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PREFACE.

Gurbewing is one of those occupations that combines pleasure with
healthful employment. Reason and history unite in regarding itas the
first pursuit that engeged the attenticn of man,

The fruits of the Garden are appreciated by all, and contribute much
to the pleasures and comforts of life. Bat many possess gardens un-
worthy of the name: for want of a kmowledge of their menagement they
are unable, in season, to supply the wants of their own table, To re-
medy this deficiency is the object of this compendium, Into it nothing
has been admitted that is not of the sost practical cheracter. It may
be received as THE REsULT oF TRTY TEARS' RXPERIENCE AND OBSERTA-
TION ON THE COLTITATION or VEGETASLES avp FRUtre. To bave given
the reason for many of e operations recommended, or the process by
which certain conclhwsions have been arrived at, would have eniarged
the volome wiskout adding to the value of the advice. It has been the
object of tet author to describe the preparation of the soil, the mode of
cultpre, and the best varieties of every froit or vegetabls for market or
Lamily sapply, in the plainest language, and most concise terms. The
smbjects are arranged in alphabetical order, so that any one, in an In-
stant, for any part of the United States, may see fow to cultivate, when
and what Lo smo, and when o reap,  Hitherto the works on this subject
have been merely repetitions of Enropean writers, pot at all adapt-
ed to our climate; or when compiled with some degree of considera-
tion a8 1o that, yet simply the names of vegetables have been given,
sllowing the gardener or amatenar, ungnided, to select whatever might
girike his fancy, without enabling him to supply his wants. In this
Manunal will be found 2 short but faithfal description of the hest vegeta-
bles and fruits ; thelr perfod of matbrity or their relative earliness or
lateness, with their Botanical, English, French, and German names—a
facility not met with in any similar work we have ever seen. :

‘We have omitted a few vegetables of a coarse description, principally
raised for cattle, by field culture. Among which are the Porfugal, and
Cow Cabdage. The former appeared lately a8 & new vegetable, under .
the name of Coure Tronchuda, though culiivated twenty pears ago under
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the former name, The latter, also an old vegetable, created some ex-
cltemment & few years ago; but the mania having died away, it finds its
merited place.

‘The Fruits have been arranged in the order of their attaining mato-
rity, and only the best in their season have been selected. It is pre-
sumed that the list will be found & certain guide to those who wish to
grow only the best and most prolific sorts. Some selection of this lrind
has for some lime been Imperatively called for, by the wanis of the
gardener, farmer, end amatenr, the multplicity of sorts in the larger
works and catalogues rendering them nearly useless to those who merely
wish to kmow those kinds adapted for family or market supply. In il
lustrating onr subject we have endeavored to avoid the wse of all tech-
nical words, and to make every thing so plein that it can be compre-
hended by the mont illiterate,

In conclunion, if this little mannal be the means of diffusing a kmow-
ledge of vegetable cultare mare generally,—of adding to the pleasures of
rural life,—of increasing te interest taken in horticultural pureaiis;
or guiding the gentleman, farmer, or student. in the occopation of his
leisure hours, it will have attained the dtieet of

Tz Avraom.
Philadelphia, Feb., 1847




