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PREFACE

WhaiLsy it is safe and plessing to write on & subject in
a way the generality accept and approve of, it may be
least of all needed, and of little good to correct opinion,
direct thought, and improve and advance society, It often
i the case, that the uvnweleome and opposed by society
generally is the most noeded, and ultimately will exercise
most influence, and produce the greatest results for good
and happiness. It may be the book which is accepted with-
out a demur, and pleases without a frown, may do nothing
more than feed fancy and prejudice, or flatter selfishnesa
and pride, or willingly or unwillingly cover the ugly with
gilk, or mask forces from sight and knowledge, which alti-
mately may destroy. It is always pleasing to o chief to
have willing men to mareh under his banner and fight his
foes; #o s it always pleasing to soeiety to fight ita'dislikes
and defend its likes, and these are oflen mean ‘and many;
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and a host of willing hands ever ready to do it. The
thing which is not pleasing is always safe and healthy;
it leads the thought of society upon itself, and to the
re-exgmination of its likes and dislikes ; it opens a new
channel of thonght and activity, gives variety to life,
and often saves society from ultimate misery and ruin.

Knowing as I do the deep-rooted prejudice which
exists in a large number relative to the object-matter
of this book, it wounld be a valn hope to please, or
that my labour will be in the least acceptable either s
to motive or truth., All X ask 1s, which in common
with humanity at large I have & ground to ask for, a
consideration of my views and arguments, a8 free as pos-
gible from all preconceived notions and habils, and test
them by what onght to be, if divine order had its sway,
and not by what exists in the conventional order of men.
Let my views not be judged by an impulse, or condemmned
by a jury who decide by a second-hand evidence; let
them stand or fall by their own merit or demerit, and be
judged and deslt with the common fairness and justice
which even supposed crimioals pre dealt with, Let it be
conceded until proved otherwise, the bare possibility that
my views may be right, and the opposite wrong.

The aim of the book is broader and more comprehen-
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" give than may appear to a cursory reader and thinker; it
is not to oppose any individual or collective party, or a
defence of & loved theory, or a revenge for any supposed
wrong or insults received ; bt a tribute to what the author
considers and believes to be true and righteous in itself and
relations, The intention and spirit of the book are the
freeing of the Church and religion from human tests and
trammele—the protection of the privileges and blessings
of Christian people, as provided and given them by God,
genuine and impartis]—and liberalise and meke more
comprehengive the Methodist system for men in all times,
and under all conditions, and in all the relations of his
being: and if in any degres these great ends will be
enhanced, something good will bave been realised, and
will bear its happy results in frnit of common and con-
stant participation and possession.
T. H.

Fuly 20, 1848,
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