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PREFACE

TO THIS AMERICAN EDITION.

)I(HIS fresh, quaint, charming old book
should have been reprinted before, it
seems to me.

A brief extract from it in my copy of
Walton's Angler, made me desire to place
it on-a certain shelf in my library, where,
by the side of “The Contemplative Man's
Reci‘eationl" repose Prime's “I Go a
_Fishing,” Wade's g Haleyon Days” Sir
Humphrey Davy's “Salmonia,” and “The
Angler and His Friends,” Norris' “ Amer-
ican Angler,” the New York Staté Report -
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on the Adirondacks, “The Babes in the
Woods,” and interesting volumes indors-
ed with the names of Frank Forester,
Scott, Hallock, Francis, and others.

That's a delightful shelf! :

And I thought | would add to its treas-
ures: but not a copy of the old Dame's
book could I find : that is, in this country.
So I sent to the other side, and found that
one of the original copies, printed in 1496,
it I could get it at all, would cost me from
$2500 to $3000: and that a copy of the
Baskerville edition, of 1827, would cost
32,

Perhaps, however, critics may be found,
who may render it necessary for me to
state that [ do not vouch for the correct-
ness of my transcript of the old English
style and spelling, on the ground that I
have read a copy of the original edition.
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I have no doubt that every angler who
reads this book will thank me for having
had it republished, I may be said to have
led you to the cool, limpid waters of the
source of the trout stream—the spring,
hidden in the anclent woods, and whose
brim is adorned with the moss of cen-
turies,

I have reproduced the elegant illustra-
tions which (I believe) adorned the first
edition, The earliest print from a wood
engraving of which any information can
be obtained, was found in an ancient Ger-
man convent; it is a picture of St. Chris-
topher, and is dated 1423; in 1496 this
book was first “emprynied”; 1 think it
quite possible that this old frontispiece
represented St. Peter: it is certainly quite
as good a likeness of him as 1 have ever
seen, Lhe illustrations intended to instruct



