those who shoold ba eaught would only be
deceived and wounded ; but it wes to be made as with
: o
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2 THE AMOATOLIC AGE.

& met, into which the fish should be collectad together,
both * bad and good,” small and great.

This ise of Christ very scon to be ful-
filled. The first time that 5t. Peter cast the gospel net,
which was only ten days after our Lord's ascension, be
drew away by it three thousand at onca. 1f our ya-lu:ﬁ
readers have ever seen an assembly of three thousan
persons, which they may possibly have done, they will
recollect how very grest a multitude this was; and we
ahall have to look inlo the history of the church of
Christ before we find another such & capture made at
once. But what i even this great multitude, eompared
with the millions which have since been brought inte
the Christian chureh! It is only as & grain of mostard
goed, which a man took, and gowed in his field, and it
became a great tree, so that the fowls of the air lodged
in the branches thereof, Matf. zii, 31, 32,

Ie & fow days sfterwards, Acts iv. 4, the first Chris-
tian church at Jorusalem received an additional in-
crease of two thousand souls, making five thousand in
all ; whereas, before the effusion of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost, their number amounted only to about &
hundred and twenty, Acts i 15,

Such then was the commencement of the Christian
church ; for the assembly at Jerusalew, who were
brought to true faith in Christ at the feast of Pentecost,
was the first Christian community or church. Thesa
first Christians, whose number continually increased,

Acts fi. 47, with xi. 5—7, and zvi. 5,) con-
stitoted a true and pure charch of Christ, and showed,
by their lives and conversation, that they had reall
received the good of the Baviour, and ha
undergone & change disposi and character.
Even their unbelieving Jewish brethren stood in a
kind of awe of them, and for a time did not venture to
injure them. The whole com were of one heart
and one mind ; all were bound to one another in love,
and each was ready to supply his brethren's wants oat
of his own means. The wealthier members of the
chureh sold their houses and lands, and the money was

1




THE APOSTOLIC AGE. 8

deposited in a common stock, for the maintenance of
their poorer brethren. This common stock was under
the direction and management of the apostles, till
gons were appointed to the business, who were
deacons. The Christians st Jerusalem met together
every day for edification ; and they frequently beld
social feasts of love, and celebrated the Lord's supper.
If any one refused to comply with the order of the
ﬂmre{. or condacted himself with offence, he wus af-
fectionately and seriously admonished for his fault ;
and, when this was of no avail, be was excloded.
‘When any one wished to join the community of these
digciples of Jesus, and for that g to be baptired,
he was only asked, whether he believed that Jesus is
the Christ, (the Messiah, the promised Saviour of the
world,) and if he enswered in the afhrmative, be was
not e baptism. This sorved to show the Jews
that the hud no istention of introducing & new
religion, but that they only preached the sccompiish-
ment of what the Israclites had so long expected, and
consequently that they.stoed upon the foundation of
Moses and the prophets.

There was no reason, in general, to fear that many
would resolve upon this profession of Christ, unless
they believed with the heart: aa the mere profession
required great sell-denisl. They had 1o nowledge
publicly as their Lord and King that very Jesus of Na-
zareth, who had bees ignominionsly erucified ; and this
was, to mosi of the Jews, such a “stumbling block,”
that nothing but special Divine influence could make
the I to them *the power of God, and the wisdom
of = Moreover, the peaceful days of the church
soon terminated. When the young tree bud guined suf-
ficient strength, the Lord permitted storms and tem-
pests to assault and shake it. This however coly served
to make it strike ita roots still deeper, and to diffuse the
sweetness of its blossoms to & greater extent. .

After the death of Stephen, who was the first Chrie-
tian martyr, arose the first persecution against the
Christians at Jerusalem, Some of them were thrown



